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Zircon U-Pb age, geochemical characteristics, and tectonic implications of the early Permian

ultrabasic dykes in the Harlik Mountain, east Tianshan, Xinjiang

Abstract: [Objective] During multiple stages of magmatic activity in the Harlik Mountains of the east Tianshan,
extensive granitic and mafic dyke swarms were formed. This study aims to constrain the closure time of the Paleo-Asian
Ocean in this area and to elucidate the tectonic environment in which ultrabasic dykes were formed. [Methods] This study
reports petrography, geochemistry, and zircon U-Pb ages of a particular type of ultrabasic dyke swarms (amphibolites) in
Qincheng, Hami. [Results] The amphibolites have SiO, contents from 39.00% to 45.48%, TiO, contents from 1.60% to
3.01%, and Mg" values from 50 to 60. They are relatively weakly enriched in light rare earth elements (La/Yb)y =
1.34~2.25) and show no Eu anomalies (6Eu = 0.76~1.12). They are enriched in large ion lithophile elements (LILEs: Rb,
Ba, K, Sr) and depleted in high field strength elements (HFSEs: Nb, Zr, Hf). The amphibolites belong to the alkaline rock
series. LA-MC-ICP-MS zircon U-Pb dating reveals that these three amphibolites crystallized at 298.4+1.7 Ma, 297.7+1.6
Ma, and 295.5+1.6 Ma, respectively. Whole rock Sr-Nd analysis reveals initial ¥St/*Sr ratios from 0.7047 to 0.7051 and
exa(?t) values from —2.63 to 1.81. [Conclusion] Based on the comprehensive analysis of regional geology, chronology,
geochemistry, and Sr-Nd isotopes, it is suggested that the primitive magma of the early Permian amphibolites in Qincheng
may have been created by partial melting of the lithospheric mantle, and these rocks were formed in a post-collisional
extensional tectonic setting. It is furthermore implied that the Paleo-Asian Ocean in the Harlik Mountains region closed
before the early Permian.
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Fig. 1 Simplified geological map of the Harlik Mountain region

(a) Geological sketch map of the Central Asian Orogenic Belt and the

adjacent region (modified after Jahn et al., 2000b); (b) Regional geological

map of the Harlik mountains (modified after Regional Geological Survey Brigade of the Geology Bureau of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous

Region, 1966)
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Fig. 2 Field and microscopic characteristics of hornblendite from Qincheng

(a) Ultrabasic dike; (b) Hornblendite; (c) Photomicrograph of the hornblendite (+); (d) Photomicrograph of the hornblendite (+)
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Table 1 LA-ICP-MS zircons U-Pb data for the hornblendites
L L LA IR L I8 M

Pb  Th PpPh  1g  PbASU 1o PHAFU e P Pb 16 YPHA¥U 1o PbAFU 1o
HQ.1-1 21 241 416 058  0.0515  0.0013 03365 0.0092 0.0474  0.0007 264 59 294 8 298 4
HQ.1-2 8 66 156 042 00546  0.0030 0.3555 0.0199  0.0473  0.0007 394 123 309 17 298 4
HQ.I-3 24 370 457 081  0.0539 0.0012 03443 0.0086 0.0463  0.0006 368 52 300 7 292 4
HQ.I-4 28 366 536 0.8  0.0539 0.0012 03509 0.0084 0.0473  0.0007 365 48 305 7 298 4
HQ.I-5 45 617 847 073  0.0541  0.0009 03566 0.0072 0.0478  0.0007 374 39 310 6 301 4
HQ.I-6 22 300 422 071  0.0559 0.0015 03687 0.0105 0.0478  0.0007 449 59 319 9 301 4
HQ.I-7 25 228 524 043 00567 00011 03662 0.0079 0.0469  0.0006 478 43 317 7 295 4
HQ.I-8 47 768 845 091  0.0528  0.0009 03468 0.0069 0.0476  0.0007 321 39 302 6 300 4
HQ.I-9 32 463 609 0.76  0.0550 0.0011 0.3587 0.0079 0.0473  0.0007 413 44 311 7 298 4
HQ.I-10 14 203 252 081  0.0551  0.0023 03609 0.0157 0.0475  0.0007 416 93 313 14 299 4
HQ.I-11 16 151 336 045  0.0526  0.0021 03433  0.0147 0.0473  0.0007 313 90 300 13 298 4
HQ.I-12 17 160 341 047  0.0548 0.0015 03611 0.0105 0.0478  0.0007 403 61 313 9 301 4
HQ.I-13 17 168 341 049  0.0536 0.0016 03510 0.0114 0.0475  0.0007 355 68 305 10 299 4
HQ.1-14 14 126 285 044  0.0552  0.0017 03590 0.0118 0.0472  0.0007 419 69 311 10 297 4
HQ.1-15 10 91 215 042 00596  0.0025 0.3899 0.0166 0.0475  0.0007 588 9 334 14 299 4
HQ.I-16 31 479 567 0.84  0.0541  0.0013 03439 0.0086 0.0461  0.0006 375 52 300 7 291 4
HQ.1-17 34 322 678 048  0.0563 0.0012 03683 0.0089 0.0474  0.0007 464 48 318 8 299 4
HQ.1-18 8 91 155 059  0.0544  0.0028 03600 0.0191  0.0480  0.0007 388 118 312 17 302 4
HQ.I-19 11 133 206 0.65  0.0532 0.0024 03463 0.0161 0.0472  0.0007 337 102 302 14 297 4
HQ.1-20 14 196 251 0.78  0.0525  0.0021 03379  0.0139  0.0467  0.0006 306 91 296 12 294 4
HQ.1-21 20 184 407 045  0.0495 0.0014 03189  0.0096 0.0467  0.0007 173 65 281 8 294 4
HQ.1-22 9 126 175 072  0.0520 0.0029 03376 0.0196 0.0471  0.0007 284 129 295 17 297 4
HQ.1-23 14 143 273 052  0.0541 0.0018 03544 0.0123 0.0476  0.0006 373 75 308 11 299 4
HQ.1-24 15 163 289 056  0.0558 0.0015 03650 0.0107 0.0475  0.0006 443 62 316 9 299 4
HQ.1-25 15 218 287 0.76  0.0513  0.0017 03331 0.0115 0.0471  0.0006 254 76 292 10 297 4
HQ.2-1 15 144 326 044 00553 0.0014 03553 0.0096 0.0466  0.0007 422 55 309 8 294 4
HQ.2-2 15 144 307 047  0.0552  0.0015 03566 0.0103 0.0469  0.0007 419 60 310 9 295 4
HQ.2-3 15 139 315 044 00549 0.0015 03557 0.0103 0.0470  0.0007 409 60 309 9 296 4
HQ.2-4 17 222 334 066 00573 0.0014 03776 0.0099  0.0478  0.0007 502 52 325 8 301 4
HQ.2-5 16 222 308 072 0.0526 0.0016 03504 0.0114 0.0483  0.0007 311 70 305 10 304 4
HQ2-6 29 287 578 050  0.0517 0.0010 03431 0.0076 0.0481  0.0007 272 4 299 7 303 4
HQ2-7 79 772 1600 0.48  0.0519  0.0007 03407 0.0060 0.0476  0.0007 282 33 298 5 300 4
HQ2-8 28 263 566 046  0.0528 0.0010 03496 0.0075 0.0480  0.0007 321 43 304 7 302 4
HQ.2-9 10 165 188 0.88  0.0533  0.0021 03519 0.0142  0.0479  0.0007 341 88 306 12 302 4
HQ2-10 54 541 1098 0.49  0.0524  0.0008 03455 0.0065 0.0478  0.0007 302 36 301 6 301 4
HQ2-11 50 612 956 0.64  0.0538 0.0009 03564 0.0069 0.0480  0.0007 364 37 310 6 302 4
HQ2-12 61 666 1201 055  0.0535 0.0008 03531 0.0065 0.0479  0.0007 348 35 307 6 302 4
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HQ2-13 104 1557 1900 0.82  0.0537  0.0008 03553  0.0062 0.0480  0.0007 360 33 309 5 302 4
HQ.2-14 247 4021 4426 091  0.0522  0.0007 03430 0.0059 0.0477  0.0007 294 32 299 5 300 4
HQ.2-15 137 1680 2649 0.63  0.0522  0.0007 03415 0.0057 0.0474  0.0007 296 32 298 5 299 4
HQ2-16 34 457 652 070  0.0525 0.0011 03440 0.0081 0.0475  0.0007 308 49 300 7 299 4
HQ.2-17 24 235 490 048  0.0542 00011 03561 0.0083 0.0476  0.0007 380 45 309 7 300 4
HQ.2-18 41 408 817 050  0.0524  0.0008 03426 0.0066 0.0475  0.0007 301 37 299 6 299 4
HQ.2-19 9 71 193 037  0.0535 0.0019 03492 0.0127 0.0473  0.0007 350 80 304 11 298 4
HQ.2-20 62 767 1192 0.64  0.0534  0.0008 0348 0.0063 0.0473  0.0007 347 34 304 5 298 4
HQ.2-21 218 3113 4157 0.75  0.0525 0.0007 03338 0.0056 0.0461  0.0007 307 31 292 5 291 4
HQ2-22 206 3487 3680 095  0.0544  0.0008 03520 0.0058 0.0469  0.0007 388 31 306 5 296 4
HQ.2-23 19 302 347 087  0.0556 0.0015 03535 0.0101 0.0461  0.0007 437 59 307 9 291 4
HQ.2-24 82 888 1620 055  0.0523  0.0008 03408 0.0061 0.0473  0.0007 299 34 298 5 298 4
HQ2-25 61 683 1240 055  0.0536 0.0008 03432 0.0062 0.0464  0.0006 355 36 300 5 293 4
HQ.3-1 14 221 281 079 00536  0.0020 03401 0.0130 0.0460  0.0006 354 85 297 11 290 4
HQ.3-2 201 3704 3656 101  0.0543  0.0007 03497 0.0059 0.0467  0.0006 384 31 304 5 294 4
HQ.3-3 60 434 1268 034 00531  0.0008 03449 0.0060 0.0471  0.0006 333 34 301 5 297 4
HQ.3-4 89 993 1769 056  0.0533  0.0008 03467 0.0058 0.0472  0.0006 341 32 302 5 297 4
HQ3-5 149 1199 3224 037  0.0540  0.0008 03407 0.0055 0.0458  0.0006 371 32 298 5 288 4
HQ.3-6 62 798 1214 0.66 00539  0.0008 03472 0.0061 0.0467  0.0007 368 33 303 5 294 4
HQ.3-7 83 923 1658 056  0.0539  0.0008 03531 0.0060 0.0475  0.0006 367 33 307 5 299 4
HQ.3-8 56 241 1227 020  0.0538  0.0008 03510 0.0065 0.0473  0.0007 363 35 305 6 298 4
HQ3-9 188 3744 3165 1.8  0.0534 00007 03492 0.0059 0.0474  0.0007 346 31 304 5 299 4
HQ3-10 56 755 1053 0.72  0.0538  0.0008 03525 0.0066 0.0475  0.0007 364 34 307 6 299 4
HQ3-11 54 443 1109 040  0.0526  0.0008 03426 0.0062 0.0472  0.0007 312 35 299 5 298 4
HQ3-12 38 149 830 0.8  0.0526 0.0009 03425 0.0068 0.0473  0.0007 311 38 299 6 298 4
HQ3-13 23 212 476 045 0.0533  0.0011 03468 0.0081 0.0472  0.0007 341 48 302 7 297 4
HQ3-14 73 1709 1177 145  0.0527  0.0008 03404 0.0061 0.0469  0.0007 316 34 297 5 295 4
HQ3-15 20 152 423 036  0.0534 00013 03456 0.0089 0.0469  0.0007 347 54 301 8 296 4
HQ.3-16 180 1452 3774 038  0.0528  0.0007 03405  0.0057 0.0468  0.0007 320 31 298 5 295 4
HQ3-17 13 118 252 047 00532 0.0023 03516 0.0152 0.0479  0.0008 338 98 306 13 302 5
HQ3-18 18 199 366 055  0.0549 00014 03558 0.0099 0.0470  0.0007 409 58 309 9 29 4
HQ3-19 26 173 561 031  0.0529 0.0010 03442 0.0073 0.0472  0.0006 326 43 300 6 297 4
HQ.3-20 130 1257 2672 047  0.0526  0.0007 03425 0.0056 0.0472  0.0006 314 31 299 5 297 4
HQ3-21 17 140 350 040  0.0557 0.0012 03614 00088 0.0470  0.0007 441 49 313 8 296 4
HQ.3-22 78 1530 1447 106  0.0536  0.0008 03434 0.0061 0.0465  0.0006 354 35 300 5 293 4
HQ3-23 20 165 435 038  0.0534 0.0013 03432 0.0086 0.0466  0.0006 345 53 300 8 294 4
HQ3-24 17 118 369 032  0.0523 00018 03345 00115 0.0463  0.0006 300 76 293 10 292 4
HQ3-25 27 248 566 044  0.0543  0.0013 03477 0.0091 0.0464  0.0006 383 55 303 8 293 4
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Table 2 Major (%), REE and trace element (x10°) concentrations of the Qincheng hornblendite

S HQ-1 HQ-2 HQ-3 HQ-4 ZK3-1-9 ZK1-2-7 S HQ-1 HQ-2 HQ-3 HQ-4 ZK3-1-9 ZKI-2-7
wE fINAE ANAE AMINAE ANASE fINAS ANAE Ak fINAE fAINAE fAINAE fINAE ANAE fINAH
Sio, 4432 4548 41.06 39.00 4030 4122 ||sb 0.29 0.25 0.19 0.35 0.02 0.12
ALO, 18.41 2283 19.42 1721 16.96 17.36 || Cs 1.64 2.85 2.14 0.63 1.24 2.71
CaO 9.88 9.36 11.43 10.01  9.96 7.85 || Ba 201 241 104 96 101 177
TFe,0,  13.42 10.41 14.12 1878 1638 1523 || La 10.20 5.33 3.83 5.06 3.90 7.49
FeO 4.89 5.06 6.85 995 945 934 || Ce 29.10 14.10 1130  15.20 12.70 21.70
K,O 0.81 1.41 0.42 035 037 1.07 || Pr 421 2.07 1.96 2.41 2.14 334
MgO 6.91 4.44 7.66 831  9.40 9.77 || Nd 22.50 11.00 1200  10.20 8.76 13.70
MnO 0.11 0.08 0.11 0.13  0.13 0.16 || Sm 6.69 3.66 4.40 4.57 4.03 5.19
Na,0 231 224 1.90 1.75 1.92 1.77 || Eu 1.98 1.23 1.48 1.35 1.21 1.35
P,0;s 0.23 0.06 0.03 0.02 0.3 0.08 || Gd 5.52 2.98 3.45 5.05 4.60 5.70
TiO, 2.05 1.60 2.03 3.01 274 2.03 || Tb 1.10 0.55 0.65 0.88 0.78 0.96
LOI 1.51 2.04 1.71 1.41 1.82 3.45 || Dy 6.69 3.79 436 5.25 4.63 5.71
Total 99.96  99.94 99.90 99.99  100.01 99.98 || Ho 1.40 0.76 0.82 1.06 0.90 1.16
Li 1670  14.10 17.70 16.00  11.90 37.90 || Er 3.60 1.84 226 2.67 2.45 2.91
Be 1.00 1.09 0.43 046 043 0.86 || Tm 0.50 0.29 0.33 037 0.33 0.43
Sc 5510 36.70 47.70 84.20  76.50 7220 || Yb 3.06 1.84 1.84 2.00 1.96 2.43
\% 553 410 576 1030 906 616 Lu 0.43 0.24 0.26 0.26 0.26 0.36
Cr 5.03 2.54 34.60 27.00  31.00 95.40 ||Y 37.30 21.20 2270 25.00 21.80 28.20
Co 57.80 3240 49.90 70.10 7820 63.20 || EREE 96.98 49.68 4893 5633 48.65 72.43
Ni 1260  11.50 52.40 1280  14.40 32.70 || LREE/HREE 3.35 3.04 2.51 221 2.06 2.68
Cu 9290  134.00 81.60 46.60  64.40 64.80 || (La/Yb)y 225 1.95 1.40 1.71 1.34 2.08
Zn 166 118 152 104 95 105 SEu 0.97 111 1.12 0.86 0.86 0.76
Ga 2220  24.00 22.90 2230  18.40 18.40 || Ta 0.29 0.26 0.21 0.77 0.62 0.66
Rb 2350 50.60 7.09 8.80  7.44 42.10 ||W 0.35 0.59 0.46 0.77 0.13 0.78
Sr 529 594 612 508 440 334 Tl 0.17 0.38 0.07 0.044 0.028 0.26
Hf 2.19 127 1.55 1.63 1.26 1.67 || Pb 5.28 4.95 3.47 3.06 1.96 3.73
Zr 4310  29.70 36.00 43.00 31.60 4520 ||Bi 0.15 0.25 0.22 031 0.05 0.16
Nb 3.37 2.64 1.90 299 226 3.13 || Th 1.27 1.41 0.30 0.6 0.54 0.98
Mo 0.22 0.32 0.17 026  0.19 020 ||U 0.43 0.82 0.18 037 0.48 0.51
cd 0.17 0.17 0.14 0.18  0.04 0.15 || Mg’ 55 50 56 51 57 60
In 0.10 0.10 0.09 0.13  0.09 0.10

#: Mg’ =(Mg0/40.31)/(MgO/40.31+TFe,0,*0.8998/71.85%0.85)x 100

4 FBHIAF A

41 FETENMPETE

£ IN A 5 SI0, & & X ] g 39.009%~45.48%,
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Table 3 Whole rock Rb-Sr and Sm-Nd isotopic data

Fedh Rb/x10°  Sr/x10° YRb/ASr  ¥St/*Sr 26 (VSr/*Sr),  Sm/x10° Nd/x10° YSm/'"Nd 'Nd/'"“Nd 25 (‘“*Nd/"“Nd) ew()
HQ-1 23.50 529 0.128  0.705626 17  0.705090 6.69 22.50 0.180 0512639 10 0.512290 0.67
HQ-2 50.60 594 0.246  0.706168 11  0.705139 3.66 11.00 0.201 0512739 9 0.512347 1.81
HQ-3 7.09 612 0.034  0.704935 14  0.704796 4.40 12.00 0.222 0512551 11 0512123  -2.63
HQ-4 8.80 508 0.050  0.705065 6 0.704857 457 10.20 0.271 0512757 3 0512234 047
ZK3-1-9 7.44 440 0.049  0.705048 7  0.704845 4.03 8.76 0.278 0512776 13 0512239  —0.37
ZK1-2-7  42.10 334 0365  0.706207 9  0.704696 5.19 13.70 0.229 0512673 3 0512231  —0.53
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Fig. 3 CL images of zircon from the hornblendites
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Fig.4 U-Pb concordia diagrams for zircon from the hornblendite
(a) Concordia diagram for zircon from the sample HQ-1; (b)
Concordia diagram for zircon from the sample HQ-2; (c¢) Concordia

diagram for zircon from the sample HQ-3
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Fig. 6 Rare earth element and trace element diagrams for the hornblendite in Qincheng

(a) Chondrite-normalized rare earth element distribution pattern diagram; (b) Primary Mantle- normalized trace element spider diagram(the

chondrite normalization values are from Boynton, 1984, and the primitive mantle normalization values are from Sun and McDonough, 1989)
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Fig. 7 (YSt/*Sr)vs. ena(?) diagram and Th/Yb-Nb/Yb diagram for the hornblendite in Qincheng, Hami

(a) (¥Sr/*Sr)i-ena (¢) diagram; (b) Th/Yb-Nb/Yb diagram (Pearce, 2008)

The numbers in Figure a represent the proportion of crustal materials involved. The values of the parameters Nd (x10°°), ena(?), Sr (x10°°) and
(¥Sr/*Sr); used for the calculation are as follows: for the asthenospheric mantle, they are 1.2, +8, 20 and 0.703 respectively; for basalt, they are

15, +8, 200 and 0.704 respectively; for the upper crust, they are 30, —12, 250 and 0.740 respectively (after Jahn et al., 2000a); for the lower crust,
they are 20, —15, 230 and 0.708 respectively (after Wu et al., 2000).
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