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Discovery of volcanic matter in the Upper Maokou Formation of the Wumengshan area : Evidence of early activity of the
Emeishan mantle plume. Geological Bulletin of China, 2024, 43(7): 1207-1220

Abstract: The Emeishan mantle plume activity is an important geological event in Phanerozoic. To deepen our understanding on the
evolution of the Emeishan mantle plume activity in the Wumengshan area of northeastern Yunnan, the isotopic chronology, zircon trace
element, zircon Lu—Hf isotopes and dental spines of the middle and upper tuffs of the Maokou Formation in this area were investigated,
which is a new direct petrology evidence for the evolution of Emeishan mantle plume activity in the Wumengshan area of northeast
Yunnan Province, and the result shows that the zircon U-Pb age of the uppermost tuffs of the Maokou Formation is 268.7 +
1.7 Ma(MSWD=0.89, n=8), consisting with the Jinogondolella aserrata, which is a typical molecule of the Permian Guadalupian
Wordian. The zircon trace element characteristics of the uppermost tuffs of the Maokou Formation show affinities of basalt magma
origin and continental arc—type tectonic setting, together with a high Th/Nb value, indicating a volcanic activity pre the large—scale
eruption of the Emeishan Large Igneous Province. The &,(7) value of the zircons of the Maokou Formation is —6.7~11.6, indicating that
the volcanic activity pre the Emeishan mantle plume was strongly influenced by the mantle plume materials and more crustal materials.
The discovery of tuff in Maokou Formation shows that the Emeishan mantle plume has undergone a small—scale magmatic eruption in
the Wumengshan area during the in the Permian Guadalupian Wordian. During this period, the mantle plume mainly played the role of
conducting heat to the lithosphere and melting some mantle materials, which added new evidence for the establishment of Emeishan
mantle plume model.

Key words: mantle plume; Emeishan flood basalt; volcanicity; Maokou Formation; conodont; zircon U—Pb ages; Lu—Hf; geological
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Province, ELIP), 2 [E 458 N £ 74 [ Py AR A AT
B KK A A, Rt A 0 9 s T A0 A R O
B2 —, Hol K W s A % e S PR e
WELEMER A WA . YR A | BEIKCA S,
P H R 205 0 25 3 T AR v & DU, ™ e 2 S5
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% & A RURIIE AL IR AR . o, CTIRJE
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al., 2002; faT ki, 2016; TR ZHMESE, 2021), FHETE

s e b 24 SRR 1L TR A A AT e R 4 PR
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(2021) iz 48— IR 37 2 HOER AL 2 AR AE X e JE 1L
ZEA I IE 200, 16 FE g A AT RE TR T 1000~900
Ma 1Y) Rodinia #8 KRl 54 s AT A RS, 2207 T4k
ACH (7~ 8 AZAF )18 KT A 2% i b R b 50
(1996)TAhy, ik i Hb i A 5 350 04 64 0% sl T
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(%541 U=Pb [0 2 A R, 34 A5 A AR N
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Fig. 1 The distribution map of the Emeishan Large Igneous Province (ELIP) (a) and simplified geological map of the study area(b)
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AR B, BRI AR &I
FF SR FH B S kL kSR AR 14 5 =X, OB BE R )N
430 pmo B SCRAE BT B E R 20 s KRS
F, 50 st Rl & 20 s #hik . B 5~10 AR i
SR A— B G RRRE(91500) , f F A B IAS 1Y 85 41
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i £ I0E AT ME K A, Bu R iRZLE 7R
H, Ce W/RIRFNAIE S, 5A KA 85 A R IE—
1 (Rubatto, 2002; BXEFF4F, 2018) . Eu 54
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Fig.2 Zircon CL images of the Maokou Formation tuff in the Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan

F1 EFRLELMXF OHRERE LA-ICP-MS £57 U-Pb EAIRMIXLER
Table 1 Zircon U—Pb isotopic dating for the Maokou Formation tuff in the Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan

JLR /107 CIENE4(: Rl 37 A% /Ma

pigillsa
m Th/U 27pp/

Pb Th U wpp 20 PPU 26 POAPU L 26 PHPb 26 Pb/U 26 *PTU 26 /%

1 115 79.8 306 03 0.110 0.003  4.651 0.140  0.301  0.005 1806 55 1758 25 1696 24 96

2 40 211 513 04 0.049 0.002 0421 0.019 0.062 0.001 132 101 357 13 388 6 91
3 248 178 474 04 0.048 0.002 0283 0.013 0.042 0.001 106 104 253 10 267 5 94
4" 403 174 539 03 0.088 0.006 0637 0032 0.053  0.002 1380 134 500 20 334 11 60
5 245 175 469 04 0.051 0.003 0302 0.016 0.043  0.001 258 86 268 12 269 5 99
6 13 664 732 09 0064 0.004 1.101 0.072 0.126  0.003 745 137 754 35 763 16 98
7 358 136 170 08 0.075 0.004 1501 0.071 0.145  0.003 1065 98 931 29 872 17 93
8§ 303 205 574 04 0.052 0.002 0307 0.012 0.043  0.001 265 94 272 9 272 4 99
9 37.1 213 223 1 0.063 0002 1.001 0.034 0.115 0.002 698 69 704 17 701 9 99
10 132 97 324 03 0.112 0.003 5073 0.120 0323  0.004 1839 44 1832 20 1805 21 98
11 325 381 578 0.7 0.050 0.002 0295 0.014 0.043 0.001 189 105 263 11 268 5 97
12279 221 523 04 0.050 0.003 0297 0.015 0.043 0.001 191 120 264 12 271 6 97
13 345 408 607 0.7 0.054 0.003 0320 0.017 0.043 0.001 354 122 282 13 272 5 96
14 463 248 252 1 0.067 0.003 1.168  0.048  0.126  0.002 828 92 786 23 763 13 97
15 317 354 577 0.6 0.050 0.003 0293 0.016 0.042 0.001 206 130 261 12 266 5 98
16 237 753 123 0.6 0.065 0.003 1.317  0.061  0.147  0.003 765 98 853 27 885 18 96
17 268 305 481 0.6 0.051 0.003 0299 0.014 0.042 0.001 258 132 266 11 265 5 99

e I AR /N T 90%, I FIEE=100x (1—abs((**Pb/?*U)age—(*""Pb/*?°U)age) )/( ((***Pb/***U)age+(*"Pb/***U)age)/2) ) )

EH N Jinogondolella aserrata(KIJRL 1 —g), T fEHIRE G A 268.8+0.5 Ma, X 5458 X 5 1140
Jinogondolella aserrata "N —.7& Z JN &% 5 IR BEIK 854 U-Pb 418 268.7+1.7 MatifT .

B I At bR o2 1 (Henderson, 2016)(FJR 1 —-h), 3.5 $&fA Lu—Hf B{I=

TR EAE (2019) K Ho i BV R IR BB (9 IF 46, TR 6 M4 Lu— H [R5 Re iR BE W4 3, #ic i
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Table 2 Zircon trace elements analysis for the tuff samples from the Maokou Formation in the
Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan 10°°
- PMO035-1- PMO035-1- PMO035-1- PMO035-1- PMO035-1- PMO035-1- PMO035-1- PMO035-1-
IRZ-03 IRZ-05 IRZ-08 IRZ-11 IRZ-12 IRZ-13 IRZ-15 IRZ-17
La 0.06 0.01 0.30 0.12 0.02 0.01 0.05 0.26
Ce 6.20 3.65 7.24 11.4 6.84 10.2 51.1 11.9
Pr 0.05 0.09 0.10 0.65 0.08 0.07 0.06 0.11
Nd 1.22 2.31 1.70 11.9 1.57 1.17 1.49 1.45
Sm 3.60 5.23 3.61 23.8 4.74 9.62 28.0 19.7
Eu 0.18 0.36 0.21 4.82 0.45 1.00 4.52 3.03
Gd 23.7 34.1 28.5 124 31.7 40.5 123 73.5
Tb 8.31 12.9 10.2 39.2 11.7 13.9 37.4 25.6
Dy 103 168 134.6 437 149 159 409 302
Ho 41.6 65.3 53.7 152 58.9 59.9 144 113
Er 188 297.3 246.1 63 267 264 585 500
Tm 39.4 61.1 51.2 120 553 54.4 111 99.1
Yb 360.3 554 470 1040 511 485 933 892
Lu 72.7 113 94.0 197 102 96.0 175 178
Y 1186 1827 1511 4131 1657 1710 3824 3204
Sc 274 424 276 463 322 298 262 406
Ti 17.9 6.47 2.39 10.1 8.84 3.38 9.10 11.2
Rb 0.17 0.06 0.17 0.61 0.29 0.26 0.73 0.55
Sr 0.15 0.13 0.36 0.44 0.42 3.06 2.81 7.99
Hf 12220 11947 12360 9882 10956 10596 10493 9302
Ta 2.84 2.23 3.68 2.06 2.74 2.78 2.30 2.18
w 0.47 0.51 0.26 0.76 0.41 0.18 0.42 0.54
Nb 8.05 6.88 9.26 7.03 8.51 7.90 8.28 8.70
YXREE 848.9 1316 1102 2792 1200 1195 2602 2220
LREE 11.3 11.6 13.1 52.7 13.7 22.04 85.2 36.5
HREE 837 1304 1089 2739 1186 1173 2516 2183
SEu 0.05 0.06 0.04 0.22 0.08 0.13 0.20 0.21
8Ce 25.6 12.7 10.08 5.09 24.9 439 204 17.1
1.2 " 10000
1.0 & 1000
®
0.8 ° LE 100
§ 06 ® * . % 10
0.4 o o ° ﬁ 1
° s
0.2 0.1
0.0 T T T -
264 266 268 270 272 274 1000 2000 LaCe PrNd SmEuGdTbDyHo ErTmYbLu

U-Pb 4%/ Ma
B3 EARIGEE LM X EE O KA TR Th/U E5 A5 ] (a) FIERRBRA AR HR - 00 R 4 2R (b)
(BRRLIS A BRAEAL A Sun et al., 1989)
Fig. 3 The diagram of Th/ U ratios (a) and chondrite normalized REE patterns (b) of the zircons from the

Maokou Formation tuff in the Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan
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5 T BE K 85 41 U-Pb 4F % 268.7 Ma 1155 &,,(¢)
{HH-6.7~11.6, F-I{E HK—0.2, B Bt Hf LA
(Typ,) N 1715~552 Ma, T3 BiER M, 1 551
e O S5HA S SRR, B 1 58, Ha
5 AR £, (0) PRI N 2.5, Typ, N 1715~1168
Ma, F-H{E K 1448 Ma.

4 i

4.1 FOARKREEANTEAR
gt U-Pb 445G Jinogondolella aserrata 2F
AW, BoR 558 L X 3 OB IR AT TR
i M IR A1) 268.7+1.7 Ma., 85 A1 B T R EHIE
TERI S A SRR By A 28 K Ry T B
BLNE, RIEE RIS R A IG 8 AR RVER . L 1E
A EEH IS AR (Wang et al., 2012; &4 E P4,
2018). N b SCHTIR, AR SE 11 20 Bk K A v BB A
IR FHE . BN CHRHE M Th/U B, AT 5
YA N . AL, 56 D BE IR A RS A Y HE &
£ 9032x10 °~12360x10° Z [i], ‘F-I{H K 10669 x
107°, S 111 % A 55 — Wi [ S8 K e i
Hf fH(9187x10°~13420 x10°° ZJa], ‘F-HI{H K
11234x107°) ML (7135, 2022b), 1 Belousova
et al. (2002) R G0 EEE I KA A Ja #EST RS A il
HICE Y-U Kf#. Yb/Sm-Y [KIfi#t S Nb/Ta—Y [Efi#
(&l 4—a, b, o) 1, 2 A EE A A SR 1L 2 2
— 7€ 1] B A B8 e R R 43R v T B A XK
UL R R O S, HLELA AH ] B B 5 1

WIS FAHEE I Pl g S ke 1L 2 R TRE

Grimes et al.(2015) A4 5300 20K BUA H
ARMEICER, B4 T Nb/Yb-U/Yb Elf# .
Nb/Yb—Sc/Yb Elfi#t. Sc/Yb—U/Yb [Klf# (& 4—d, e, f)
S A BE A B A TR JE 1D 2 A 5 — i ]
BB SRR TR R AR IX, 1B 2% nl BE 4k
H IR OCERES, M VL4 55 (2022a) X 55 7 JE L1
LA Z W E R AT T A OCHESY, R E
JEAL RS BB BE B IR 0 JE Ly b A T B 1 JE 0
Yo GEHISE O EE s SORE 1L K A S — e ]
EEPCE P AT 2 s KIS & Hr i L 6 3l )
FEMI . ARTC 268.7+1.7 Ma B35 1 21 5E K 7 R 0 JiE
A 2 R RRARRIE & T 2 52 LMl DX %) K LU 3l
PEAE T EHEUEDE
4.2 IREHIEH SN ILTESD

FEREATH, NAHZSJCE W HE, Th, Nb %%, A DI
HEA PR IX IV FESS B (Yang et al., 2012), A3
BE A Nb & m AR T AR e N SRR 8 A1, A ot e
Nb/Hf HHAI, 11 Th/Nb HA R . FENR A 2K, i
ek ﬁ%éi"im Th/Nb {H IR HE/Th (5., 4
KT, &% Th 09 eds i, SEHEAKY
Th/Nb {E%ﬂm Hf/Th {H B 4%F1E (Sun et al., 1989;
Grimes et al., 2015), X ELREAEFIALEAT B T 50 4 4h
L b 3o TR B FH A A R B i Ak 52

5 OV BE IR 85 A FE i 6 3 Th/Nb—Hf/Th [&]
fif (& 5—a) T & FHI0R C IR S N+ il 1 A% 1Y)

=3

SISy, 7E Th/U— Nb/HE [l (& 5-b) Hhl) 5 7%

HFILE MKy AOERRESER Lu-Hf BIRSE

Table3 Zircon Lu—Hf isotopic composition of the tuff samples from the Maokou Formation in the

Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan

S5 UHE'HE lo "7Lu/ "Hf lo 7Y b/ THE lo FiMa  £,(0) £,{) 1o Tp/Ma Tpy/Ma  fioe
1 0282955 0.000027 0.004534  0.000036  0.142001  0.000961  268.7 65 116 09 464 552 —0.86
2 0282674 0.000020 0.002717  0.000018  0.090821  0.000302  268.7 -35 19 07 858 1168 —0.92
30282551  0.000018 0.000812 0.000013  0.023630  0.000453 2687 —7.8 21 06 987 1422 -0.98
4 0282511 0.000015 0.000799  0.000018  0.025509  0.000496 2687  -92 -3.5 05 1042 1512 -0.98
5 0282558 0.000021 0.002206  0.000035  0.065357  0.000977 2687  -7.6 2.1 0.7 1015 1423 —0.93
6 0282419 0.000018 0.000533  0.000015 0.014922  0.000475  268.7 —125 -67 06 1162 1715 —0.98

e 61 (0) IS el (1) HAF RO L

W enefts from WHIE B RE TR A N ey (0)=((("*HE/VTHE ) = ('7°Lu/'7"HI)x

(=) HI T H ey o= ( L/ THD (€7 =1))=1)x10000; Ty =1/AxIn(1+(("HE HEg=(HE " Hi)ppy) /(7L HE=( L/ " HD)p)); o=
Tosr—(Toy—0) X((~0.548192771F, 1 )/(~0.548192771-0.156626506)); f; ("L "HE)/( " HE/ HE) o1, 251, (7Lu/"He)g Al (°HE'7HE) bk
TR s (TOLu/ THE) = 0.0332, (VSHE THE) yup o = 0.282772 (Blichert-Toft et al., 1997); (*Lu/"Hf)p,=0.0384, (7°Hf/'7"Hf),,=0.28325;

1=1.865x10"""/a (Séderlund et al.,2004)
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Fig. 4 Discriminant diagrams of protolith and tectonic setting of the zircon in Maokou Formation tuff,

Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan

a—U=Y [&f#; b—Yb/Sm—Y [&f#; c—Nb/Ta—Y [&f#; &—Nb/Yb—U/Yb [Elf#; e—Nb/Yb-Sc/Yb [&fi#; £—Sc/Yb—U/Yb [Klfi#

T N+ R IR L T E XS S — e ]
JEEFREE K A 55 47, 76 Th/Nb—Hf/Th Kl figt (& 5—a) Fil
Th/U-Nb/Hf Kl (& 5-b) His TOFSCEREE . AT Il
Uk 8 LR AT T A0 K LI Bl S5 0 L KRB K B 1)
FIRE A — 225 . R O FHEE I

B AT T AN 5 AR DX, A A B LT BE
TR R VR T I R M AT JS WY 7 ) (Huang et al.,

2018; F M 45, 2019; Zhong et al., 2020),

PR, BIF5E DX 50 F AL BE D 5 i 2T e K
AR N R R, T T RS B2
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() U 1L 2 55— € R K e s A % T 9IAH
KA, eAh, U2 R8s A HE R R WA
AFE AR . 55 HAHEE K 5 85 A 1 e,0(2) 1H A
—6.7~11.6, BUEfLE K HZ 4o il . k8 1L
B B — I M I S LR IOl 48 BA I
1 eyd?) 18, B R T ARWEA ER ey () 18, RV
JE & A TE % A RIS & i A & I
FA AR B4 & PR, ROHBImE & 5t ] fig BA 8
ANTE] A PR, X 5 RS I E5Ie R E], AT e S
U A M AT TS B s S A OC . 3 HAHEE R E B A )
eu(OER—6.7~11.6, BA AN —, BEEIK#
b b A ) 2 5 48, i M2 ¥ B I (Zheng
et al., 2005), {15 BT L 2 2 T HUE ) ot 78 K il
RIS S 58 2 S, MM AT 0 BI85 , BB Bk K
T b A ) B R L, AR A M e ) B 2
55 R T BB AT TR N IS R R B
FH B, PSP A8 I e B A 1L 2 s B K
2 B A BE I, e e 1S S 0 T 55 E
5, DA B 55 1 AR AL 7

Huang et al.(2018) 5 Zhong et al.(2020 ) X I J5
WX A Z B REIFH—REH (S5 E A
AH ) EE K IR BRI, & ey (o) (B AR ES &
Th/Nb 1B 1% KL BRI A 12 s 5 5L T B Y
P, TG e (O (B R 41 Th/ND (B KR ARER
HIE BTl R4 i 5 E i #2 . Zhong et
al.(2020) A BF5E 0 R I, 0 JE M beAT: 7% sh R 22 1) 2y

10°

ARSI

10

Hf/Th

M P+ I il it
1 Ll L

1 10 100 10°
Th/Nb

257.4 Ma,

Uk JE 1L K KO A R T e AR G o, R R
e O E—KT 0. EH AT DA BEKEE A
(ORI T 0, [FIF Th/Nb {8 508 JE 112 5
IR AR F AR R, X BRI Sk A (L2 R R
FUBL T A& B A — 2 B[R], 0T B Y SR R 2, 7R
268.7+1.7 Ma B JE L1122 s om KA A R, S5 5¢10
Hi DX B LT B B S IR Y RHE . 0%
(14 J5E R AT B s 0 i L R RS S FH (R AT 300, b
FEIR ARG, BEAS A8 LU S Ss , X b2 i 52 )
/I, 0 b A ) A P S R A A T A
(A% S B o i ) 5 2 5 0 s VR L, TR 1 P 5
A TIRAT K oY I, 1% 1L KRR
KAERZ 5, WA W I8 T s b, e IR K 5
5ok iEsh, S 80E WAL ICHTRA T R 2 e
Wi,

g 12 BA T B R e, (1) B (B 6-a)
A 12 R A 1 shE RS Th/Nb i (& 6-b) 7R
T ey () 1H S Th/Nb i Fifi 5 % JA HLbE AT 05 30 B BR 11
AR B 6 Won, WkJE 12 R A E A (Y
260 Ma) E A B R B AT £ () B AR (85 A i
JGE Th/Nb {8, ARRAFIE Bow, B JE 112 R 7E i
TP B BRI B AT £, (o) 18 S 480 05 B B 1 il
JGZE Th/Nb {H, ik JE 1l % wes RS & 2 J5 1
B BB K A P B REBR B AT e (O 1E
B s A R 0% Th/Nb (. BTG IA R, &

M A+ I it

VNG
o H R R
ARSI o IREIZR AT
7 Pt VB A
10 o1 1 10
Th/U

PSS ARAEZE ML IX P D 4ISE A B A ot e 3 Th/Nb-HIE/Th &l fi# (a) S Th/U-Nb/HF &l fi# (b, I Yang et al., 2012) (&
L1 0 T R IR B R VTV, 2022a)
Fig. 5 Th/ Nb-Hf/Th (a) and Th/U-Nb/Hf (b) diagrams of trace elements in tuff aceous zircons from the

Maokou Formation in the Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan
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B LIS EE KA DA BRI TIRIE I XA, 1 75,2019). R=ME4F (2014) K3, 5 14 SR AR
SRR T R TIOR3 B R 5 URR W AT 5, /INTL 24 1) V5 0 2 AR Hh 80 T
HORRLL) FTEEE KRS DB KA EAAREN  FOAERWEE 255, KU e sh 58500
ey(1){H X Th/Nb {H (Huang et al., 2018; E[m A,  STREEFHIERIRPIMIA—F, AT LR Wr 20T gk fi b
2019; Zhong et al., 2020), M AE VG SRR . WFIE XA T R KA S s,

A, WS g A BN e G sh E 2R B A e, Mg A IS 3 5 B 7 T I
XEHLAE IR S BT, A RIUCMIRE L Z A2 FiE/N TN (K55, 2022), {3 Sun et al.
TS O KA T RSN R R AF i, 220 (2010) & Yan et al. (2020) (IBFZE 20, %5 10 25
TR AE Mg A )l R A5 ™ o, B S AR Y A R ST R I X R AN ) B N S B2 e,
T R A R BE AR R 5 (55,2003, F) TR PR A5 )1 —A17, X U5 s A 3R R RS 1
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Fig. 6 Characteristics of Th/Nb and &,(¢) values of zircons from the Maokou Formation tuff in

the Zhaishang area, northeastern Yunnan
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