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Status and prospect of subsea hard rock drilling
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LIANG Tao, DENG Dudu, LIU Guangzhi
(Beijing Institute of Exploration Engineering , Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Subsea hard rock is the stratum that ocean drilling will inevitably encounter to achieve the goal of “Moho
Drilling”. During the many ocean drilling expeditions, hard rock were encountered subsea many times. Not only have
core samples been collected, but also many problems have been discovered in the drilling operation. This article collects
data on subsea hard rock drilling expeditions in ocean drilling carried out in recent years, including 309, 312, 335, 360
and 384. A brief review of the expeditions is made with focuses on the challenges encountered in the current subsea hard
rock drilling in terms of drill bits, wellbore stabilization and coring tools, as well as the solutions; and a prediction is
also made of the development of subsea hard rock drilling in the future.
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1.1 IODP 309 fiii ¥k

20054 7 H 52t i TODP309 fiig ¥k J& 7£ ODP206
T R LR X 1256D B FL 4k £E 18 N A R, Hoak ) 2
S0 J— > ZE R L R AR AR B R K A R

SEWTT, OF UEA B B2 R CAE TR ST AT
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¥ MR B 50 h B4 — Rl Sk, BT A T 9 AN
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Table 1 Expedition IODP309 drilling results

Bk %i RS /in BOLBER /m RO REE/m o ADRBGR/ Y BOLiE /b HUBREG 3/ (meh ")
1256-1 9% 69.1 25.20 36.5 51.7 1.34
1256-2 9% 76.8 18.02 23.5 52.1 1.47
1256-3 9% 61.1 14.85 24.3 52.8 1.16
1256-4 9% 20.4 9.52 46.7 17.8 1.14
1256-5 9% 72.1 20.56 28.5 50.1 1.44
1256-6 9% 57.6 21.45 37.2 50.8 1.13
1256-7 9% 36.3 17.70 48.8 42.5 0.85
1256-8 9% 58.6 17.74 30.3 57.8 1.01
1256-9 9% 51.3 37.57 73.2 53.1 0.97

58ay 503.3 182.61 1.17

1.2 TODP312 ik

IODP312 fiii ¥k 5 309 fiit vk T[] — 47 S it , Al
SR T M 1256D LB 312 Atk h i B 1 £
AR, AEEAE LA TR 927 m B FH , 2@ J P
R4 TAEJG T ik 2 IR R B o #E AN 1255.1 m
Bi#) 1372.8 m i, H BT Al Sk O A g, o B A sk
Y 3A R R K A 05 A A R i AE T A AL
o SAWATH R IR L it 29 11 d A5l F
O Ja BB LR BE IR 2 1507.1 m.

RO EG R B W3R 2. BRI R] R 38.6 d,
F it R 256 m, 1256D &5 L A IR B 4 1507.1 m.
PRI 388 BEL Al Sk 2 28055 5 GRS A Al T R AR Ml B[R] AR
R 9.5d, b EEE K 24.6%, Horp @I 5.2d, 4T

5 R B 0 Sk B AR 4.3 Ao AR T A A Sk 19 P 1
BB RS R 0.8 m/h, A0 R UK R 46.52 m,
DRI N 18.5%
1.3 TODP335fii ik

2011 4E 527 9 TODP335 fiif ¢ & 1256D 4l 7L 19
S5 AR, H B AR R AU LR 1507 m #fE i 5
TR A TR ECE K . BAE ODP206 fiit ik H ki 7
1256 ¥ N A ZE# 250 m JBEULA S5 Z R EH K5 H
B E A PR TR, 2L ST
BN E 5 06 5 20 IR B A IR A
(9 BURE TAE , 358 2 LA R 1507 m, oA B 500
m Ji 3 A B, 1250 m #F A K A 5T, 1407 m Ak
ER/ LY ST i
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Table 2 Expedition IODP312 drilling results
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Table 3 Expedition IODP335 operation time

el g s Bo# Aok #L%Hx ﬁ?ﬁn‘
R/m FE/m /% [a] /d

VR PR AR 5.2
54.6 8.58 15.7 4.2

B b 33.8 5.54 16.4 3.6
24.0 1.31 5.5 3.3

5.3 0.53 10.0 2.2

FI85 BEHI 5 4.3
25.8 1.39 5.4 3.6

o il it 46.0 10.68 23.2 4.0
62.5 18.49 29.6 4.1

- 45 4.2
it 252.0 46.52 18.5 38.6

ZATR A8 B T A T s 1)K B AL B il
JEE LR 1507 m, &5 ¥E & 1522 m, AXHEDE T 15 m, 1fij
FLGC A7 A s (R4 Ry 496, 32 8 /) 1 b B 1] #6584
WA THALM B E MfeE L (£3), HIFEKFE
& (DT P4 ETE1E 920~950 m 2 [a] i 5] FH 5
16 d, AT 7 SIE AT, DLl 5 |4 45

B B PRl N 25 FESRETE /d B AREL
1 FFAL B H(920~960 m) 15 9
2 B ~2 1
3 FTEEAL G VEHAL 19 13
4 P ~2 1
5 B, ~1.5 1

AR HT I G0 TR 2 [l 58 B0 2% (RCB)
BOO IR B £ o8 E 1507.1~1521.6 m, ¥ ALK
i 0.9 m/h, A0 R EE N 11% ., 5 1256D 4L
T AR B, G O SR RO RS- 4 AL A o 0 A
MR E (R4,

F4 1256D FLAI MM EH R A A D R BUE

Table 4 Penetration rate and core recovery of 1256D hole

3l 57 / it FEAMW O BOKE/m SFEELRIGE/ % MU/ (meh )
J 2 i 785 41 1.5
AR 287 37 0.9
206 3 {37 F1 309/312 fff ¥k A6 i1 28 il A bk 63 7 0.5
A 72 35 1.2
TR NSV ) 24 11 0.9
335 MKk TR N W ) 26.7 11 0.9
&t 37 1.3

1.4 TODP360 il 1k

2015 4E 52 i 1Y) TODP360 fift I J& — 4> £ 1) 4l I
THE B — ALK, B RS AN E 12 5K 1) 7 R Ep
JEVE A ) M5S0 S R %R T R A 2
ODP (% 735B F1 1105A L Fff i/ i 25 437 4 % 1.3 km (1)
W, R Bis 28 249 3 km, 735BfLIEN
Y 2 A0 U0 b 8 3 B0 2 9IS 1508 m, S R A A
AL AL . LR EARGEG LMK
TE 2y 11 d B0y I [E] PN B 2 4 F 22 0 IS 410 m &b o I
Jei o BTN SR B RSN BEAT AT AR . R 2

ZALAR SR 2 IS LA R 789.7 m™

360 ML Y AE FH B9 B T HAT 2 18] 5% OO B B
(RCB) , H S5 UEUR 4 789.7 m, [ 0> 469.4 m
(W#5) . 1EIZAL 38 9.5~410.2 m BLO & #E I, %
BUA 0K 207.0 my, SR IBCRE N 520, 6 PR Sk
BB AT AT VR . MR BLO JS L 7F 410.8~481.7
m B I T O B R R S A O R
RS O R BCRBAR, R EUA O 20 m, 0 R BUR
28% o WGJE , TR A O A Sk s p R AT T B VR, OF
FEA81.7~519.2 m Z [A] A7 T 4 w4 i, JF 5 B
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Table 5 Expedition IODP360 drilling record

it ] iR /m Bt HOKE/m DRI/ %
2015.12.19—30 9.5~410.2 B & ik 207 52
2016.01.07 410.2~410.8 B i 1 0.5 83
2016.01.08—11 410.8~481.7 L i 12 20 28
2016.01.13 481.7~519.2 A T B E
2016.01.14—27 519.2~789.7 BB 1k 241.9 89

1.5 TODP384 i Ik

HE T 335 01 360 filt IR M AL R ELC & 5, 2020 4F
S 1) TODP 384 L Y6 i Sk ™ FL AR Bl W 55 F
17 7R, Bl 3k i I g0 R 7 2 L DO it AT X
B LR S Ak 2255 PE 100 m, X B A [) 4 Sk i B
il S RN FH 77 i, 300 B AR A8 AR A — B A A0 00 RO
LA RZE AL (K 6) o IZMUR T i X 3 Fh 5 AU Y
Bl Sk #EAT TR A0 R LA = Ak . PDC
ik . PDCHIARIBEME S . w1
T IR 5 o8 e sl 42 = BOR /N T 120 r/min, £ 3k
g 124 ing e Ah, 384 i YK IE X TG ZE B #%
(APC) WY E R DI RE A FL A HEAT 7>

T Wy kB A5 R R B, A F AE ULS55A.
U1555C Fl U1555E 3 4~ L H 19 28 5 4l =k Pk B8 B
FE ML R R S5 = L 2K B T 29 4 m/h i EL T
BT, Bl Sk A K o TR I g 7E U1555A
U1555E & L v Xt be g2 75 i e 9 53k, % b 1 g
B PO A R A SR AR X s TR R R R e, H
g5 L F W] | e i 3 O S J2 5% e AL A ARl T e oA O
IR ZE . M2, PDC &3k LK &R A 3k 01 g
ARG, HEM R R, EHREEEE S R W
PDC 4l 3k (i &R B4y T B TE 2 & F 5
PDC %3k .

F 6 TODP384 fift i A [ FL AL 1 P O 56 Sk 28 B e ECAUARG $h ik X L
Table 6 Comparison of the types and the penetration rates of drill bits used in different holes of IODP384 operation time

fL0r i Sk 25 7Y Bl 0k A PR /m BB A3/ (meh™)
U1555A Tk R ik 97.4 4.2
U1555B =RER UDS eI B ik 24.2 1.3
U1555C VRPN iYL 39.2 1.8
U1555D PDC #li 3k HEE R & R A ek Bk 33.9 1.7
U1555E ERiESS ANty e 2 o ik 98.8 4.1

2 BIREESIRNB S X
21 Ak
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A5 28 TR B R K R ) 45 S R b
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R S Al 0 2 B A T RS ARl S 1 ik R R
HR Z B BT, X 28 2 5O 7 4l 3k & A s I A
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Table 7 Main parameters of TDCS

ELER oo
B /m 17
AME B (N AR /M )/mm 104/216
#i 3 HME /mm 95
b AME /mm 60
HLOERKE/mm 4500
A1) 2847 (HE 97 9720 /kIN 5~10
e % 3 / (remin ) 0~1300
A/ (Nem™) 200~1000
Wi/ (Lemin™) 800~1200
JE %k /MPa 47
ik Ak /(Lemin™) 100~150

TDCS 23 1 & N K- FEE B HLG S . K
GG IR R BE S B AR LA R
0 B K FIEE A5 BT Bl L IO AR AT T 5
TE, 56 41X 50 25 R W, 50 RBURE i 90% , Horh
3/4 7 100% . 92 I 4s REW bk L 241K
5 E O B S AR A O R BRI IR B T
100% o

7E 2018 4F IODP 376 it ik, Xf TDCS #1471
I o IZATUCR FH [0 5 B0l BLRG F 1244 m, SR HX
FoL 2224 m, A D SRR 18% . 7E U1528C
U1531E & fL X%} TDCS #E47 T 5% . 78 U1528C
il TDCS A K LLF 22 m BUG B i 2
53.5 m, REUA L 3.6 m, Fr0 R EUE N 12% . (H1E
U1531E 4L, TDCS R 7E T BHA & A 58 iAH b
AR B0
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