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The Application of the Participatory Rural Appraisal Method to the Study of Land Use Change
A Case Study of Yaoledianzi Village in Korqin Sands

on Local Scales

ZHAO Jie ZHAO Shidong
Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research  CAS Beijing 100101

Abstract The research of land use change deals with different spatial-temporal scales and is now developing in the direction of the
regional research. The research of a typical region on local scale is one of the important aspects in land use change. The Participatory
Rural Appraisal PRA is a method with which the researchers can get to know the basic situations of the study area by using informal
interview with the local residents. PRA was used here along with the field measurement applied to study the land use change on vil-
lage scale with Yaoledianzi Village of Korgin Sands as an example. In this study a series of land use maps of different periods were
drawn the land use history of the past 50 years was reconstructed and land use change was analysed by GIS.
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65 3 Table 1 Land use of village Yaoledianzi in 1999
hm? %
100 14.12 1.10
106.65 8.31
947 530.15 41.33
3 457.19 35.64
1748 1931 155.33 12.11
1949 12.09 0.94
Py 7.27 0.57
1999
120.77 hm? 5.025x10° kg
1999
95 250 320 5250 kg hm? 4 875 kg hm?
4 500 kg hm?
3
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Fig.3 Land use change during the period from 1950 to 1999 of village Yaoledianzi
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Fig.4 Land use change statistics in village Yaoledianzi
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