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DETERMINATION OF THE XIAMEN OPHIOLITE MELANGE IN THE EASTERN
SECTION OF LAJI MOUNTAIN, QINGHAI PROVINCE: Tectonic Implication

CAO Jin-shan, WANG Wei, LI Wu-fu, ZHANG Xin-yuan, GOU Ming-liang
Key Laboratory of Geological Process and Mineral Resources in Northern Qinghai-Tibet PlateaulQinghai Institute of Geological Survey,
Xining 810012, China

Abstract: An ophiolite melange belt with complex material compositions is newly identified in Xiamen Town in the
eastern section of Laji Mountain, Qinghai Province. The tectonic blocks are mainly composed of ophiolites, exotic
blocks, volcanic rocks and meta-sedimentary rocks. The basic volcanic lava and diabase are characterized by right-
dipping LREE enrichment patterns, enrichment of LILEs (Ba, Th and Sr), and depletion of HFSEs (P, Ti and Nb),
with the general petrogeochemistry similar to that of island-arc tholeiite. The comprehensive study of petrology,
petrogeochemistry, isotope chronology and regional geology show that the Xiamen ophiolite is of supra-subduction zone
(SSZ) type, which is probably a back-arc small ocean basin formed by Early Paleozoic Proto-Tethyan Ocean
subduction, belonging to back-arc basin spreading ophiolite.
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Fig. 1  Geological sketch map of Lajishan area
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Fig. 3 The AFM diagram
(After Coleman, 1977)
1—H# 55 (ultrabasic rock ) 5 2—HE K (gabbro)
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Table 1 Contents of major elements in Xiamen ophiolite
B GS345 GS345 Pm31GS Pm31GS Pm31GS Pm02GS QIVG Pm02GS Pm02G Pm20GS  Pm20GS GS327
1-1 1-2 12-1 14-1 14-2 25-1 S05 23-1 S01 20-1 70-1 6-1
. HEERR A K BEERBUEZE B ) MBEPE IOl 5
o Iesca s REMES MEAE IeECs R j2aay AR R
SiO, 33.59 33.42 39.1 37.6 39.5 46.45 48.88 45.86 49.55 46.36 46.11 50.64
TiO, 0.02 0.02 0.05 0.01 0.03 1.38 0.1 0.26 0.2 0.82 1.73 0.37
AlLO; 0.23 0.22 0.7 0.19 0.27 14.52 155 5.46 3.06 17.56 14.03 16.85
Fe,0; 7.08 6.61 7.32 8.43 6.98 3.65 1.24 1.76 4.05 4.76 5.61 5.24
FeO 12 1.05 3 2.3 2.4 6.4 497 8.05 6.93 6.4 6.65 6.85
MnO 0.11 0.1 0.15 0.19 0.11 0.17 0.16 0.23 0.18 0.19 0.17 0.21
MgO 38.37 38.74 36.97 37.04 37.99 6.58 12.26 15.98 20.33 4,77 4.47 5.32
CaO 0.13 0.13 0.47 1.28 0.35 8.63 10.48 14.78 15.36 9.95 8.87 8.12
Na,O 0.15 0.14 0.13 0.13 0.11 3.13 1.84 0.41 0.24 3.58 3.76 1.86
K0 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.05 0.54 0.71 0.54 0.06 0.39 0.55 0.03
P,0s 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.17 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.14 0.24 0.04
H,0* 4.74 3.73 0.47 1.04 0.37 3.79 0.23 2.79 3.97 1.69 451 0.07
CO, 9.81 9.68 10.96 111 11.2 4.36 3.26 3.56 3.38 3.16 3.05 4.02
LOI 18.54 19 11.47 12.33 11.68 7.49 31 5.49 4.19 6.86 3.54
BHE% 99.46 99.46 99.4 99.56 99.49 99.09 99.26 98.84 99.99 99.12 99.07 99.07
K,0/Na,0 0.07 0.08 0.17 0.26 0.42 0.17 0.38 1.32 0.25 0.11 0.15 0.02
Mg* 94.39 94.88 91.7 92.04 92.84 59.85 79.97 76.48 80.88 50.54 47.21 51.4
TFeO 9.35 8.7 10.91 11.33 9.89 10.57 6.33 10.32 10.58 11.25 12.68 12.1
E AL %.

3.06%~17.56% ,Na,0 5 0.24%~3.76%; K0 (0.06%~
0.55%), F¥10 031%, 5 IAT (9P B 2 #m ) 1
K:O & 1 (0.43% ) A4 (Pearce, 1982). EHRICE & i
EERAE AR 22 T0L, S AR BN A A B, B AR A,
R R R R R AR, AR BN N
TE Si0-(Na,0+K,0) I (B 5), Zal s FgE st
i PSR E AR E RS TE AFM Kf (& 6)
o LA RS S R B S A RIRE X A R, R
HHRLEE 2R TUA S R A .
32 HmITEMMETRISFMT
321 TREBIEERKS

B3R 2 AT, AR BMIONS A - S i X REE
4.41x10°~7.97x10. Frh RO A SREE & 8.83x
10, #47%4 SREE & 4.05x10°, #4047 % SREE N

3.07x10°°. NIESCA R - e 80 7 LA L a AR
ik, FeA L ARk, 6 K% 5 . LREE/HREE [ (H
M 4.38~8.05, (La/Yb)y N 5.21~12.44, S R5Hs 0%
4, Sm/N (B3 4 0.20~0.22, Jz L4 -5
WA RS ARRL,  ELR AR al S R 0 i 1Y)
FEW). SEu BE/NTF 1, RER 55 R RRIE. BRBIB A
bR HEAL AR -l A B (18] 7)), i 5w A
TNy i sE G N i N T

WA B Y REE B8 AN 5 1H 2 48 i
A 5.5%x107°~89.18x10°°, 344 47.34x10°; LREE/
HREE 4 2.27~3.97, “F¥5 3.12; (La/Yb)y ¥ KF 1,
IR 273, RMCEARERM L R SEu
0.95~1.63, 7AW /nEH59 1 55 FRAE. BB B A AR
HEAL AR L e B X (8] 7a), 5 2R 2 Ak
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1—Z i (basalt) ; 2—J% 4% (diabase )
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Fig. 6 The AFM diagram
1—Z R (basalt) ; 2—HELEA (diabase )
322 EME(E)REENLEE

Fii + E it SREE 24 10.7810°~95.99x10°, SE3%
42.90x107°, 33 = TR IR SRR 28 BN A n s 5
. B E M - I LREE/HREE K 1.35~4.80, “F1%
3.23;(La/Yb)x 4 0.91~5.11, 5K 3.06, [z WLz Fi +
H—@E R E S ; (LalSm)y H 1.5~2.64, FHK 1.96,
IR = RS IR RRAE A B 5 (Gd/YD)y K 0.66~
151, F44 1.25, S BeaE 6 - 3 8/ AR /N s SEu
T 0.92~1.07 Z (0], P38 0.99, i EEA T 75,
WA I IR X CAHC A 5% B . Bk A bR AL A +
e o B B (1] 8a), 2k A 51 i Ao i (Y 52
s 1w AR,

TE SR AR M AR EAL O T R Wk (] 8b), X
RA AL AR BRI K& T2 A 70K Ba.Th,
Sr X E A, F LR PUTIND M T, RARE
fES KR Z A2l =), R m A HA S e
A RRIFR PR R A IR fb R

4 g
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D b BRI e SRR A il rh Rl 3R AR
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Table 2 Contents of REEs and trace elements in Xiamen ophiolite

GS34 GS34 Pm31GS  Pm31GS Pm31GS Pm02GS QIVG Pm02GS  Pm02G  Pm20GS Pm20GS  GS32

kil 51-1 51-2 12-1 14-1 14-2 25-1 S05 23-1 S01 20-1 70-1 76-1
"™ B TTA R BERRUAR BEPEE (R ) MV KL E A
" IESCAeMiE RS HOE IBECA WA WLk Enea
La 1.01 1.92 2.23 111 0.74 13.61 0.82 2.46 1.83 14.30 15.13 1.97
Ce 0.78 1.52 2.40 1.14 1.16 29.37 1.61 4.88 3.42 23.62 29.51 3.21
Pr 0.29 0.52 0.48 0.25 0.14 4.06 0.17 0.76 0.48 3.59 4.16 0.53
Nd 119 213 1.75 0.88 0.56 18.39 0.81 3.58 2.00 15.20 18.97 2.49
Sm 0.26 0.45 0.39 0.17 0.11 4.38 0.25 0.94 0.55 3.41 4.90 0.83
Eu 0.07 0.11 0.11 0.05 0.02 1.43 0.16 0.31 0.19 1.22 1.68 0.30
Gd 0.21 0.37 0.42 0.15 0.09 4.78 0.36 1.10 0.60 3.48 5.50 1.20
Tb 0.03 0.06 0.06 0.02 0.02 0.83 0.07 0.20 0.10 0.53 0.91 0.23
Dy 0.22 0.37 0.37 0.12 0.09 5.01 0.47 1.20 0.67 3.46 6.10 1.75
Ho 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.02 0.02 1.01 0.10 0.25 0.14 0.74 1.29 0.42
Er 0.14 0.21 0.22 0.06 0.05 2.88 0.30 0.74 0.38 211 3.64 1.37
Tm 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.42 0.05 0.11 0.05 0.30 0.53 0.22
Yb 0.13 0.19 0.24 0.06 0.05 2.64 0.28 0.75 0.32 1.89 3.19 1.46
Lu 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.38 0.05 0.12 0.05 0.30 0.49 0.25
Sr 4.3 6.25 6.24 7.8 6.52 249.6 140.2 43.66 35.08 237.7 420.6 197.8
Rb 0.4 1.69 1.39 2.38 3.67 10.08 23.65 6.98 2 5.18 5.74 0.88
Ba 64.4 321 8.65 49.78 9.16 193.8 56.07 393.4 52.44 1225 203.3 32.78
Th 0.34 0.85 0.45 0.36 0.34 2.19 2.39 0.53 0.34 2.04 2.53 0.62
Ta 0 0.1 0.05 0.1 0.08 0.97 1.39 0.24 0.17 0.92 0.8 0.25
Nb 0.52 11 0.39 0.39 0.6 10.26 3.58 1.77 1.86 7.19 11.33 1.68
Zr 6.8 6.1 5.45 5.54 4.95 144.9 7.92 18.3 11.48 54 140.5 19
Hf 0.7 0.6 0.26 0.6 0.17 4.5 0.77 0.7 0.77 15 3.8 0.6
Cr 3422 2589 3688 3711 2366 247.1 415.1 971.7 1579 82.59 81.82 56.36
Ni 2377 2464 928.3 1100 1069 - 161 - 3745 23.77 45.96 27.93
Co - - - - - 39.13 - 65.44 - - - -
\% 0.06 0.04 0.1 0.15 0.15 0.43 0.05 0.07 0.08 0.44 0.57 0.19
Y 1.28 1.97 2.13 0.57 0.55 24.56 2,77 6.23 3.48 18.78 31.08 10.56
> REE 441 797 8.83 4.05 3.07 89.18 55 17.38 10.78 74.13 95.99 16.21
LREE 3.59 6.65 7.36 3.6 2.73 71.24 3.82 12.92 8.47 61.34 74.36 9.32
HREE 0.82 1.33 1.47 0.45 0.34 17.94 1.68 4.46 231 12.79 21.63 6.9
LREE/HREE 4.38 5.01 5.01 8 8.03 3.97 2.27 2.9 3.67 4.8 3.44 1.35
(La/Yb)y 521 6.79 6.26 12.47 9.98 3.48 1.97 2.23 3.86 511 3.2 0.91
SEu 0.86 0.78 0.83 0.94 0.6 0.95 1.63 0.94 1.01 1.07 0.99 0.92
(La/Sm)y 2.49 271 3.6 411 4.23 1.95 2.06 1.65 2.09 2.64 1.94 15
(GAIYb)y 1.27 1.54 141 2.02 1.45 1.46 1.04 1.19 151 1.49 1.39 0.66

AL 10,
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