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Table 1 Major, trace elements and TOC concentrations of sediments at site CL-1(10" )

KRS JEEJE /cm Sr Ba Zr Pb A% Th Cu Sc

CL-1-1 0 505 402 119 22.8 96. 8 12.0 32.3 12.2
CL-1-2 20 577 375 124 21.2 89.5 11.3 32.5 11.1
CL-1-3 45 599 428 118 21.9 89.4 12.1 35.3 11.1
CL-1-4 60 459 471 135 22.9 92.6 13.0 31.3 11.2
CL-1-5 80 335 401 147 24.3 101 14.5 32.9 12.5
CL-1-6 100 281 414 206 21.3 79.0 11.7 21.2 9.51
CL-1-7 120 323 437 211 21.9 83.9 12.4 22.9 10.2
CL-1-8 140 352 400 160 23.8 93.9 13.4 25.9 11.5
CL-1-9 160 281 418 181 24.4 99.4 14. 4 28.4 12.7
CL-1-10 180 305 398 171 24.9 102 13.4 28.6 12.6
CL-1-11 200 259 406 197 23.1 92.4 13.5 24.4 12.1
CL-1-12 220 305 483 192 23.2 93.4 13.0 28.1 11.8
CL-1-13 240 228 404 242 21. 8 84. 8 12.5 22.3 11.0
CL-1-14 260 338 427 173 23.1 94.5 12.7 27.1 12.1
CL-1-15 280 322 388 205 21.7 82.8 12.4 20.5 10.4
CL-1-16 300 411 355 208 21. 8 71.0 10. 8 17.3 7.23
CL-1-17 320 411 366 230 19.8 58.6 10.5 13.5 6.85
CL-1-18 340 441 341 215 19.9 57.7 10.2 12.1 6.46
CL-1-19 360 570 589 140 20.9 74.7 10. 8 22.2 8. 84
CL-1-20 380 498 461 117 24.1 97.4 12.7 35.1 11.3
CL-1-21 400 455 477 126 24. 4 103 14.0 35.1 12.8
CL-1-22 420 428 471 126 24.9 105 13.2 35.1 12.5
CL-1-23 440 415 499 127 23.9 108 13.8 36. 4 12.8
CL-1-24 460 446 502 124 22.7 101 13.6 36.5 12.5
CL-1-25 480 449 507 124 24.0 102 13.6 35.1 12.4
CL-1-26 500 439 432 124 24.2 97.3 13.5 33.5 12.0
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gk 1-1
RS JEJE /em Sr Ba Zr Pb v Th Cu Sc
CL-1-27 520 462 458 120 23.4 100 13.4 35.6 12.0
CL-1-28 540 465 4166 116 23.3 99.3 13.1 35.1 12.1
CL-1-29 560 467 514 116 23.5 102 13.1 36.7 12.4
CL-1-30 580 476 503 117 22.2 98.9 12.4 34. 8 11.9
CL-1-31 600 507 516 119 21.0 99. 8 12.1 33.7 11.9
CL-1-32 620 480 549 121 21.7 99.2 12.4 31.7 12.3
CL-1-33 640 506 522 122 19.8 98.9 12.4 32.3 12.0
CL-1-34 660 503 533 119 21.5 95.4 11.9 30. 7 11.6
CL-1-35 680 492 550 117 20. 8 96. 4 11.8 30.1 11.7
CL.-1-36 700 497 596 120 20.9 98.1 12.3 30. 3 12.4
CL-1-37 720 469 591 121 22.8 99.0 12.9 30.1 12.4
CL-1-38 740 454 567 119 21.9 97.0 12.8 29.9 12.4
CL-1-39 760 466 608 119 22.1 102 12.7 31.7 12.5
CL-1-40 780 446 597 121 22.7 97.8 13.3 29.4 12.7
RS Cr Ni Zn U Mo Al/% TOC/ % Th/U V/Cr
CL-1-1 69.9 55.0 119 12.1 9.31 6.72 1.29 0.99 1. 38
CL-1-2 63.5 47.2 104 11.4 7.54 6.25 1.31 0.99 1.41
CL-1-3 63.8 49.5 109 12.3 6.45 6. 36 1.47 0.98 1. 40
CL-1-4 66. 8 44. 8 104 9.65 6.18 6. 87 1. 50 1. 35 1. 39
CL-1-5 88. 8 46.7 109 7.99 4.76 7.50 1. 60 1. 81 1. 14
CL-1-6 56.1 34.1 83.8 4.55 3. 00 5.85 1. 08 2.57 1.41
CL-1-7 67.6 33.9 81.7 4.58 2.36 6.13 1. 29 2.71 1. 24
CL-1-8 70. 8 37.4 95.3 5.60 3.20 6. 88 1.62 2.39 1.33
CL-1-9 75.6 39. 8 103 4. 50 2.12 7.42 1. 60 3.20 1.31
CL-1-10 82.6 41.4 101 4. 39 1. 88 7.17 1. 60 3.05 1.23
CL-1-11 82.9 36. 4 95.3 3.87 1.51 7.05 1. 50 3.49 1. 11
CL-1-12 79.6 38.8 99. 2 4.69 1. 64 6.73 1.51 2.77 1.17
CL-1-13 78. 4 32.6 91.0 2.97 0.99 6.35 1. 26 4.21 1.08
CL-1-14 74.7 37.0 98.0 4.01 1.51 6.91 1.57 3.17 1.27
CL-1-15 68.9 32.1 85.3 3.98 1. 89 6.16 1. 36 3.12 1. 20
CL-1-16 57.0 23.5 64.4 2.46 1.61 4.27 2.64 4.39 1.25
CL-1-17 59.0 22.6 58.9 2.70 1.51 4.24 1.52 3.89 0.99
CL-1-18 48. 8 21.2 62.3 3.11 1.58 4.10 1.54 3.28 1. 18
CL-1-19 52.3 37.5 82.0 3.55 1.13 5.23 1. 30 3.04 1.43
CL-1-20 66. 2 49.6 113 5.50 1. 00 6.71 1. 44 2.31 1.47
CL-1-21 83.0 49.7 110 4.72 0.97 7.27 1.42 2.97 1.24
CL-1-22 75.8 46. 2 112 4. 85 0.93 7.55 1.48 2.72 1. 39
CL-1-23 75.1 47.6 114 4.65 0. 90 7.77 1.45 2.97 1. 44
CL-1-24 70. 2 50. 6 114 5.03 0. 89 7.44 1.57 2.70 1. 44
CL-1-25 78.6 50. 2 117 4. 82 0.99 7.30 1.57 2.82 1. 30
CL-1-26 78.8 45.5 112 4.74 0. 89 7.15 1.52 2.85 1.23
CL-1-27 69. 4 46.7 112 4.55 0.83 7.30 1.51 2.95 1. 44
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CL-1-28 67.1 46. 1 113 5.05 0. 65 7.13 1.49 2.59 1.48
CL-1-29 70.9 50.0 116 4.79 0.77 7.10 1.51 2.73 1. 44
CL-1-30 71.5 46.9 113 4.73 0.67 6.93 1. 44 2.62 1. 38
CL-1-31 65.7 47.9 113 4. 89 0.68 6.75 1.28 2.47 1.52
CL-1-32 72.9 47.5 108 4.26 0.70 6.89 1.28 2.91 1. 36
CL-1-33 68. 2 44.9 109 4.70 0.67 6. 83 1. 18 2.64 1. 45
CL-1-34 71.7 46. 0 108 4.69 0. 66 6.77 1.22 2.54 1.33
CL-1-35 78. 4 44,7 110 4.52 0. 60 6.75 1. 20 2.61 1.23
CL-1-36 88. 3 44.9 111 4. 46 0.59 6.94 1.22 2.76 1. 11
CL-1-37 76.7 45.4 113 4.67 0.65 7.01 1.23 2.76 1. 29
CL-1-38 81.0 44,1 114 4,34 0.63 7.10 1.21 2.95 1. 20
CL-1-39 77.7 49.7 120 4.55 0.67 7.15 1.28 2.79 1. 31
CL-1-40 80. 2 45.5 109 4.47 0. 64 7.26 1. 22 2.98 1. 22
®2 CL2 iUl E BEM TOC HHLER(10°)
Table 2 Major, trace elements and TOC concentrations of sediments at site CL-2(10°)

R b 5 JEJE /em Sr Ba Zr Pb \% Th Cu Sc

CL-2-1 0 968 222 81.5 19.4 57.3 8.90 19.0 7.16
CL-2-2 20 583 309 112 21.7 85.1 11.8 25.6 10.2
CL-2-3 40 282 384 149 25.3 107 15.0 34.4 13.8
CL-2-4 60 316 385 177 24. 8 104 14.4 29.6 13.5
CL-2-5 80 644 344 146 22.4 88.1 12.3 23.4 10. 8
CL-2-6 100 786 338 172 22.6 86. 8 12.3 25.4 10. 8
CL-2-7 250 468 371 124 23.4 99.0 13.1 33.2 12.3
CL-2-8 270 413 368 131 22.9 103 13.7 34.2 12.9
CL-2-9 280 433 379 124 23.2 103 13.1 33.9 12.6
CL-2-10 300 497 375 118 22.4 99.5 12.8 33.9 12.0
CL-2-11 320 518 384 112 22.4 96. 1 12.4 33.2 12.0
CL-2-12 340 544 387 114 22.5 97.3 12.5 34.1 11.8
CL-2-13 360 522 389 112 22.5 98.5 12.3 36. 6 11.6
CL-2-14 380 499 393 111 23.5 101 12.5 36.0 11.7
CL-2-15 400 534 416 120 23.7 101 12. 6 37.5 12.1
CL-2-16 420 520 398 117 23.2 102 12.1 36.4 11.9
CL-2-17 440 503 398 125 21.9 102 12.6 36.4 12.3
CL-2-18 460 476 381 121 22.5 96.5 11.5 31.9 11.6
CL-2-19 480 510 404 119 22.1 99.5 11.8 32.0 12.0
CL-2-20 495 519 391 115 20.7 97.8 11.4 32.1 11.7
R = Cr Ni Zn U Mo Al/% TOC/ % Th/U V/Cr
CL-2-1 38.2 26.0 71.4 8. 90 3.43 3.75 0.97 1. 00 8.00
CL-2-2 65. 2 34.0 87.4 7.13 3.01 6.06 1. 34 1.65 8.34
CL-2-3 105 44,9 109 5. 86 2.08 8. 26 1.76 2.56 7.75
CL-2-4 95.0 40. 6 106 5.96 2.32 7.83 1.71 2.42 7.70
CL-2-5 77.7 33.3 88.0 6. 89 3.24 6.29 1. 44 1.79 8.16
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K5 JEEJE /cm Sr Ba Zr Pb A% Th Cu Sc

CL-2-6 67.8 37.7 90. 6 7.88 2.97 6.22 1. 36 1. 56 8. 04
CL-2-7 99.0 50.0 103 8.99 2.81 7.08 1.53 1. 46 8.05
CL-2-8 83.6 47.7 111 7.14 2.89 7.56 1.51 1.92 7.98
CL-2-9 75.3 45.6 110 6.78 1. 89 7.51 1. 44 1.93 8.17
CL-2-10 80. 0 44.9 107 7.06 2.04 7.03 1.54 1. 81 8.29
CL-2-11 77.3 46. 6 105 6.67 1. 06 6.90 1.49 1. 86 8.01
CL-2-12 66.9 45.6 111 6. 38 0.87 6.71 1. 42 1. 96 8.25
CL-2-13 72.2 47.3 110 5.51 0.78 6.98 1.35 2.23 8.49
CL-2-14 76.9 47.7 110 5.38 0.77 7.09 1.32 2.32 8.63
CL-2-15 77. 4 49.0 117 5.77 0. 80 7.07 1. 34 2.18 8.35
CL-2-16 73.6 50.1 115 6.47 0.70 6. 84 1.33 1. 87 8.57
CL-2-17 78.7 53.0 113 6.14 2.01 6.94 1.32 2.05 8.29
CL-2-18 73.2 45.3 105 5.77 0. 89 6. 74 1.27 1.99 8.32
CL-2-19 85.6 45.9 108 6.09 0. 82 6.79 1. 30 1.94 8.29
CL-2-20 64. 6 43.1 107 5.79 0.65 6.68 1.16 1.97 8. 36
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Fig. 2 Concentrations of trace elements in sediments

from site CL.-1 and CL-2

(The values have normalized to average upper crust [ 32])
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Variation of trace elements in sediments (Data of site GMGS08, Dongsha area of the South China Sea is from reference [287])
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TRACE ELEMENT GEOCHEMISTRY OF SEDIMENTS IN
QIONGDONGNAN AREA, THE SOUTH CHINA SEA,
AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR GAS HYDRATES

DENG Yinan'?, FANG Yunxin"?*, ZHANG Xin'?,
CHEN Fang"?, WANG Haifeng"?, REN Jiangbo'?, LIU Chenhui*, GUAN Yao*

(1. Key Laboratory of Marine Mineral Resources, Ministry of Land and Resources, Guangzhou 510075, Chinaj;

2. Guangzhou Marine Geological Survey, Guangzhou 510075, China;

3. State Key Laboratory for Mineral Deposits Research, School of Earth Sciences and Engineering, Nanjing University,
Nanjing 210008, China;4. School of Marine Sciences, Sun Yat-sen University. Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract:In order to study the geochemical characteristics of trace elements and their implications for gas

hydrate, marine sediment samples were systematically collected from the Qiongdongnan area of the South

China Sea. The major and trace elements as well as the TOC of the sediments are analyzed, upon which the

redox condition, redox-sensitive elements and their TOC correlation are adopted to describe the geochemis-

try characteristics of sediments. The results indicate that Sr, Pb, Th, U, Zn, Cu and Mo are enriched in

the sediments comparing to the average of upper crust. Systematic variations in Th/U, V/Cr values further

indicate that the sediments are under a more reducing condition, and as the results, Mo and U are en-

riched. Some sediment samples have already dropped into the sulfide zone, leading the enrichment of redox-

sensitive elements such as Mo and U, owing to the dissociation of gas hydrate and methane fluxes coming

from deeper sediments. Therefore, the existence of the sulfide zone and Mo and U enrichment in sediments

may have the significance to trace the gas hydrates in deep.

Key words: trace elements; marine sediments; H,S; gas hydrate; Qiongdongnan area



