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Abstract: This paper is the result of mineral exploration engineering.
[Objective|In the context of the global energy transition, the demand for nickel is growing rapidly and the price continues to rise.
Finding more nickel metal resources to satisfy economic development is an important task of the current geological

community. [Methods]The study summarized the genetic type, metallogenic age, metallogenic characteristics and geological
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background of nickel deposits, sorted out the global nickel reserves and mine production, and estimated the supply current situation
and consumption trend of nickel metal, with the aim to provide background knowledge (information) for the search of new nickel
deposits. [Results]The economically significant nickel deposits in the world include magmatic and weathered crust types. The
magmatic type nickel deposit is mainly distributed in Canada, Australia, Russia and China, and the weathered crust type nickel
deposit is mainly distributed in Indonesia, New Caledonia, Brazil and Philippines. [Conclusions]In order to alleviate the
contradiction between supply and demand of nickel resources, we should achieve in the allocation of global nickel resources,

strengthen the effective supply, increase exploration efforts, improve resource utilization efficiency, and build a recycling system.

Key words: nickel deposits; magmatic type; weathered crust type; metallogenic setting; development status; mineral exploration
engineering

Highlights: (1) This study summarized the types, metallogenic age, metallogenic characteristics and geological background of
nickel deposits in the world. (2) In order to alleviate the contradiction between supply and demand of nickel resources, we should
achieve in the allocation of global nickel resources, strengthen the effective supply, increase exploration efforts, improve resource
utilization efficiency, and build a recycling system.
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Fig.1 Schematic diagrams of metallogenic model of typical magmatic nickel deposit (a) (after Tang Zhongli and Li Wenyuan, 1991)

and weathering crust type nickel deposit vertical zoning section (b) (after Chen Haoliu et al., 1993)
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Fig.2 Schematic diagram of the distribution of major nickel deposits in the world (after Hoatson et al., 2006; Wang Yan et al., 2020)
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Jaik3 km UL b A SR, BN, s
] ol S TR A AR TR e R S I
RBEE A RA RN ARG AR A A
PRy AR, — LA 300, JRiERAT BT . R
IR B WRAEAE DR G IR, E20 IR i T Ik r
GRAZ AT, LSBT R AR T A8/ | 4K 1) 2 v 0 B
i, A B ELUR 1K 1500 m I ARR K o 1% X A
AR A~1856 Ma, BRI 2 B hpdi o A7 ¢ (st i 8 ) Y
HiE0 (Krogh et al., 1984)

SRR T SRR A ThE TR 24
7T R FE A FE AR KL A R A M A
WL S e SCA LA A G, B T A R E0IK,
BT ~1850 Ma., B4 < 5.5 km DAE, 84147
PP RS . —Fh MO N R Gk A, B R
B AH S AL s 5 — B 2l A BRAR S 1, b oL
B, AR 3% AR AR AN A A
B BRI A, Ni/Cu=5., IR AR
W IRA 75 #% T 5 7 145 (G ) (Amax area 1
(Nose) ) . 1 % (Bowden) . EL 5 (Bucko) . & Jé 7 B
77 (Manibridge ) . 4 1} ] (Namew Lake) #” (Hulbert
etal., 2005),

BT LU B LR 57 T2 KA R, A7 R LA™
IR 2.7 Ga, B SRS 4 AA OC  AURMED IR (L
5 W7 5 i (Alexo) #:5¢ (Dumont) . XA |
/K (1 F12-5) (Langmuir (No. 1 and 2) ) . 5575 HL &
(Marbridge) . 5¢ K /KU (Montcalm) £ A1 i PE £
77 (Shebandowan ) . f# 70, 2 4 (Texmont) 55 (Ayer et
al., 2002) . JF¥8 50 2T A A TRk e A LR
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KU T 45 B PR A 15 SR 5 BAR s

N E B e B —EU B (Expo—Ungava) \Fits
2L, B A ~1.9 Ga(Parrish, 1989) [ i
IR E VA ) | NE A NS R < 2 AN el Nl r LKA
fhr 2R 0 R SHHCAE R ARA OC, R
T IRA R LS, i (1333+1)
Ma(Amelin et al., 1999) .

LEBET FE ARG, Dk E N8
W, SR A, TR, 3253 A AR X
VU R AR L 5 KM R AR L BB 0 AR e R A
(Paces and Miller, 1993) . 3¢ [E & & 24 W) & K B0
A RTAR, ZA R — R R n YO A
%, S [ A B JE 9338 M A A B wil 2R b 1] —
FLAEAP NS R, 4K 150 km, 95 50 km, B 225
ARACTE R, 2 a R i — RIS Ih K
AMBHCA FERA RA N, ARG Ak
Pdtih kT MAE THE S Rz, RN E
TR A W A & W (Spruce) | oK 44 22w
(Minnamax) . i = % (Dunka Road) #ll FL 4§ &
(Water Hen) B, il %" B 4% 5 1099 Ma (Paces and
Miller, 1993) . Z2 %08 1A T 25 4 filiiF 300 m 3 il
PR A o, 0 E RN G iR Gk, Jeike™
AR W0 YA RE R AR AT B AN
PR B A SRR, P A 0.2% , (H & A
5, 135 0.8% , A2 A IR AR B fh o o k6 B 2
RN T IR R R S P P R 2%, AR a2 o hir i i1
ot ARG sh 2 e, 2 5 RN 2SR A G
()5 2T B8 R 2 4 B Pk 2 5 AR 1 — Ay 441
(Nicholson et al., 1992)

o R o e o KSRV
TR CD N/ e S5 s o T < VA LI 392 R E AN 2
KICTE B4 BHE HE 22 N S S50 8 [
Ko PRMEZ M E faih DH 55, kB XL
STV A S B AR ARG LTS il rhie e s
PhAR ME S . FE 9 YN a0 B PG R 38 0 WAL S BT et
BT FER L S A B BT B AR AR
HHAE P — P B AU 25 1 18 A2 5 ZUXARVE
Ja B . PR BIE R (O Toole) B4 J& 1\ Fg 3
I B B A R SRS A A O B
F~2.7 Ga(Brenner et al., 1990),,
3.4 FEMERH

MR LR F & 4RI A AR

A TR AR R AT T R LIS T, X
e BT AR E D e R o A TR
Ko HEETRA AT R AR S S A i

HEABET A2 MRS TR Has
T SR A G, — R B E A B KA
BXo HrEET G TR BB R LA HIX
P AN 500 km B AEAR o) B2 8007, IR 24K
FE T e SCA A SO e B A Bk B
b, IR GRS 5 AR A AR KA R
B F#% 94 Je (Shangani) W, LA B {8 ~2.7 Ga
(Prendergast, 2003 ) ; B A 45 K e — M= F
LA se b iE h A AR R AL B R aa i T, B
IR K A AR B — BB U AR AR i
BB mT R AL, B 530 km, B8 2~10 km, 6332 %
L PERE B B e A2 5 | ) AR 25 i 22 S U ( Stark et all.,
2018) . HELLA 5 s hiil T~2580 Ma fir 5k , B i fifi
WA, 5K F~2530 Ma B )2 IRIGFRS R AHE AR
45 7 H738 N (Gwimbi and Nhamo, 2016) . 75 i 45
F o B AR N A AR 722 B AR T AR AT IR AT 1 A )
(Hartly) . %% 2 % (Mhondoro) . 5 4% 1t % (Hunter's
Road) | K #2 i (Mimosa) #" , #i £ 7% I & 1R K
(Mukasa et al., 1998) ,

TR BLANER AT IR ™ TRl o 748 BT Bk o A Y
(4n 23§ L —3F 52 W (Selebi—Phikwe) 35 # (Tati)
il FHE 7 (Dikoloti) #hFHHE (Phokoje) ) , A K ™
TR AR B AR P I A O
JrtR A TN 5 (A A A B ) | L R 2Rt
AR R FAE B 2 A, 0 R 2 RUZAR B Bk
BT AN T R T KA i v, 5
28 48 S ST VE T 5% 0 ] 2 (Gallon, 1986) . LA
RQRE A8 E . SR N 0.8%~1.45% , 1
1.09%~1.58% , fi # Lb e F 1, e B4 ~2.5 Ga
(Eckstrand, 1995) . FEARERAH b T8 L FLA VY
TR A A R B R N i R B R
RS 2R A AR, R R 6.7 07 km?, 77 R
B R LR S h3E NS i a R DU T A T
TR AR A LR RG24 T 3%
AR KT LR RS Wi £ (Rustonburg ) £
B o — R B R B2 R A A MM T2 (UG
2SR PR T, R BT R E
(Akanani) . % B} 1 4 (Mokopane) | & % 3C
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(Morokweng) | 2% 24 i (Motoyolo) S5 8 ( i 3C g 4%,
2018) . B fL SHURSLAE 0 A SR 48 5%~
9%, 8 0.35% , i A i S HABA TR TG
FIH

IS JE BRI AT 70 H 5 A1 R itk 22 48 1 DX 1)
B (Kibaran ) i LA, 047 P9 BEEk— M BRI
A R AU IR ) RO W25 A0, VO 32 2
Vi, AR B B T LU A AR Y
Py (CRIK A, 2013) o WH™ A0 2% X R Y
A8 AR AR (IR PN (Kabanga) 57 ) , #8 34 4
FEA M S A ECE R AR IR S,
TR Z 7= T M A S, R OE 2 O
IE s REE BIED SRS Ads A
Vesa R 3 Mz X AL b A G AL i & BLARIEE
PRRRE S f 3 5Bk - BB A T i X R E )
(Deblond and Tack, 1999) .

3.5 KiFiliRe

KFPMR A FET R RFEE X Z —,
B 25 5 R0 PR3 A5 TR L 22 Je I RO A
MV RHTPY 2% o FER  R  F E  RER FX AR
FEER A IR AR B A AR VMR (R PG MR ) | i
— AR R B E R AR hr B T A A R
7% (Hoatson et al., 2006) .

WA 5 8K e B 28 0% 7 LR 26 A
SEPEIRAH R N IR (Yilgarn) s $7 38 Kty 57 2% N
SR A A I A IR, HARR 2 S kL
Wi R B R, 0 AR — o 20 I, L
KA 1) 53858 e 7E 22 e Mk i S AV 52 e 1 i
TR, A B R ~2.7 Ga, WK FR LT IR ERIA .
il 307 IR 22 47 3 % 7 1% & (Prospero) | 3K 15 % 7
(Redross) | #f B} # . (Scotia) | ® i ik $i7 (South
Windarra) . 3t A X 4E /K (Spargoville) . 3 52 i
(Tapinos) . 4k 5 % (Victor) | 4k 58 £ 47 4%+ (Victor
Shoot) . J3 /I B (Wannaway) % #~ (Jaques et al.,
2002) . b —LLEE ER B ARABERYAL T R T
(Southern Cross) (~3030~2720 Ma) 1 i i 4 H
(Northeastern Goldfields) ( >2.9~2.7 Ga) 4, Ui %K
[l % (Emily Ann) 48 57 3745 JE V. (Forrestania ) , 5 i
16 1 (Maggie Hays) | i [ ¢ (Ratbat) 7 K 8 5
(Rav 8) . fii 3C #r & ¥ (Ravensthorpe) . ifF K
(Seagull) . Bk &l /K (Trough Well) %5 4 (Nelson,

1997)

Lot 2 RV = 5 R A B R H P
oo i A LAY RS B AR A O, HEX TR
Eh P AR A A R PG 587 . SR
AERZIRE A AE, R R RS IS
FBHC A AL, 0 B TP AN IR I B A 0 A4
e o 2R N AE I AR AL 5K, 7 e R B
(Pilbara) 52 $17 38 4 ~2930~2890 Ma ( 1 3 ith 22 /R
(Radio Hill) K4E 14 /R (Mt Shol) ) , B /R il & 5.
P Sy ~2800~2700 Ma (41 - /R G 78 % 5 i
(Carr Boyd Rocks)#") , 2 /R 14 5 7% (Halls Creek )
T 1L 4 o ~1865~1840 Ma ( 1 35 #i I 3k (Sally
Malay) . & 1 JE B # (Copernicus) . 75 77 (Bow
River) . 7] 57, {f.f% (Corkwood ) . Keller Creek # ) , &
7% 75 K (Musgrave )4 “A~1080 Ma (411 Je i —E 51|
/K (Nebo— Babel) ., K 4§ 4 /& # (Mt Harcus) #)
(Hoatson et al., 2006) . # B0k BB 00 A7 76 P
WURNIE W B JE 8, AT 5 A R KO AR KL g
JE . B 5 WM RE B S B 0
A AREKR . BN KA TS JE T
(T AEA B (Avebury )W, VY K7 R ELH v v 55985 v
125 (Sherlock Bay ) A" /K A% B vid LU K2 AT wiq T
FEFAT I AR R s hE KR 5 T (Mt Martin)
B IR LR LI B i 945 11 L (Elizabeth Hill) Al
PiAr (Bamboo )" (Hoatson and Glaser, 1990)

WAL SEER o A FE BT W BL 2 JE 0 IR KA1, BT
AR, A B R I S, BT L2 e A
= RN TR AR SR AT FER 25l AR A
L A B B2 e R3S (Goro)
1 (Konlambo) . %5 1] # (Nakety ) . 1# #% i& (Bogota)
G0, BRI AR B2 AR (Murrin Murrin) | 25 B
(Cawse) Aii % (Bulong ) %4 (Elias, 2002) .

4 FREZREGHRAE R L5

RAETERL F21 30 4F 1, A7 3T 80% M- L 4 T
K, BB At = M TR 2 H AR D K (& 3a)
(USGS, 2011—2020?) . X & K Ry #6058
1 R RS NG| B0 | B 5 NI £ B s
(Wellmer and Becker—Platen, 2007® ; Mudd, 2010) .
SR, H TR B8 IR A0 A BRAE , B AN A X A
KAEFFZE 2 A, WA TG HE AR B 2RI BE i) 75 5K
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Fig.3 Nickel resource reserves and mine production of major countries in the world (after USGS, 2011—2020°)

AR E 2 (IEA, 2013°)

ARG RME RS )20 R EA Y
fis o 4 3¢ 1 Hb BT E A R £ PE (USGS, 2011—
2020°%) , 1k 2020 4, 4 BRER 4 R PE Rt & 9400
Jit, FEEZA B VEIE (2100 7 t) A FE
(2000 J7't) ELPE (1600 J3 t) KB T (690 J7 t) i 2
(550 J3t) ARHATE(480 Ji t) JinZE K (280 J7't) (E[H
(1077 )5 (EI3b, % 1),

2020 4F BRI A8 o 250 7 t, it 1
It ERAFRENE JE P (76 J1t) AEHERE (327
t) HRE T (28 J7t) B L2 2 (20 J7 ) RAAF]
W17 77 6) NER(5TT ) EBFE (77t A E(STT
t)MIEE (27 t) (K13d,2) . HAEpE e -
R AR 1, F 2R R 30.4%, H 2014 4E &
A BRI KR EE RN (B 3¢) o B R IAR LR
TENEEJE VE A ML R 22 £k, 2014 4 DU K
XA TSR, 2014—2017 4F 4 T A% - 48 L 1T,
2017—2019 4F S i b 2 1T B B, 2020 4F S IG

di L B 2% ok . % S&P Global Market
Intelligence 2020 444l , Aidl |45k F 2815 H
fitti (£3).

AERAE PRE R 0 A Mk A v 5L 2R 37 5 (Norilsk
Nickel) IR 7K % (Vale) | 3% BE 7] (Glencore ) | 5l
V¥ (BHPB) . 4 114 T (INMC) IR 2 i B4R |
R4 B 1 e PEUR | South32 2234 1t (Antam )
A HP T S AN AR L 1007 6, Bt ek
S 61% . AEKIEAER I — > BRI
=] FTE BE JE PO I A R A= 2k (NPT

5 B AT S A

H AT A2 =00 2 A BRI I A5 3 4
W, 2905 72%; 5 AR 5 13% ; FREEGUIREY 5 7%
L AT 15 7% s HABATINZ 1%, XHFRRc i
N eSS IROEE A i oNibl eI EE S Ry
Mo — g IR U AN A Tl ——45%
AR 0 2 R B s — o A0 e T X R
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®1 2RFTEERET RIEMEE (77 t) (# USGS, 2011—2020°)
Table 1 Nickel mineral resource reserves (ten thousand tons) of major countries in the world (after USGS, 2011—2020°)

= 51 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
EVJE Je VG IF. 390 390 390 450 450 450 450 2100 2100 2100
WOFE 2400 2000 1800 1900 1900 1900 1900 1900 2000 2000
i 870 750 840 910 1000 1000 1200 1100 1100 1600
W2 600 610 610 790 790 760 760 760 690 690
HE 550 550 550 550 550 550 550 550 550 550
e 110 110 110 310 310 480 480 480 480 480
JIIE PN 330 330 330 290 290 290 270 270 260 280
ES 0 0 16 16 16 16 13 11 11 10
HARHE K 2411 2446 2463 2599 2326 2156 1483 1415 1411 1400
AR 8000 7500 7400 8100 7800 7800 7400 8900 8900 9400

R A whs , b e B e IR A s S &
JREBLH X PERTEIR 3RS K o

ARG, AR ORGSR 2
TS TR 2025 4E BRI wE AT IA R 2
4970 J7 t, 2030 4 0] 3k 2] 24 5565 J7 ¢ (4 AR,
2020) ., AT, 7ERE R MR AR 1R, B RE IR
TRZE b Bk T Pt K, dE i shxd =t
REYHEBEM AT R —IoE A ERA R LIS
AR BhER ERER M IEURL , AR F Tt FH R B0R A R T
TRRYEE KA . #5 IEA \UBS . McKinney %5 2 X
MR A XA, , 2020—2030 4F- 4= 5Kk 51 7 H it 1E A% 41K}
I B BRI A ) R A S R 1 T SROK 2 — 25 4
Fo BT HEFEN TGS EE .
FUT IR AT AT R A R, R R R PR
HEASER . AT L R 3 R 4 R AR
PR B, A P T 3 TR 1) 75 SR AR G Ee A AR e, 1
WA A2 B A

PRI , 2 S — Bk 1) T B B D5 e SR 1
T, BRI H ek O AR R B JRIESR
7, T 525 [ 23 3 SR M 22 PR 2 oo B B AR
ML o ANGRETHER TR A ICE , IR R AT S 4
INRBR G IR AR S B BB, P 5 T
K FIHBIFEARK 48 B BRI B8 T 5 482 o ¢
TR AR AR PR A A R 2

6 4i it

(D) RERBE A ) 2 B AR ), B 223
BRI o R a AR TN e . a3
OIARAEINEE R RRAFE ARE Hr R A 5 K
s B AR EDRE JE VU B L2 e
PR A

(2) 2 BR T 2RI [ 50 BN Je iR k. JE
ESNEE SN L S IE IR AN DN NI IE PN
o FRA PRI A ROKITAY v LRI

2 ERFTEEREN W2 (7 t) (#8 USGS, 2011—2020°)
Table 2 Productions (ten thousousand tons) of nickel mines in major countries in the world (after USGS, 2011—2020°)

[ 51 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
FIVRE JE P I 29 22.8 44 17.7 13 19.9 345 60.6 80 76
T 27 2.4 44.6 523 55.4 34.7 36.6 34.5 42 32
W2 M 26.7 25.5 275 23.9 26.9 222 214 272 27 28

E LI AN A 13.1 13.2 16.4 17.8 18.6 20.7 21.5 21.6 22 20
WOFE 21.5 24.6 23.4 24.5 222 20.4 17.9 17 18 17
PN 22 20.5 223 23.5 23.5 23.6 21.4 17.6 18 15
e 10.9 13.9 13.8 10.2 16 16 7.86 7.44 6.7 7
e 7.1 6.82 6.6 5.04 5.64 5.16 5.28 5.1 5.1 5
ESE 0 0 0 0.43 272 241 221 1.76 1.4 2
HApEK 27.66  42.635  54.82 59.17 352 3436 36.99 36.6 37 29

AERREI KR 194 222 263 228 228 209 216 240 270 250
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Table 3 Reserves (ten thousousand tons) of major nickel projects in the world
g _ HEEL FrHERR B ey
g3 3
1 Polar Division el ez PJSC MMC Norilsk Nickel 6286000
2 Kingash ST 2 ONEXIM Group 2058419
3 Ronnbacken e Tt gt Archelon AB (Publ) 1174000
4 Kun—Manie JiE B —35 JE Hi 2 W Amur Minerals Corporation 867000
5 Maslovskoe s R AR} 2 W PJSC MMC Norilsk Nickel 727980
p Kola Division T P PJSC Mining e‘md M-etallurglcal 531000
Company Norilsk Nickel
Kevitsa LY 5 Boliden AB 443500
Caldag RIRIEME +HIH VTG Holdings A.S. 375000
Kulymbinskaya — FEMR ST R4 %ty PJSC MMC Norilsk Nickel 297000
10 Kulikovskoye FEFIRF R SRR 2 Russian Copper Company 204000
11 Skroska LSRR S FiI/RELJENE Gerold Sh.pk. 201177
12 Szklary fErehr 5 W= Lockett Consulting Services Pt 100800
13 Kivijarvi FE Y IR Y T W ONEXIM Group 88000
" Karikvavr_2 S i Government of Russia;Murmansk Regiol 69000
Property Fund
15 Souker P 2 Wi Hannan Metals Ltd. 61800
16  Voronezh R HEH e Ural Mining & Metallurgical Co 54100
17 Helongchangren  FlJp-KA= h Jilin Jien Nickel Industry Co. 47000
18  Krestovskoye o BT R RIER RS Unmed Owner 34000
19 Kuhmo 5 55 Boliden AB 33800
20  Espedalen IR ST Mk EMX Royalty Corporation 33500
21 Lappvattnet TR R Fif 4t Gungnir Resources Inc. 32000
Disa Corporacion Petrolifera S; Prilou, S.
22 Aguablanca B[ JIRAT 22~ [V L; Beta Asociados, S.L.; Grupo 21000
Empresarial Fuertes S.L.
23 Sakharevskoye B0 1 % T RHER 15 Government of Russia 18000
24 Tochilnogorskoye — FL7F i KR H e Government of Russia 11000
25  Lainejaur SEMN A Fify i Carnaby Resources Ltd. 10100
26  Hautalampi I P Explorex Resources Inc.,Private Interest 10000
27  Kungurskoye Bt HiRHR %ty Kungurskoye 9200
28  Ufaleynickel LR E S %ty Ufaleynickel;Rezh Nickel Plant 4800
29  Sirrka ViR 55 O'Y Alpro Ltd, TME Resources Inc 910

e RE AT L FIAH 1B FAT, v 0 B RE JE 7 I B

Bl

® IEA.

International Energy Agency, 1—8.

2013.

Key World Energy Statistics[R].

Paris:

VBIEBA 7 Z —  FEAR AR — BUN IR BEUR
R I, S R RS IR BER T i, O
G EREA TR A BCE , ISR B A Ay Ik B
T SR BT PR AR AR R

@ USGS. 2011—2020. Minerals Commodity Summaries[R].
Reston, Virginia, United States Geological Survey.

@ Wellmer F W, Becker P J D. 2007. Global Nonfuel Mineral
Resources and Sustainability[R]. United States Geological Survey, 1—
16.
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