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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of test system for the second offshore production test in Japan
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Fig. 2 Schematic diagram of test process for the second offshore production test in Japan
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PROGRESS OF OFFSHORE NATURAL GAS HYDRATE PRODUCTION
TESTS IN JAPAN AND IMPLICATIONS

ZHANG Wei" ?, BAI Fenglong®, SHAO Mingjuan" *, TIAN Qianning' ’

(1. Geoscience Documentation Center, China Geological Survey, Beijing 100083, China;
2. National Geological Library of China, Beijing 100083, China; 3. Qingdao Institute of Marine Geology,
China Geological Survey, Qingdao 266071, China)

Abstract; Natural gas hydrate research and development (R&D) have entered a phase of onshore and off-
shore field tests. Offshore hydrate production tests, however, are only performed by Japan and China.
Through comprehensive summarization of two hydrate production testing cases in Japan and the careful
study of Japan’s industrialization plan, we found that Japan is rich in gas hydrate resources. Even though
a great deal of manpower, materials and financial have been inputted into the R&D, but technology assur-
ing stable gas production remains to be developed. Therefore, the hydrate industrialization will be a rela-
tively long process. Before successful industrialization, they still have to do more on resource survey,
demonstration and systematism of technology and equipment, making production test, and development of
specifications and regulations.

Key words: unconventional energy; methane hydrate; production test; industrialization



