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Current Situation of Worldwide Rare Earth Resources
Zhang Bo, Ning Yangkun, Cao Fei, Yang Huipeng
(Zhengzhou Institute of Multipurpose Utilization of Mineral Resources, CAGS, Key Laboratory of Evaluation
and Multipurpose Utilization of Polymetallic Ore of Ministry of Land and Resources, Key Laboratory of
Comprehensive Utilization of Gold Resource in Henan Province, Zhengzhou, Henan, China)
Abstract: The rare earth resources are comprehensively applied in all aspects of modern industry because of its
unique physicochemical properties. This paper analyzes the physicochemical properties of rare earth elements
and category of rare earth minerals. Then, the general situation of worldwide rare earth resources is introduced,
which proves that the worldwide rare earth resources distribute in a batch of large-scale rare earth deposits in main
rare earth countries. Moreover, the representative companies and minerals in worldwide rare earth resources are
recommended and the exploitation and application trend of worldwide rare earth resources are analyzed. Through
the investigation of the yield and price with rare earth in the past one hundred years, new rare earth mines and
rare earth yields around the world both markedly increase. As the implement of series rare earth control policies
and the increase of rare earth price, rare earth supply condition which excessive reliance on Chinese production

will change. Meanwhile, the demand of rare earth especially the heavy rare earth will rapidly increase with the
widespread application of rare earth in advanced technique fields.
Keywords: Rare earth resources; Reserves; Yield; Mine; Deposit
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