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Geoheritage Taxonomy and Its Application
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Abstract: Geological heritages result from geological processes through millions of years and are hence most
important natural heritages. Researches on geological heritages are main contents of the exploration of the earth
and the investigation of global evolutionary progress and trend. The work in this aspect is therefore of very im-
portant and universal value. The evaluation of geological heritages’ scientific significance within geoparks and the
classification of geological heritages constitute important foundations for planning, development and scientific
research of geoparks. It is obvious that, with the development of geological heritages in regional investigation and
protection planning, old classifications of geological heritages can no longer meet the demands of fast growing
geoparks. Therefore, a new systematic classification is put forward in this paper based on scientific geological
subjects.
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Table 1 Classification system of dominant geoheritage subjects
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Table 2 Main geoheritage type classification for 138 national geoparks in China
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1. Pot-hole formed by water erosion, Lushan, Jiangxi; 2. Volcanic crater, Fengluling, Hainan; 3. Coastal abrasion geomorphy , Dalian,
Liaoning; 4. Overlayed ripple mark, Xingtai, Hebei; 5. Granite peak forest collapse heritage, Taishan, Shandong; 6. Danxia stone peak forest,
Langshan, Hunan





