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THE DEVELOPMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES IN NIGER

ZHANG Gui-ping, WANG Shu-ling
China Geological Library, Beijing 100083, China

Abstract As one of the poorest countries in the world, Niger is a landlocked country with weak industrial base in Western
Africa. Niger is endowed with mineral and energy resources, especially great potential of uranium and petroleum, subject to
typical geological and tectonic evolution. In order to realize the present status of mining and the latest advances in mineral
development in Niger, and to provide more detailed information for mining companies either in China or overseas, the paper
introduces the status of mineral development with the latest data, focusing on mineral exploration and mining activities by
foreign companies, with emphasis on such commodities as uranium, oil, gold, iron, coal and phosphate. Also, the paper
collects the recent movements of large mining companies operating in Niger. Finally, the authors present some suggestions
for mineral exploitation in Niger.
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Fig. 1 Distribution of mineral resources in Niger

from BRGM Production: SIGMINES-Carte Indiquant L'Etat du Gisement Au Niger
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Table1 Production of main mineral commodities

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
/t 3434 3153 3032 3243 4198
/kg 2615 3427 2314 1985 1900
It 13 11 — 12 12
/kg 100¢ 139 289 200¢ 200
/10* t 6.2 4.2 4 4 4
It 13043 4615 8661 19737 19700
/10* t 2.5 6.45 2.56 2.97 2.97
It 1300 1300 1300 1300 1300
/10* t 7 7 7 7 7
/10* t 17.63 17.13 18.29 22.51 22.5

USGS 2010 Minerals Yearbook. e —

2 2006~2010
Table 2 Production and exportation of uranium
during 2006-2010

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

It 3434 3153 2993 3241 4198
t 3160 3415 3129 3200 3939
/ /kg 25200 40000 55000 55000 55000

Annuaire Statistique du Niger 2006-2010. 2 2008 2009
1

2010 4198 t 2009
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Fig. 2 Diagram showing the direct investment of China to Niger
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