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Application of the composite under-saturated brine drilling fluid system

in drilling of Silurian complex formation in Shunbei
SUN Fanglong', LI Ziyu™
(1. West Branch, Huabei Oilfield Service Corporation, Sinopec, Luntai Xinjiang 841600, China;
2.China University of Geosciences, Beijing 100083, China)
Abstract: The Shunbei-52A well is an exploratory well deployed in the southern part of the 5% fault zone in the
Shunbei Oil and Gas Field, and is difficult to complete with high drilling risks due to complex Silurian formation
encountered. A salt water layer is present in the Silurian stratum; thus, the density window is narrow, and leakage and
collapse may happen concurrently; the formation has developed fissures with high risk of leakage; there are large
intervals of mudstone with strong water sensitivity, and the wellbore is easy to lose stability. Therefore, the KCI-NaCl
composite under-saturated brine drilling fluid system was used for the Shunbei-52A well to enhance the ability to resist
salt water intrusion; inhibitors such as polyamines were added to work together to inhibit hydration swelling of the
mudstone, and enhance the inhibition of the system; in addition, the plugging agent and the plugging-while drilling
material were used to prevent lost circulation, and enhance the plugging performance of the system. Field use showed
that the composite under-saturated brine drilling fluid system not only reduces the risk of lost circulation, but also
maintains the wellbore stability of the Silurian formation well. It enables safe and quick drilling of the Shunbei-52A well
in the Shunbei Oil and Gas Field, providing valuable experience and technical support for the drilling operations in the

Silurian strata in the southern part of the 5% fault.
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Table 1 Summary of Silurian drilling activities in the
southern part of the 5# fault zone in the Shunbei Oil
and Gas Field
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Fig.2 Fractures in cores from Kepingtag Formation
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Fig.3 Silurian imaging logging
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Table 2 Composition percentage of Silurian hard and

brittle mudstone
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Table 3 Composition percentage of clay
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Fig.4 Scanning electron microscope picture of

the Silurian stratum rock sample
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Table 4 Anti-saline intrusion test results
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Table 5 Measurement results of drilling fluid

inhibition performance
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Table 6 Results of sand bed experiment
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Fig.5 Comparison of mud cakes before and after adding

micro and nano plugging materials
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Fig.6 Caliper-logging results of Shunbei 52A in the Silurian formation
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