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Adsorption of PAHs by the sediments from the Yangcheng tidal flat: the influence of particle size
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Abstract: In order to study the adsorption behavior of the intertidal sediment adsorption of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), we use
the Soxhlet extraction method, characteristic ratio method, statistical analysis, isothermal adsorption experiment, together with sediment
adsorption parameter modeling and inverse calculations for three different particle size groups (i.e., 0~31 pm, 32~64 um, and > 64 pm) to
identify the influence of particle size on the adsorption parameter. The results reveal that the contents of PAHs varied from 49.67~
141.90 ng-g ', with an average of 74.92 ng-g'. The PAHs were primarily trinuclear, tetracyclic or pentacyclic, and the surface sediment PAHs in
the study area had a mixed origin of combustion. When the organic matter content in sediments is relatively low, particle size plays a major role
in PAHs adsorption.
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Fig.1 Sampling site for the tidal flat sediment cores
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and PAHs content in the Yancheng tidal flat



4145 5L 3

Wik, 5« e RS T AR W B 22 3R 05 e R AR PR R S 57

e, HH K 0.98~29.49ng g, FHH 13.09 ng g™
33 PAHs 7% & N 1249~ 32.59 ng-g!, ¥ N
18.07 ng'g'; 4 ¥ PAHs 7 & 4 10.24~ 50.63 ng'g ',
¥k 17.60 ng-gs 5 PAHs & & A 10.99~
26.69 ng-g™', -3k 14.85 ng-g™'; 6 3 PAHs &% i
7.97~2143 ng-g!, F¥ N 1131 ng-g'c AR R %L
PAHs % & ¥ B2 (1) 5T Bk 3R K /N R 3 3 (24.55%) >
4 35 (23.06%) > 5 3 (20.34%) > 2 ¥ ( 16.62%) >
6 ¥ (15.43%) , K& & 3—5 FF PAHs X A v B 57 ik
A, 2 5 6 F TR AR AR

100

%04 %T =] SN 5 NNNNNNN SRN
5 o ’
< >> >>>’ >> >> >>>>> >>> =T
RN >> 7 >>> 7 8N (s3)
= A @)
= B (33F)
K é §§ gg % L@
= 40
Ll | %

0

0 10 20 30 40 50
VR /cm

3 PR AR S PAHS I & 2 E
Fig.3 Down-core variations of the composition of PAHs with

different ring numbers

3.2 EhiEMARETAY B 16 Fh PAHs BIRIR

B PAHs HRIE EZA A RS H AR TERY,
ANTR] YR 7= A (%) PAHs Fp 2 5 vk B8 Y AN FH [R], X 34
WM DT RN —FE . WEE S E R ik 2
UL PAHS J3 B i, A 3300 R T B ik 9 b
1250 BT PAHs 195
3.2.1 efEE

o SF A PAHS fb &9, — B H A AL
)27 o e R B B ) o R R R, Rt
PAHs M4 50 &9 0 & & U = — R B 2 28
FEAE b b PAHSs fe B I V5 YR 0 A RO ke, H
HEAATT R B/ CEHE) L B/ () L R
IF [a] B/ (PRI [a] B+AE ) | B 26 /(B R e R I
3E)iX 4 Fb U AE K f# B: PAHS (19 7] BESR -2, {H 2
AW sEte hAE B AT N 2 5 B R, fE AR 4
N AR 5 & AR AR, A6 FHARAAE B Lo (7
A it B B/ ) =, TR, A SR e B B/
(DS EAEE) . RIF [a] B/(CRIT [a] R FIEI I 1B/
(Efi - EE+2R 0 ) 31X 3 21 HUAE (3% 1), 40 Do 3 ) v
FEARFEDTER Y v PAHs USRI (32 2), 25 R KW

39V W A BR TR oh PAHS Sk R 2 2 Al L A
B TR SFHRBER .
£ 1 PAHs AL A H B 5 4722

Table 1 The method of PAHs source identification

using isomeric ratios!" !

FHIES T HE ARgE BORIREE FORMGE Al

W CREATE) 04~05 >05 >0.5 <0.4
I [a] B (EH[a]B+E)  >0.35 >0.35 >035 <02

BidfEE/ (BiFE+2369E)  02~05  >0.5 >0.5 <0.2

x2 T4 H PAHs 5> FLHLE

Table 2 Isomeric ratios of PAHs in sediments

FHIES T 1L FleAs M R
KR CREATE) 0.44~0.55  0.51 gzl
FKH[a]B/ CEFH[a]B+ED)  0.27~0.49 0.41 PRI IR
EigREE/ CEIIFEE+RIEIE)  041~053 049  AihRBedE

322 ERSHMTE

15 YLk s R 2 A IR A R B, 32 A o M v
A DL X s Y ok IR P, AR SCR O SPSS X
16 #f PAHs 2 [H] A SCHE 43 07, B K 5 PAHs &%
AN R, I3 — 105 F B0 o A A5 B 45
PR A0 R 2% 2 A i e i) R AR 22 (£ 3) 6

F T A R, PCL & BT 221 84.696%,
WA F 1 BT J7 2 5T IA B T 92.468%, iX
WIS TR F I DL 3R GA 45 2 007 PAHS (1948 K350 5 8,
H PC1 J EEFTHRA F . PCL ™, 43R DL I PAHs
BREE 5 401 [K] 22 A, AR TE PC1 38 1 T
95%, PG5S — FE 4T A 4 3 DL B 1Y 5 3 PAHSs
(#£3). PC2 251y T4k o e e, PRI B —
Sy RZE(FR3) . —MBORUL, 4 ML LR TR0
05 1 22 K IR T A AR R IR R e, ZR AR A
T e KR 7 i 2628

ZE L RTak, A58 X 3N PAHS 11 3 2R I8 Ry 45
FEBRBE IR IR AR IR, ELUA A R be o £, X Sl
FH HCABE IR AR i 25 55— 2

3.3 KRN IREE AR

FIFH Freundlich W B 55 56 75 21 AN [R] R A% J50RE 3T
TP % PAHs (9 W Fff 280 (£ 4) o 78 25 °C T FI1H
Freundlich 5% 1 X 52 bR 2088 #F 47 881 &, AR R %K
R>094, AR, B, JE. 25, JF. B KK
A J R AR BB AR 89 PAHS, H n (E 36T T 1, WK
Jo 8 53 %) PAHS 78 7K A4 -0 FR 40 11 1 B 3o o 2%



58 YRR M J5 5 56 D0 20 b TR 2021 4£ 6 A

3 PAHsANEERHS LMEFHEMERSE # 4 Freundlich #& 3¢ T £h 5 80 M = Fh oL 1249 R UL
Table 3 The components load of PAHs (PC1) in sediment and KBt gE D& ¥
the variance of PCA (PC2) Table 4 Freundlich sorption parameters of PAHs with different
PN sediment sizes from the Yancheng tidal flat
PAHs#1% PCl PC2
PAHs#H 5 HAZ/pum K n R
ES 0.484 0.743
- 0798 o3 0~31 8.09 1.22 0.96
JE N 7 435
. - %* 32~64 6.00 1.24 0.94
) 0.902 375
5 090 0105 >64 5.80 1.25 0.97
905 )
» 0046 0053 0~31 25.87 1.02 0.94
ik : -0
" 0055 0053 TS 32~64 20.46 1.02 0.97
B 95 0.
- 0950 . >64 18.77 1.03 0.95
P 95 0.
» 0906 0301 0~31 27.07 1.00 0.96
2 . —0.
i 32~64 2227 1.01 0.94
HH[a] 0.986 -0.152
" 0953 0278 >64 17.27 1.02 0.95
& 95 —0.
S 0957 oal 0~31 16.73 1.04 0.94
% 32~64 14.41 1.05 0.97
Ik B 0.924 0.189
>64 14.90 1.04 0.96
I [a] Bl 0.983 -0.079
A 0~31 22.38 1.07 0.95
TR IF[a,h] 0.946 0.104
4 32~64 21.07 1.07 0.94
BigF[1,2,3-cd]TE 0.969 -0.005
>64 16.91 1.10 0.96
#H[gh,ildE 0.967 -0.128
0~31 29.12 1.07 0.96
BT %% 84.696 92.468 ’
<3 32~64 22.61 1.09 0.97
P R EF T R I Ay R 2R I [b] %< B, & IF: [k]% > 64 23.94 1.06 0.96
g N e
BLEIF (L, 2, 3-cd] B . R JF [g, h, 1] 9E5F PAHs Y 0~31 2629 1.06 0.94
W BE S E > 1.2, RV AL PENL Y . Bl E KA
. e . P 32~64 21.04 1.10 0.95
PAHs ¥ B2 19 FF &1, a1 Joa £ 0 %09 PAHSs 19 F e 1
ST b JATRR . >64 24.32 1.09 0.96
FEAE 3G 55, AH N W B BE 7055 . A AR A oK IR Y
PAHs ¥i% B — b 4 35 18 IR A KT, R 507 03t 0260 L5 09
i B2 I 6 5 4T PAHS A2 AT 56 A 00 i D64 147 LIS 095
Ak, fE 2% Bk N E IO T, UL X >64 16.81 115 0.95
S0 W WG 7 B8/, T [a, ] A0 o s i o
2 AT B [ B P R 2 4 R e R e
R (¢ 4), JUTHE 90N LS00 6 4 R, K1 .
H ) 28R 2 B T ME LA g DU FR W d 3R P &, () >64 1.17 0.94
- N N 14.45 ) )
Af, 0~31 pm (4 40K AR P 1) I B 6 0 K5 i =
T 32~ 64 pm i1 FHORLAE UKL > 64 pm 1 RLRE 8 150 o=t 728 L0095
RLCE4) o 3 Foki £ DU % [) Fl PAHS 1 W B fig i 32764 21.23 1.08 0.97
AR, B4y HoRL AR (32~ 64 um) UKL % T PAHSs 4 >64 2333 1.06 0.96
g1 B W B B8 A TR AR (> 64 um) UKL, 10 %5 0~31 2311 1.20 0.98
OB —hE e —H >
B 9 L ARIE [b] 2R RTT [a] EE L EIIE (L, Koy 1264 o4 121 o9
2, 3-cd] BEMIZEIF [g, h, 1] FE %, HEAYHR 43 W2 Hokr
>64 21.74 1.19 0.94

12 (32~ 64 pm) UKL B 58 7 & TORLKLAR (> 64 um)

WKL (% 4) . %5 16 Fit PAHs H ISR 80 IR o g
TR BEFR 3 245, I i o P 2 I I g A A

i

b




4145 5L 3

Wik, 5« e RS T AR W B 22 3R 05 e R AR PR R S 59

HFRa
PAHs4 % A2/ um K n R
>64 18.23 1.24 0.98
0~31 23.69 1.09 0.95
I [a]th 32~64 16.57 1.08 0.96
>64 14.63 1.11 0.96
0~31 38.33 1.08 0.96
2RI [a,h] B 32~64 33.05 1.10 0.95
>64 28.15 1.09 0.95
0~31 18.01 1.34 0.94
BfiFF[1,2,3-cd] i 32~64 15.68 1.38 0.96
>64 16.12 1.37 0.96
0~31 10.25 1.20 0.96
I [gh,ildk 32~64 9.50 1.20 0.95
>64 9.52 1.18 0.96
400
300 4
4
R
#2200
s
=
100
0 T T T
0~31 32~64 >64
R4 /um

4 3 Fioki ORI X PAHSs FV [t B8
Fig.4 The sorption parameters of PAHs associated with three

different sediment sizes

AN [) P R A JBORE T AR 0 % - PAHs 19 W B BE 0 A5 Fr
25 5, [A) SRR JURL T AU X AN [R] 2544 PAHS [1)
W B RE Tt AT A K 22 5 (K1 5) o 3 Rk A2 B0k X A
7] 1% PAHSs W2 B 6E 7 8 5 308 >IR3 > 3k . — i
1M 55, = P50 PAHSs 19 1E 5 B /K 43 i 28 B00HE X 4%
1, B KM R R, PR B e DR R B
PAHs 1) 2 FU [ 8 71 K 76 3 A R4k PAHS o 11K,
X T 16 bR PAHs W, (KR (243 35) 5
15 5 (5+6 1 ) PAHs 4 47 6 Flt, 11 35 (4 3 ) PAHs 1|
SR 4 Flos iy o BeAh, AR R %L PAHSs B 5% B3 45
fIE Al A7 76 22 51, 45 28 (5+6 31 ) PAHs 1, K Jf
[a, h] A4 W FAF BE 0 KA 5 @ HL fth = 25 %0 PAHSs

150

(2+3%F)
D 438)
Y (s+6#F)
100 + 7 § §
54
R
s 7
=
504
0 Z Z :
1 2 3
KL% /pm

K5 3 ok 72 0RO G w3 AR 4 PAHS (9 B AE )
Fig.5 The sorption parameters of low-ring, middle-ring and high-

ring PAHs with three different sediment sizes

(32 4), XAl A5 2289 [ah] BA G 09 AL 1k
BiA K

BT ABIETEIA D DU W B PAHSs (1 32 2252 (4
RATBIFBALY) . A B pH. KB )2 SRR
ABFFE R, B RLAR ORI IS O, HEXT PAHS W fff BE
WAHN IS5 (35 3, &1 4), H TOC 5 PAHs % f2 [8] %
AW ARG K R, BE bR A T A — M, SR A
pH {E B AR B 5E (8L, AN 2 0] BRI PAHS 147>
PRSI, =R RDRLAR XF T PAHS
F14 8% B BE T3 AN ) 32 B8 D R AR N R A SR . AR I
2RO URL B b SR A FLB AR . — BT
AN TRPREAS UAR MY A1 3R 1) 28 R A R A7 A B 3 22 5, —
F R A PR 108 1o ok 11 3R A 6 T L, R P o A 3R
PR BURCHRS, DY IOHDRLAR TTORR A b i LB ELAR L
AR DUAR Y B R ARBIESE v, AR AR JBURL X T
PAHs 7 % fix K WL RE 1 (1 4), B L 3% 1w R
Xt PAHs (4 W B 2 %5 32 A o SR A H 3R TwI AR,
PPt T Z AW AL, RS PAHS AT LA X B 2
Wb % 55 T UURR Y T, (45 K 1A P ) PAHSs B K&
MBS o AR R TR, FLBR AR N B X PAHS 14 I B
WEAEM . ERM LB EAR, {753 PAHs 77 T &
y 2t LR A 08 5 4 TRy PR 0 114 1B R 57 i
M BRF, DR ¥ 23 RELRE A2 1) T AR 4 UK X PAHs 1Y) T
WY RE Jy i T oA R (3% 3) o

BT 2, B—Ri A2 [ R X F PAHs A W B
FAEAE W, HRLAR XF T PAHS (¥ W B g ) 5% i 3=
Bt ORI BURE B4 Lo 2% T AR D Y, FLBR AR
PR B R EAEH

3.4 Freundlich W% i 3006 /2 &

b SR 2 56 45 3 Freundlich 25 1 219 28



60 YRR M J5 5 56 D0 20 b TR

2021 4F 6 A

n., K, i 1 35 V- kK R T PAHS MR EE, winT LA
JFH ok J52 75 A 1) SF- 7 B 2R B0 R 40 P9 PAHS 19 % B
o SR T RS X R VT 2R 2 K AR PAHS
SR WLARAE , PR SR AR VLA 1 3R J2 KRS
i) PAHSs ¥ BB R AT S 8 2, A4 SR DL BT 6, S i
5 SR RS2 R DN A 5 SR AE R A TR B A R ) —
ok, MR 22 R, U HORAE 5 om R
DL K 30~40 cm PR BEAL . X AT REJE 7E 30~40 cm K
BEARRE SR A TOC & B A8 (8 2), TOC /55 &
PELL 23 ] GEXT PAHSs 7™ A5 AH AL AH 25 R 80, W T o
Z () PAHSPY; i 76 E 36 5 cm W AT BE 2 b T 2B 0 Y
P shVE A, S0l 52 b 4 S AR T 2 38 285 SR Al o

PAHS/FLT%/(ngg’l)

0 T T T 1

20

J/cm
(%]
[=}
1

*

40

50

—— (SEPR )
—o— (BRI R (H)

60 —

Kl 6 Freundlich 1 % N FTARA XS PAHs W b 1 i 38 i o 07T
R SE B W5 B xof B 1
Fig.6 Comparison of PAHs adsorption by sediments predicted by
the-Freundlich model and the actual adsorption of the Yancheng

tidal flat sediments
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