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Present Situation and Suggestions on the Exploitation and Utilization of Peat Resources in China
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Abstract ; The formation process, basic characteristics, reserves distribution and physicochemical char-

acteristics of peat were summarized. The research results and application prospects of peat in industry,

agriculture , environmental protection and medicine were described. The development actuality, existing

problems and countermeasures of China$ peat industry were discussed. And it point out that it is imper-

ative to carry out a new round of national comprehensive survey on high — quality peat resources.
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Fig. 1 Peat formation and transformation
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Table 1  Distribution of the peatlands ( more than 30 cm of
peat) over the continents
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