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Study on Selenium in Soil and Crops in the High Incidence Areas of Keshan Disease
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Abstract: Keshan disease is an unexplained cardiomyopathy. It is traditionally believed that Kes-
han disease is related to the selenium lack or the excess of heavy metals in the soil. A land quality
survey of black soil in the whole Keshan County shows that the content of soil selenium in this ar-
ea is moderate. In the high incidence areas of keshan disease, however, there are selenium-rich
soils and selenium-rich crops, which is contrary to the traditional understanding of the disease.
This study provides new material and directions for further research into the Keshan disease.
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Fig. 1 Keshan disease incidence areas in the country
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Fig. 3 Geological map of Quaternary in Keshan County
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Tab. 1 Characteristics of relevant elements of Shanghuangshan Formation
it H -2 {H rh i B T o 5 22 AL R EL BRE R/AME R o345 2R
Ba 597.95 599. 00 26. 35 0. 04 783.00 502. 00 —
Ge 1. 22 1. 22 0.13 0.11 1.74 0.75 Bz
Se 0. 25 0. 25 0. 04 0. 16 0.41 0. 10 iy
Zn 64. 96 65 7.279 0.112 86. 8 44. 6 iRy
Mn 702.59 692. 00 111.10 0.16 1 635. 00 376. 00 EoyCe
Cd 0. 09 0. 09 0. 02 0.22 0.32 0.03 T
MgO 1. 44 1. 46 0.13 0. 09 1. 68 0.88 B
Na; O 1. 39 1. 39 0.09 0.06 1.74 1.02 =
K,0O 2.43 2.44 0. 08 0.03 2. 84 1.97 BEE
PH 6. 40 6.39 0. 30 0. 04 8.1 5.5
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Tab. 2 Characteristics of related elements in the Xiahuangshan Formation

i H - {H LREDE- T o 5 22 A R AL PN Fe/MAE Xl o345
Ba 571. 06 574.00 26.57 0.05 625. 00 497. 00
Ge 1.17 1. 16 0.12 0.10 1.42 0. 89 =
Se 0. 20 0.21 0. 04 0.18 0.28 0.12 &
Zn 61.00 60. 30 10. 32 0.17 91. 10 33. 60 =
Mn 657. 87 672. 00 73.89 0.11 823.00 495. 00 B
Cd 0. 10 0.09 0.02 0. 24 0.16 0. 05 I
MgO 1. 26 1. 27 0.13 0.10 1.51 0. 96 42
Na; O 1. 35 1. 36 0. 10 0.07 1.57 1.13 =
K,0O 2. 35 2. 36 0.1 0. 04 2.57 2.09 BEE
PH 6.08 6.08 0. 27 0. 04 6. 74 5. 04
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Fig. 4 Geochemical map of surface soil selenium

in Keshan county
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Tab. 3 Element characteristics of high-prone areas

iH F-H{E ARG T o 8 2 A Ak R AL ISP fe/ME Kl o 5 R
B 34. 27 34.96 7.74 0.23 51.02 18. 46 =
Co 15.01 14. 70 2. 44 0.16 21. 80 10. 40 —
Ni 32.13 32.05 2.24 0.07 37.10 25. 70 —
Zn 63. 48 63.35 5.27 0.08 78. 30 48. 20 &
Mo 0.63 0.62 0.11 0.17 1.18 0. 34 &
Cd 0.07 0.08 0.01 0.18 0.14 0. 04 Rl
Mn 785. 42 772. 00 129. 70 0.17 1 136.00 485. 00 i1
Y 96. 66 96. 40 5. 45 0. 06 113. 00 82. 30 ESy
As 12.15 12.10 1.13 0. 09 20. 80 9.17 —
Hg 0.03 0.03 0. 00 0.09 0. 06 0. 00 I
N 2 348. 14 2 348. 50 315.13 0.13 3 078. 00 1 425. 00 =1
Cr 66.18 66. 10 3.10 0. 05 90. 20 53.50 W
Cu 24. 21 24. 20 1.17 0. 05 29. 40 19. 90 BEE

CaO 1.31 1.31 0.12 0. 09 1.91 0.87 &

MgO 1.25 1.25 0.07 0. 06 1. 39 0.87 gy

TFe; 05 5.27 5.28 0.24 0. 05 6. 80 4.33 BEE

Na; O 1.54 1.56 0.12 0.08 1.77 0. 96 Bz

K,O 2.418 2.42 0.071 0. 029 2.56 1.85 A
Ph 5. 80 5.78 0.19 0.03 6.96 5.26 EETidn
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Fig. 7 The variation curve of Se in soil with depth in section 1.2
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Fig. 8 Soil selenium form content map in high-prone areas
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Tab. 4 Table of crop elements in Guangrong Village, Keshan County
RAEY) i E TR Zn Ge Se Cd Cr Pb
NZYMO1 13.0 1.13 0.019 5.22 0. 54 0.03
NZYMO02 12.9 1. 34 0.013 2.45 0.33 0. 04
NZYMO03 12. 8 1. 25 0.014 1. 94 0. 34 0.03
KSNZ01 -1 17. 6 1.98 0.014 2.33 0.12 0.07
KSNZ03 -01 14.7 1.57 0.016 3.26 0.12 0. 10
KSNZ04 -1 10. 6 1.01 0.028 3.28 0.11 0.09
55 S
KSNZ05 -1 20.5 0.4 0.021 2.4 0.12 0.11
KSNZ06 -1 18 0.79 0.026 2.8 0.11 0.17
KSNZ08 -1 17. 6 0.5 0.025 2.68 0.1 0.08
KSNZ010 -1 13 0.99 0.048 3.06 0.11 0.05
SEH 15. 07 1. 10 0.02 2.94 0. 20 0.08
i i& & & i& i& i&
KSNZ05 -3 14.9 0.73 0. 035 4.52 0.1 0. 04
KSNZzZ07 16 3.63 0. 052 3.31 0.1 0. 06
IK RS KSNZ09 18.5 2.0 0.028 3. 27 0.1 0. 06
S i 16. 47 2.12 0.038 3.70 0.10 0.05
i 5T & & ST i & i
NZDDo1 34. 4 1.58 0.043 42.7 0.41 0. 04
NZDD02 34.0 1.45 0.018 28.7 0.42 0.03
NZDDO03 33.8 1. 26 0.031 21.9 0.41 0.03
KSNZ01 -2 39.2 1.93 0.039 20. 1 0.13 0.07
KSNZz02 35.6 1.48 0.043 28.5 0.13 0.09
KSNZ03 -02 34. 4 0. 46 0.038 23.9 0.12 0. 10
K& KSNZ04 -2 47.7 0. 35 0. 057 26.1 0.12 0.05
KSNZ05 -2 43.1 0. 46 0.043 28.1 0.15 0. 14
KSNZ06 -2 42. 4 1.47 0. 06 35.5 0.19 0. 20
KSNZ08 -2 38.9 1.73 0.038 24 0.13 0.05
KSNZ010 -2 37.3 0.55 0.053 29.8 0.13 0.05
S Y {E 38. 25 1. 16 0. 04 28.12 0.21 0.08
i BT i& & i i& i& & rh

E:Cd F ity 1077 R

% 4 AT UL, T L M X T K KR AR S AR R
Zn.Ge.Se i uE F &l . Cd.Cr.Pb ¥R
b @ Ta A S, 3 R E X 3 T 3 A Wl e
JIARH S v IR G 0 A e 22 00 WA RE ) #A Sk
HRRKFE, mEHEK,

HAFEEMW .3 MIEYA TR & Rk
B RS T A R R B 5 KR R R A
H0.038X 1077, g L 1§ ; K K Y Se JC & A X £
ohgEa g, KMo REWEETREY
SN

BEy 1070 CHf e A B S8 4% M) 35, 2005)

SO F R B4 B A I 80 4F I st L Bif ABF5T
Wy v L DX T 28 5 B A AR 20 fiE 4l 70~
90 AFAR A TAE N B AR 5 Ll o X 2E AT 1 R
8 1500 LA T35 o L o 45 0 P R | 1 I 7 6 7 A
Ji B XAy 58 A G0 51 B 2 I 2 2 e 1L
R R A T B O CRE AT 32, 2008) . fH g TR
i P A 2 L IR A ) S L R 2 3% Y
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