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Abstract: As an important source of fertilizer, potash is a decisive strategic resource to ensure safe
production and supply of food. Potash is an abundant resource in the world, however as a large
consumer of potash fertilizer, China is relatively short of potash resources and highly relies on im-
ports from abroad. The international potash supply is monopolized, which may threat China’s
supply security of potash and even China’s food security. Thus, building a diversified internation-

al cooperation pattern of potash trade is an inevitable choice for China’s potash strategy. As a
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concentrated area of global potassium salt, Belarus is rich in potassium salt resources, with a to-
tal reserve of 1. 29 billion tons (KCI equivalent, the same below), accounting for 10% of the
global potassium salt reserves, ranking the third in the world. Belarus is the third largest produc-
er and the second largest exporter of potash fertilizer in the world. In 2020, the production of
potash fertilizer was 11. 71 million tons, and the amount of export was 11. 31 million tons, ac-
counting for 17% of the global production and 21% of the global export. At the same time, it is
also the third largest supplier of China’s potash fertilizer, after Canada and Russia. The potassi-
um salt deposits in Belarus are mainly developed in the Pripyat potassium bearing basin, which
occupies the northwestern part of the Donbas-Pripyat rift system, and the mineralization period is
the late Devonian. At present, many potash deposits such as Starobin, Petrikov and Oktyabrsk
have been discovered, among which Starobin is a world-class giant potash deposit. To date, the
potash deposit in Starobin area are mainly mined, and many other deposits have not been mined
yet,which implies a huge potential of potash resources. As a priority area of cooperation between
China and Belarus, potash resource investment cooperation has important strategic significance
for China’s food security. Although there are some risks and challenges, the overall cooperation
environment is good and has great potential.

Keywords: Belarus;potash resources;development and trade;investment environment;cooperation
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Fig. 1 Distribution of potash-bearing salt basins and potash deposits in Belarus
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Tab. 2 Statistics of potash production/exports in Belarus

Ay (4F) 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

P4 (. KCL) 871 753 671 996 1024 978 1124 1140 1163 1171

H O . KCL) 744 581 544 905 879 903 1019 1047 986 1131
O ) 85 77 81 91 86 92 91 92 85 97

7 R R P T USGS. Mineral Commodity Summaries 2011—2022 5 H 1 5 3048 58 1 T B 2 01 1 % 48 31 2 51 22 (National Statistical
Committee of the Republic of Belarus:https://www. belstat. gov. by/en/) ; It 8 JR 54 0 Ko O &, LB KCL 244,
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Fig. 2 Production and export of potash fertilizer in Belarus
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KCL & (%)

Tab. 3 Statistics of potash fertilizer exports in Belarus
2016 4F 2017 4F 2018 4F 2019 4F 2020 4F
HEaRET O, HEECT O, HEaRET O, HEE/JT HHERECT O,

KCL 5 e (%)

KCL & (%)

KCL & (20

KCL f He (%)

L 145(21) 182(17) 194(21) 180(17) 252(21)
G| 98(14) 123(12) 97(10) 137(13) 171(15)
E i 79(12) 122(11) 85(9) 137(13) 144(12)
1 EE e V4 . 45(7) 64(6) 73(8) 68(7) 69(6)
B! 20(3) 68(6) 59(6) 55(5) 54(5)
3k 7Y I 35(5) 63(6) 57(6) 34(3) 55(5)
o) IIEOAES| 28(4) 43(4) 28(3) 45(4) 40(3)
191 29(4) 37(3) 27(3) 34(3) 37(3)
= 21(3) 31(3) 41(4) 37(4) 27(2)
HoAl % 181(27) 334(31) 285(30) 304(29) 327(28)
it 680(100) 1.067(100) 946(100) 1032(100) 1176(100)

T B A R T I G 1 R 55 B i (hittps://comtrade. un. org) s MR P A AKP I O AT RS R 2 P AR HER G ER S
(National Statistical Committee of the Republic of Belarus) By & % 7 H} 1 4 2086 5 283 AL AT REJ& XU 4t i1 07 30N [] 36 1 A o B AS 52 i

MRS B
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Fig. 3 Belarus’s potash fertilizer exports
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Tab. 4 Statistics of potash trade between China and Belarus
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Fig. 4 Potash trade between China and Belarus
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