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Abstract: Potash resources are distributed unevenly on a global scale, and their reserves and output are mainly concentrated in a few
countries and companies. Finding new supply sites for potash resources is an important task for China’ s geological exploration workers
due to scarcity of potash resources in China. Africa, rich in potash reserves, predominantly harbours them in countries such as Congo
(Brazzaville) , Ethiopia, Eritrea, Egypt, Morocco, among others. Potassium formations are mainly from the Cretaceous, Neogene, and
Quaternary periods. The geological conditions of potash mineralization in Africa are excellent.For instance, the arid and hot environment
induced seawater evaporation, and extensional tectonics led to the formation of numerous fault depressions, and multi—stage transgression
events provided good conditions for the eventual formation of potash reserves in Africa. Based on the analysis of the geological
characteristics, deposit types and metallogenetic potential of typical potash deposits( occurrences) in Africa, it is considered that the North
sub—Basin of the Gabon—Congo Basin in West Africa, the central area of the Danakil Basin in East Africa and the dry salt lake area in
Northwest Africa are favorable areas for potassium exploration.
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FREREYERPOLTEFRITCER, 28k 0% 1Y
B EL 77 B F i o AR BF ( Rawashdeh et al., 2014;
USGS,2021) , Hi4y 10% B T2 gl ge o & dh T
b B HE T A 2= i 25 A BRI R 1R a4 T
VAU (AR 2017 BFHSE,2017) , FREJER
NN IR R R 1 Bl A b N = I N EE 2 B s
FKEMAHEXRRERRE RS2 (4T %,
2015) o KHALIA, o [ - 43 2 A0 % U ) 45
5K BRI A R A SR TR H SR
Fp 2z — (S, 2017)

SRR ER IR 2 B A e AL 5 SR M IXC, HL
L I E SRR 2y B A oAb A 2 591 & 1)
MEFEIR K (FE5E,2016; 2 G245 ,2018) , JEUIHLIX
BCER % PO EL I AR T R R A, LA A 1 3R
By, DG, R G840 AT AR DA £ W6 UR A I 25 43 A
FEAE S U, X 4G T v b 48l PR A 2% b DX T
JRERER IR TAE HA B X, A B TR b [
PRER TR IR RS 2 4 MRS T b E R UR R T
“ BRI,

1 KGRI A R
1.1 SEKEREIREER
EERF TR (DL K,0 1) BEilat 37x10° ¢, &

BOMAEMER . BRP AT i, = FH A 2
FRIT 70% B4 %R (USGS, 2021) . MAh, fE [ .

fEE s 4 H FEEF A SEE RIR ()
AT B R TR A (E R T4 20075 W 0 U
2015;USGS,2021) , HERA- P A8 525 ] 43y [ {4
PR R (LS T VA 1 [ AR R R AT A
T RN B 5 U5 (LS T b 2K RS O 22 R i
K ) |, 5 3 A B IR 2 LA I A 5 R 3 (O
Y355, 2006 s M HF FAE,2015)

PEZESRR D EEREENERZ —, B9
T2 R 3.5%10° ¢, 7 2 BK B B IR fif 5 1Y 9.5%
(1), FEAMTEF I SGE AR G AE 32 fiin
U i e I T N T e N (S L
2006) . WA IRZEHIE | rf [ 45 BT B0 5 55 U5 LA
AR ER $ha Sy 32, T 1 Se 3k R M BT A
X R I JE L 2R A AR = i A AE /D fk 1) [ A
PRER (RBAT-55, 2006 ; T 45, 2016) o 1 E B BT
PETFSR AR 1R ( AR ER 0 ) BUBAT R L & o7
B, i b B S A lk K B R ER TE AR R (T A,
20103 2145, 2016 ) , PR I — 1 2 B 1Y B
B Fh 2z —

1.2 SIRSPE R T 9 4T

SEEREPER IR A AN T4, =B A AE AL
300~60°Z A (& 1), MERERA™ R I i 25 43 A R AIE
F(E 2) , FERa = B AR R 2L TP e
HARER TR 6 & 5 Rk AT R BRI 6% s B
ALAE T E Bl A B i R AR R AR R R IR

F1 2016—2020 FLHKMHFR~ERMEE
Table 1 Output and reserves of global potash from 2016 to 2020

/10 ¢

P fifi/10% ¢ it i 1
2016 4F 2017 4F 2018 4F 2019 4F 2020 4
PN 1080 1200 1380 1380 1400 110000 29.87%
HRZ 618 640 720 700 730 75000 20.37%
e 648 720 717 680 760 60000 16.30%
i 620 620 500 500 500 35000 9.50%
T 280 290 320 300 300 15000 4.07%
LI %) 205 220 220 200 200 - -
210 120 130 148 150 150 - -
BF 120 120 120 95 90 10000 2.72%
PP 67 68 70 60 47 6800 1.85%
HAhE xR 173 173 127 118 142 56400 15.32%
&it 3930 4200 4330 4100 4300 >370000 100%

B (BLL K, 0 1) 4R USGS, 2021
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Fig. 1 Distribution characteristics of potash resources in the world
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Fig. 2 Chart showing percentage of potash resource

in geological era
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I AEARSE YN RIS Y0 AR 0 38 A 45 A, (EER
BEARXTRL N, 22 R WA B BT U5 (BR 2R 77, 1999 5 X1 1k
WA 2006 ; FFHTE,2007)
1.3 BTES

R B R e AR R rp < S - U A
7 =B EMAE R (Warren, 20105 9 7% 44 55,
201432022 ; XK EE 2015) L5 Bk T 2505
U I B, B TR R 2K R A T A B A By
B TR RIS A R T HIE &, gt %k
BN (R WFF,1977 s Hite et al., 1979 ; Schléder et al.,
2008 ; Warren,2010) , Hu5 JJ7 52 [ 4% WA A4 3R 5 IR
FEME T RIS 50 ~30° N, 1% X AN EL 7 K
BRI A T T BRI AT, 1K S A
SR RRITR 5 11 b 2 B A 0 0 B2 25, e L TG B
WIS L5, AR A i L 87 #0430 5 DX 2%
GyIV LR AR ORI, 76 2 LUy T 0 6 R A= g o) 1
JE R 88 /0 (% WL 5%, 1977 ; Warren, 2010; AT 4§,
2014 ;P07 ,2014)

2 ARMERER BT IR 28 o3 AR

FEPHBRGE IR = B A ZE MR (A7) RZEEM L
W JESEAR BT R N RIS AR E S (8] 3) , FEEAY
B =& 4 . E%éﬂ\%iﬁﬁa\%mgﬁ'(Rniter,
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1979 ; Warren , 2005 ; B J£45 2015, {5 &L %5, 2016,
Zhao et al.,2018) . HR 4 Bl E 235 Hb b 3557 B R0 AR
IFA AN [, K Al 90 Bt 3l 432 AR 3 A 8 3k Bl
X,

PUAEINTE — T W SR 45 b A R B DX B R Y
PIEEAE R A A, 2 ok WISR (A ) 1 A e A8 1Y 22 B,
A XA EL TR R, R A A, A
W FEE RS K A, B AR, AR E
( Warren, 2005 ; K045, 2016 ; Zhao et al.,2018) . HiL
B KA Mengo FREL BT PR .Dougou BRERHT IR (Kola
PER RS (R 2)

PARE | S A AR [ENRVAR: S L AP PN
( Danakil ) 780 ER B X, 15 i 12 ZE 4% L W R ST
FRH 2 ANER, RIEN R R EZ AR X, i
BREHCCASEIOZE , & # 0 4 LAO o A A A £R o &
(Holwerda et al., 1968 ; ik KALEE ,2015) o ZWH X
PERIRR TS, RA BRI &I 20T .

ALAEBRK FE R ( Hermiset) — 7 7t 1 23 b 0 5 1
DX BEVS B oR PR 2 L TR DN VG LS, 1 A 24
500 km® AR =B 2l , SEH Y LA i A1 FnAR
AN (Garrett,1996) o e R g+ A TR
KBl G532 8 Z [ RTRR VS DY, 3 A TR 24 350 km®,
BT R 28, S E Ak A Dt
A1 N/ B A A R (Alsharhan ,2003)

3 AR EE R R AR

3.1 TRIRZHMET K

ISR b BRI A e UG T 20 4R (1948
AE) TR M N I SR T B T B R,
HiZJZ 57— B AE A 2] R NI 4 (Ruiter, 1979)
B I 1 0 L R 2 W — 20 T R AR AR
JETF1969—1977 AFFF R 40 46 H T S AL 80 i A= 7
(MDPA,1982) , 2005 4, Mag Industries 2y A FF if
TE Mengo i X G160 A1 JF A& 16 3l 2009 4F UK
FF. Elemental %45 B2\ B 7F Kola Fl Dougou #”
PRIFJe B0 ¢ I3 % A, JF T 2012 48 IE X #™
(Pedley,2016)
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Fig. 3 Distribution of potash resources in Africa
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( Cuanza) 75 #1145 ( Lehner et al., 1977 ; Ruiter, 1979 ;
Marton et al., 2000 ; Harris, 2008 ; Sun et al., 2021 ; #
FAAE,2021) o T WIER 2B A Sk I v —rg
AGE I BIRITIE AL PE 8] K 2 300 km, B 74 [5] 5E 24
100 km, ZEHILF R 7k I ( Mayumba ) B, e 5t
N AT BAT ( Ambrizete ) B, 78 Bk Ay 28 X AR
JiS, PG 5 KB 4E 4 %% ( Ruiter, 1979 ; Harris, 2008) .
AN E RSN A LT, AR S 2 1l
(Mayombe ) i B IR ME G A, 1038 T o) FEZ R
I A7 3K A S e, W )2 22 O b P —g AR E 1)
JRyHR A R B I 4 M (2F — bR 45, 2020 5 RIS 45
2021) ,

FEHB ISR B30 G Ty R BTG R IS A A
FEHB N T R M R BT AR AN U R DU )R A
B, BRRTER R —IR Y R (2 —5F,2020,; FEMG5E,
2021) (B 5-a) o F 4 7 b P £ 2 B R JR B2 W] 3k
1000 m DA b, # Eha" WAF T 1 112 48 ) 35 55 By
( Aptian ) ZE5E LT ( Cirques) 2R A A R, TR
Bt AH A A TURR b3 Sy T AR T S AR R £ 4 T
FH(Ruiter, 1979 ; Séranne et al., 2005 ; B 2%5E 2017)
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F2 FEMEEHIRT KD RIS (4E Pedley,2016 18)

Table 2 Distribution characteristics of main potash deposits in Africa

IR [P Al TR E/10% ¢ /10 ¢
356300 9380
Dallol MR FEK LT Allana £ Eh /N 7] o -
(KCl % i 15.9% ~18.0% ) (KCl %12 28.0% ~28.8% )
493300
Danakil YRR L Circum #1723 . -
(KCl %t 17.5% ~18.8% )
108000
Colluli JESZAFH South Boulder #1323 H) - -
E =8 I {Rad 0%
(KCl & 17.9% ~18.0% )
209300 19290
Mengo WIS (A7) Mag Industries 2\ F
(KCl 5 17.3% ~17.6% ) (KCl i 17.4% ~17.6% )
104800 15170
Kola ISR (A ) Elemental Minerals 2\ ) o o
(KCl & 32.3% ~33.7% ) (KCl &t 31.7%)
305600
Dougou PR (A7) Elemental Minerals 2\ &) -

(KCl &t 20.1% ~20.8% )

HRAJE DX IR A TURRRRE , # 42 IX ER ST A 43y 4
ANTUBBE ], BT 1] () IS5 34 0 A ER 2, ) o
XA =BG 2 A2 A B A R
W K SR A RS A Y B R R A T DA E
[7] 45 38 ( Ruiter, 1979 ; Brownfield et al., 2006 ; 5K 1,
4 ,2016) (B 5-b) . AT W EZ LKA A
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Fig. 4 Map of location of Lower Congo Basin

Eh SR K A Gl (B 5-b) o BKa ek
AER A RIKES B S LLBUR PO
D pR A ek 0 A R I DU R ER—E R
JERAE A T, /D vp 2 ROR SR IR AR 1 (S8
P45 2016 ; BUT55,2021)
312 FRRA

TR SEIA A, T IR 2 1 90k W 050 32 K
FET N E GRS R B 2= i AL 120~ 110
Ma( Ruiter, 1979 ; Harris, 2008 ) , Zhao et al. (2018)
I Z M P B R 2 R A L 28 K A B Re—Os
[ 2 2R 43 # , TA S U A 100 ~ 80 Ma, i —
AR T XN B R T L

T PR 7 ) B R A T A SR A P R A
IR, IE RS WK TE 28 R AE TR B BT RR B R
Eh BRRRER 4 AR B ERSE ET WIS A N R R B
IR P i TR 6 R 192 6 AT 114 T L 1 A 9
B A K B0 A R TR B BE ( Ruiter, 1979 ; Séranne,,
2005 ; 5KILAE, 2016 ) , B WIFE AL H AR IR, JE AT 1
i T 6 R AL TR ki 1 s ke B p K, X St JoT e
R VYR Bl % 23 L (900K LG b | SEFL AT R
WIR 7 0 32 73 4t ) 22 18] A7 e b i e e % kg BEL
(Séranne, 2005 ; Anka et al.,2013) , B K FEHE AR BR
WEWITR R 22 TG 5, S 2O R &
MBI G 4 ¥ K oy R[], 22 A R 2 b Y
FEAE ,0F TS ISR 0 ol e R LB ER 0 PR LA
B, FETR AN K LU 7 b A wE L 2 b 2R R
W Be LA™, MG WS 2 4 B AT 28 & B
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Fig. 5 Composite stratigraphic chart and tectonic activity(a)and the salt cycle(b) of the Lower Congo Basin

Brup A , e = L1 B0 B il 7 R A 7k DT AR
)2, 150 BH 57 7K J2 RS 1) U AE B8 1Y ( Evans, 1977
Ruiter, 1979 ; 5K M5, 2016) ,

T ISR 5 b oA B R B BCRT RE R M AR
JUABr B ( Evans, 1977 ; Scotese et al., 1999 ; Séranne,
2005 ; Fluteau et al.,2007) : 20 I KP4
BB TF A e B G T RIER e N ) — RIS
Fa b 55 G R s R 2 A kLl Bl K Z2 B He R T
bR ARAE DR K B0 BN 4 3h R 2 J3 il A 2
T i 0] fd 9 0 ( Walvis Ridge ) M348 &, X 1 7K
A B BHPSAE A, T 35004 3 244 2 Vg oK 5 0
(Evans,1977) ; FI 48 H ] S AT 1 ) S Al v 7K
P ZE & AT A BT s B K 22 R UTREAE
A3 58 ) KR B A P IR IR IR R B
ISR Z i, i — vk i pr ot A FE A R (K 6) o
3.2 FIEWEBH K

ZRAEBRER IR 3 40 A 6 A N AR I8 g LR

kg e H O 1, 1906 4, B K F|] Compagnia
Mineraria Coloniale 2 7l -7 Dallol 1 X JF % T #t
FOER AT, 1925—1929 4F A =24 25000 ¢ 40475,
KCl )& & R 70% ( Warren, 2010 ; 5K K AL,
2015; Pedley, 2016 ), 1949—1967 4, 3% [& B
(Parsons ) 2~ H 56 i 22 YR 7E 12 b XD\ 3541 6 119 38 5
TAE, IFEAT T R R B TR R A5 R T
TFRIE B (3K KA 2015 ; Pedley, 2016) , H4h, &
FEMK LU B £ 23 7 ( Ethiopian Potash Company ) | ik
A (Walsh) 55 GG 5 7E LI R T R A58 1.
1o 20 tHE22 90 AEAR LI, 3K 40 KRR Hh IX Y 4 R 1
PRI R AT —A# i B 1A, 22 [ B A T
JETAE A F 21 5 v 98 RN 22 0 X IR, F 5% AN 4
TAE W7 7 22 22 ( Warren, 20105 3K KA %5, 2015;
Pedley,2016) , ¥ JLAF, i FH A8 L0 7= 5
i, 2 S B PR R AR A B R TS 2, #E 4T T K
BIIR SE R TR, IR B0 T R R, (A% A 1E 5
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Fig. 6 Schematic diagram showing the formation of the Lower Congo Basin potash salts
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PR (K 7), RGN R PR R SR T T
SR , 2t A B Vi AR R R 2 —, JL
PELT IS RAE KRB IR E VA X, 0 A
W) FE ARG A, KA A s R
HAH, THREER7 W, KA n2 R8N T = TR
T W s o, LA S5 R R A RS R VR
IRIRSEHRFIE (Bekele et al.,2020) , XN IE F 2
AU VT —RE AR ) W7 24 S /D iR 4
322 HHRRE

IRYNHE IR M DX B b I | IR RS R R
(5 W R R RN B A RS i B R N
ML A AR FNEE s K A6 P G ( Wrighe
et al.,2006 ; Bekele et al.,2020) . FriT 20 AW K5 Y
R RAERANS S — LY 5K, IR E — &R 51
1Y LRG3 T T TR K, SR
AT B AL R TR T Bl o B K 2 R A
TR O (B ERIRAL ) B T B e 2R &

VRGP i VAL BN T S Ee - €ty
(B TR R, TSR v IS 30, K L Ik {3
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Fig. 7 The generalized stratigraphic section of potash deposit

in Danakil Depression
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Fig. 8 Schematic diagram showing the formation of potash salts in the Danakil Depression
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Fig. 9 Location and hydrological characteristics of Makgadikgadi Lake area
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RIT7 AR K WAL T 35 P 25 B IR 7K %
WS AL , B 5 T AL BT 3R ( Ringrose et al., 2005)
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R IR ER T b 7K 1) — i o AR AL, 72 A S R ™
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1) 25 it Pt TR B 0 1 B A 3 s i a3 (R D B
1996 ; THT R4, 2003) o PRI, B dil - 3k £ 380 19
RV TR,

3.4 HIRMFEENEL

BT 5% 87 ( Assal ) £ 38 457 T 3 U K By A< Jb 35 1)
MEETAN (E 10) , B2 L &SR E RS R Z
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