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Abstract: [Objective] Skarn deposits are one of the most abundant types of ore deposit in the Earth's crust and are a major target for
mineral exploration in many metallogenic belts across China. Deposit models serve as graphical representations of metallogenic
theories and as indispensable tools for guiding exploration efforts and assessing undiscovered mineral resources. Therefore, the deposit
model of skarn deposits has received significant attention. However, systematic summaries of recent research progress are relatively
limited. [Methods] A comprehensive collection of domestic and international data on skarn deposits is undertaken, combined with the
author’s over 20 years of research, to analyze the progress of research on skarn deposit models. [Results] The study outlines the global
research history and primary types of skarn deposits, summarizes their mineral assemblages, zoning patterns, and controlling factors,
and reviews the current state of research on skarn copper—polymetallic deposits associated with porphyry systems, distal skarn deposits,

and those formed by the alteration of igneous rocks. This study uses skarn deposits from the Middle to Lower Yangtze River region and
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the middle section of the Jiangnan Orogenic Belt in China as a case study to develop two metallogenic models: an oxidative skarn

copper—iron—gold deposit model and a reductive skarn tungsten—gold—antimony deposit model. [Conclusions] These two metallogenic

system deposit models broaden the direction of mineral exploration, provide insights into future research on skarn deposit models, and

offer references for breakthroughs in exploration strategies.

Key words: skarn deposits; mineral assemblage; zoning patterns; mineral deposit models; metallogenic systems

Highlights: The oxidized skarn Cu-Fe-Au metallogenic system model and reduced skarn W-Au-Sb mineral system are summarized in

this paper.
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Fig. 2 Distribution map of major skarn deposits in China
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Fig. 5 Skarn mineral assemblages and sulfide zoning in skarn deposits
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Fig. 6 Formation depths of skarn tungsten, copper, and zinc deposits
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YRR IR, IS I Y RS . 4. B BT R
(Chang et al., 2019), P, AW H0 IR E A1k
FEES 0.3~5 km MIRY R A0 IR E SN RA0
IR, J& A5 A B A WY R IR B — 20 5%

AR, E NSk AT W R 2 2R
WK, ANEEK BF Amensif K A8 Z & B ™ T
IRIRER A 2, 0 X AUR B FRIE A K, DR AR EBAK
WR B B IRy, (ER Y RE B BB X /N
(N BEGC IR/t 5 518 1x10% £, 4x10°* t)(Jinari et
al., 2023), feill 7 28 W8 Bk de K AR RO 7 & B 22

AR PRI £ 4 S8R, LA KBS R (H A
BRI 111x10% t, 30x10* t) M, %6 X
PEIRIZR . IR R R B L L B, KR
B A AR B T KA I R 3 1 B 1) [T 445 45 4
(UST) HHEE, LA IOy o m AMEIR R B A1+
A-HAW G Gleaiy Ra . MkiRgea ek
A, PR RS B AE R [R] 2 (B AR R A I
F I SR A R A AR IR, SN & B IR R ERAS
PREFFERT K (1] 95 Li et al., 2024), 2L T BHES Hil 4~
R85 5A WA S i BE sk 4 0 IR (Sillitoe,
20105 2024), HEMGREA S AR B R 5 i 4T
IR, WK

AR R, B REE IR SRR S . A
P TR A R E KA B DR R, 7R
FEF A AR N AN fly , R A A X R LR
B, R AR LT, A L8 X R H
T A VR A B A & R AR, S B0A =T
TURUA T ZIRAY R 5 0 R W JEC IS it DU AR B2 JoT
BEA (Einaudi et al., 1981). JTAFRMFFTIN N, X282
RET R A A R R AR (Gaspar and
Inverno, 2000), 4=ERIUA] H 224300 iad Ry R4
FE G0 IR, AR IR Agylki B7IR (10x107 t
WO, Hl 1.27% WO, 2.7% Cu F1 1.38 x10°° Au) F
Skrytoe " K (14.5x10* t WO, 1 0.49% WO,)
(Soloviev et al., 2020). el LA 7 42 X E IR
RUEH IR (7%10* t 1Y) WO, F1 0.37% WO,) M*t4, IF
JRW R FE, 85 R B, 0 IR Tl A4l K
5 Bl R E RS I, R RIS AR, B
TRFUBE 505 5 R B 5 0E Bb, A1 RO 40
WEFERD | IK Mo FESH AR AE 28 LT 4 Bk Ji
WRAHT R (Xie et al., 2019a), 454 B AL
by O b 3R P RGO, 4 SR A R AR IR A B
(8 LA S PR Y R A B T IR, #E I R R A S i
FREE A B R AR, B TR (Xie et
al., 2019a), J&H [ H A4 1k O HIME—A P (B 12
WRAEH IR (Chang et al., 2019),

5 KA RATIR
SARKICA Y R i RIS AL A A U 987 IR
Y, HAy R B DT FE A o QRSO g, B

REH R AT LUE BT Z2 R0 B 4 0, 1R on £ 2™
TR S TRIR R B Ay, 7 WA 3 2= oA 45 I
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Fig. 9 Combined model of distal skarn Cu—Mo deposits and vein-type Pb—Zn—Ag deposits in the Banchang area, East Qinling

M5 SRR o, T AR AR X 2 — (A5 -k R )
Y, AR VR R R E 45 A YY) (Einaudi
and Burt, 1982), TEA L R AH IR LB T
HH ) 200 J IR A RARG 5 4R, 0 X577 R 3
KRB £ 45 @5 IR (Shu et al., 2024), FHEEEIHT
3R S AR Rk BRI IR, B iR J B
PP T E B SO A S A AR R T, R 2 R
R A R A B A IR R %5 HiZ (Chang
etal., 2019), &EREIA 3 BRI AW KET
JK (Chang et al., 2018): W& 14 3222 /= F ik 1L
FR R AT IR, WRAIRY R ST KA W K8 .
P& IR, WA FCALER Tongon KA K7
SR (295 t 42, Y ERAL 2.5 x10°°), B A= F L E
- B R BE K T A2 A S I R R A T
(F 10), fE7EA T A /REA RS A Pk =

1R A A SR A - A - A - 2 A R A kAR
SRPETHE . Au dh i TR 20 TE S (Lawrence et al.,
2017), A2EE R ER VI R 3 AN KA A
W8 TR <40 K (Chang et al., 2019), HAL
B HLRAFE— 2 Pl . QU IR= T kA 5iR
AT B LUK LA N B RET IR IERA

FIERHE LU R A0 R 8 T IS R
IR, Merry Widow #k# K £ 2 = FZ R 75 H; Iron
Hill 0 R 7= F RBLA 5 Jols 28w B LKL
JE (K 11; Meinert, 1984), filt, 7£ ZE /R 4
Timok B8 X K Ll 25 Je 455 Ry b5 RS v, & 30
JERW R4 B A0, 25 AR R A
IR (RERTED. QWA= TN RAmy-RaED
IR, BERALE IR 5 7= A R 5 1 2 i Bz falis (9 5
F R HLRIZERL . BRI RE R
FEPEF KA, REAAELRIEERA SN R
TR T EI 5T XK R
W IRA S HLEIE AT 2, W10 R B, ™ Ok
FHENEEH RS (Ca0 = 6%~11%), AT LAt
WA I T 26 A5, [ st R AR 22 0 B A
BRI A SR R A (N & S IR A N ), BBV
i S AR S KA T Y R 557 IR (Chang et al.,
2019),

6 AATERY R Ak S R4 AR

R AW RO R R 2 W R AR,
W RGBT RIS R BRI IR R I R 507K, 5%
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Fig. 10 Cross-section of the Tongon giant skarn gold deposit in northern Céte d’Ivoire
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Fig. 11 Cross-sections of the Merry Widow(a) and Iron Hill(b) skarn Fe deposits in British Columbia, Canada
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AP A A R B & (Einaudi et al., 1981; Meinert et
al., 2005) MRJFEPERY R A S R 58 M 2 A
RN A A IR, Bt KA 480 5%k
PE SRR (1) & B R M A KA O Mt Ty R
BRI IR, BEA TR R EA BB SR AR, 48
PSS S0 R G T 2Bk 75% M4 AT 20% (1)
PR (Sillitoe, 2010), B RAH IR EERE =5
Y R ZHORIET 5 BEA A XMy AR £ IR, —
B Cu Fl Au f 5358 1% 1 0.5x107°(Meinert,
1989; 2000; Chen et al., 2007), i, LR F
EHER ST IR IR A B A — R E BRAF ST Y
A

HEART 23R =4 0 R J T KA ae,
B RAWH 580 R0 25 5 0 AR A SR A A W
R A AR S AR ) R TE S RO, 1
DAY R R TR B 0 S 1) s 1y I L A o 19
FHITR (Meinert, 1995), {H &, BIZSH R &5 #HK
HHRMM S0, Fri. T E A2 2 A R
FEAS, X PP T ERITR M5 45 AT 5E, 4
BREZ IR T SRR AR DIA SC T R 58k
JK (Pons et al., 2010), U1 H 71 A E AR5 K6 K&
B R —— AR S0 (955, 1990), Sl iiFsY
T, KITP TSR AR ma M XA 2 IR R A TRk
FAT A, 43R A (144~137 Ma) B K A 4 ik
WIRM G H IR HTE (>50 km) 5 7 Rl b e

9 N A R AN KA (143~136 Ma)
—  WRAHIET(144~137 Ma)

=

e
>50 km

SIRETL s Wi (133~132 Ma) B RAE0T RS
WA HIE T IR H7e (~30 km) P55 (&1 12), 224
35% FHBATHT 65% M IREIIRA =Y. 280 T Hi
NALGE A5, B 0 25 2 i) b 49 5 9T o L A9
TR AR (Xie et al., 2015), HUT . 7 FIE{7 %
EHE R, Bk A KA R e h L T D B
b bR, 1E PRI B BOY BUORUSERE 4 8 A8, R
RS 5 RSB R 1 I L T
HARY S B0 TR (Xie et al., 2015), 1&1F T FEPr I
KT W -REPD IR BRI TH I WA . 5 BT
R, IR S B AR R S 5 R B AN [, S i Al
W R AR S8 R 22 R0 BRI, HSr T
W R AR K- 3R 2 0 R G0 RAL A 1A
(18 13; B 45, 2025), SR IBTEBHEAE K A K E
Mo X TR R AR PRI T 25 ]

g, KITh R EA 22 MR AR
HpEE Sk, — 8 Cu A Au S 20518 0.77%~
1.6% Al 1x107°~9.5x10°°, 4 ¥EUE/ff KT 600t, 25
W H A B (Fe,0,/FeO KT 0.5) A3 KK
B AERINK S RS, OB ARSI £ L
Cu/Au Fl Ag/Au NFHIE, AS[RF E SR JF R R
HEVIR, WA E & RAEPIR (Zhao et al.,
1999). FPAR Fa SEAERY R 580 4 T A R 98 &
P, R EEAT RE Cu Fl Au iz S EAH e, B
SR T RN | PR P (Xie et al., 2020), 7E

LN KH L K A (133~127 Ma)
R A0 (133~132 Ma)

30 km

B 12 SRR SR X PR KA Bk 2 SR eT RA Y (i 45, 2016 1620

Fig. 12 Two episodes skarn Cu—Fe polymetallic deposit model in the Edong ore cluster
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PR, B RS9 i

WA RN R TURUE & R IR 407 1K, 7~
TORERER A TH A IRIR S0 IR SBEA -7 R A8 &0 IR
BT AR S A — 3 (140 + 5 Ma), 9543 25145
WA | T A+ v e B A RN R 6 R 2
B, LT, A 7 A T AR A T AR g
PREA I il O IGIR 7R (Xie et al., 2019b), 2
B N R E N ARIVE 227 SUR/EFP s
RI&0 IR (Sillitoe, 2020). FKVTH T R A 24BN
A TR AR R FRE G A v /N8 R A R B 7R 8 i TR
SRR, A FiZ T B 2 R - S i 4R DXl ] 08
KA A 1) 4 B IR/ KT 35 ¢ (AR, 2022), 7
TR EZE = ARG N BEA ik, 2347 7 B 0 i
JB A, AN O RS RS0 IR, 57X )2
KB MEE-MEAURT YA S, &0 bR 550 4-
Fl o B - BBk R R AR A G, 5 5 G gk 3t
A I H =B LA-ICP-MS/MS Rb—Sr 5E4F
FW, 0L FE R AAE 134~132 Ma, B 51 T IE™
AWK BES (148~147 Ma) FIE & A K BE 2
(142~141 Ma), &0 165 R MBI AR A RAE A
K CRERTTRD, IS BN R 2 GORMIESS, il
JIU PUAHT K IR A0 iR F2 2 TR U L b
i (SR B324 BTSRRI T 1), B
W G R LR BYIESE, 9020 58 Hi 4l T8 S KT
R E ) R S B A IR (BT AR, 2022),
RN B A BRI W 1. 456 KPR, 21
FEFUUBUA KA o i) &0 AR 5 AR A A e
T JRAIR &0 IR, AV T U5 1 28 R 4
W (AT 45, 2017), SHSRAYBES -9 R A 0 R AL
B IR— B R G, TR LA R ot B 4 | YRR
SRR, EENT T ARSI BES -
FH A IR AR A0 IR SRR (K] 14), $24H
TSRAETE B 5 A A PR A M ] S-4R52 W 244 ) 1)
TE IR ST IR, T 1 3R B 7 )

7 R EVER KA RSB R AR

WA & 0 A AR SRR oy S R AN ),
HERY R E B R oA DU RSB 5 S A R - 56 70 e
HRA R BE -0 KA AR R R R L 5 R
55— S A A KRR -1 R A R - R
PR 58 R S AT SR B TR L ik
TSRS 70 S KA R SR IR, o, i G
B PRAE P RO Y R IR, 4 6T RIS A A

[F] LA TC 2R i Pk, 05 340 SR iR 0 S e A O 1Y)
BV IRA A A T 0 S B, I mty R
BBk | T R ) R I R RS AR A
(Chang et al., 2019), b X 744 DR JEPE R 3,
AR FAIL T WAy 5 A a0 AR S 1 S Ak v
I (18 15),

20 fih2 90 AEARLIOK, FEBR b4 1 88 44 h
HEREHERAAH LM 40 K (Thompson et al.,
1999), LA A BRERA™ 18 J5UHE AL b BT b B TRIR A ik
SRR, B G Ry 5~7 km, Bk AR B 4
5, HEM S B B6 4 07 Dk FR 2 B FEER 7 K (Hart,
2007), P TERARBUAE IS KRR S RAG A X
GBI R DA AR R 03 1L B G K — EAFAE
BRI (Sillitoe, 2024), ISR, B7 KA HHIK
A3 3 S AR A RS B R, (R SRS R e
IR AU R T2 MRy R a0 IR, 75 B L
RSB R AR A A A R0 TR (Newberry
and Einaudi, 1981; Meinert et al., 2005; Hart, 2007),
HEARI] T 2R R A BT IK, FERHIX
R — R AU 3 R 3 i SRR R A ST IR,
UYL R 3 LU 2R BOA MRS B R i R T4 Ak
PERSERET IR, i P B 2 2R IR B ¢
SR, A b e iYW SRR S RS BRI R
B IR & A, EAE AT IR S0 AR T i
e AR IRIE A 8979 (Song et al., 2021), K1,
PR R A B R R SRR — HE
PRI A AR AT

HERRTR . PR 5 B AR K 56 R
A RIEBNIR . 2R KRR S0 IR, &N
T 1 B PRI 2R 2 1 o Ak ke ) 2 i A (3900 i AL 45
2021), G ASINN: W R ER . EA T TE,
Au FEHICE, Sb NIRRT TTER (N 942 %,
1984), =HRLFHELARI D & 4 o M P2 23k K
B AT HE X, LT R 2R ER R PG A A X, B
FEPRU 7 TR A T 1Y) SR AL 1 R Sy v
T AN I A SRR R BT R, /R S B R A
AT R, 2T i = A, AR S B A
(Xie et al., 2019a); ;= FH o A PKCIRES £ 07 PRILA:
AL, FEIR T b =S, fEERaL T
feB I, v W RERKT Y (RS BT, W aes
LN Bi,Tey) 5 ARSI, B MBS0 IR H4
W HA LRI RS- A R AR, AT
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Fig. 14 Model of porphyry-skarn Cu—Au deposits associated with oxidized magmatism and distal low-temperature Au deposits in

the Middle-Lower Yangtze River region

5 SRR A A R BIIm Bs B TR (Li et al.,
2018; 5KAILSF, 2023). L5 G UTAFARAEIL L AL B S5
A R T4 0 KR RS AT PR A S B A PR
i 7 MR BB ™ 55 30 SRR AR b 5 AT SR A A ] —

JH ZRGE, AL T b SRR IR SRR -RY R
W R+ RIER S8 07 R S8 (18 16), HR 8 H
OR) REEA“ B86 har, TR R e, $210
B S RO PR R R, R BB
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(Thompson et al, 1999), $& H H [ ELARR € 11 7= T3
JE g IR A E A SR R A S e B R4
(Xie etal., 2019a, c). WHHTTAF (2021) 4T A0 T4
FOA RN =200 R, 387 M0 R 45486
I T ER 43 R, DA I A VAR IR B 4 T TR
WA R KA (- 17), T4 T35 By m .
et 78 SN A VLR AR 4 1 4R X+ 1 A fL 5
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Fig. 17 Mineral deposit model for the Triassic deposits in South China
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E[1JE Grasberg FIH [ H1 35 F1 80% WU/ fifi et (I BE A
A4 (B AR BT JLPYE. OK Tedi)(Chang et al.,
2015). FHEARRESHKITA T R T LI
RET U ERBEE - R AR, TIPS E ]
LR AR PR (B B8R /At 235% 10 t), Fod, B
R A AR BB A 5 4 DR % A 1 L 151 53 1
H 15%. 30% il 55%(CR ERGFR) . 2 HECNIE, %
HIRY 5B A B 0 R L0 A MR A S R R T 4
B 77 TR S R R R e b 2 B i AR R A TR
A, IR ISR R R AT IR RS BUA Y R
PR BB AU 5 . HE L R B )k S 1)
AR A RO = ST, T el 2 45 10 K 1k
SEOLHL, FFREBRES -1 R 50 R A 1 o 22 38 6 2
S0 m; S EIX 5T TR E L2 RE Y
RETYAE | B A TT 2 A i 5 AR
W RGP, UL R R de 2 A, i =1
— R MR, LR R IR B R AR
o3y, SR T R Aif, 2 K B B R L
i,

WRAT IRE 2Ry TR b, T
SEWFFEARXT AL Y Rl B b B SUREIAeT IR
IR RASERY, ST AF R, 76 R U FITZR R T T R IR RIS
HIAE AR RA A0 IR, T E RIS R AT IR
A KA RETEAH (RIFL, 2024), MIEHY K&
BB e AR OB R A (25 5 84, 2024), niH
AT Pl R R R 22 4 T DR BH 2 7 B2 U 8000 %
10* (B30, 2024), W RAH IRILAEA: Z R HEL
TCET L, WBEA - R A &0 R A K
fff L AR, SR T 2Bk B AT LT A B L Al
KATH R IR HF 2 A i 22 4 JE A R A A RO
B | BT R, A S T 18 AN KIRRTR L 21 A~ KA
B AR, 3 LA™ 7= 9 Y L 3 o T WSO, (ELRG | A )
BRI A RLA AN TS (PRET 45, 2024).
I, EBUMSREY R A0 RIS A0k 107 PR A
o WO RS, $ETHEEA FIHAKF

WK AT RS AR R RS A R R, T 4F
K rni E K RGNS IS T R, HE A AR
A RAR 43 52 () TN A 308 i 2 & J@ T IR, 543
SRAE R BT RO S ) 2 4 @ AT IR, (H 2 M 5e
KRGS RA R XGRS XRENERE, B
TARARY LIRS, Wy H )2 | IR | Rk
TREEXTY R A0 PRI BT 22 48 52 Wi A G 55, 9120

WFFE 2, M2 sh A ML R 5 TR 3 AR T R
HHIIE N (Chang et al., 2008), PR, BN s
WX AT AR R, PR A K R G R
W HZ M BT L R TR R R PR B XY R A
PRIE LIRS o A LLEES 4R, 7 R 587 IR $8 5
T YA AR IR B R BRI, 77 T kR AR A T i
FRPGRTIRE W AT Z MM AR (eryptic
alteration)., [Rlitl, ZESOF RS H | & PR R AY AR5
Yy - LT b-Pr 2 2B AT, 2550 Ak AR oy
R W AL A 4 BT, MRS T KBBR8 )
Z 612 SR RAR Y, PRI Rl R 2 5 2 (]
(N TERR 22, WA DR L AL, T 8 0y
], HESNHR S0

gt ASLH—1EH B 2003 FAR—AFED
TR RAEA S X TAMFR, F3TH
., HHFELSNAEH— LIS ST K
N EZF T, ERER TR RM; B R R AL
FAEE RO EBUEE L,
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