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Abstract; As the nickel sulfide ore is exhausted, high efficient exploitation of nickel laterite ore,

accounting for 72% of global nickel resources, becomes very urgent. The characteristics and ex-

ploitation status of nickel laterite resources were simply introduced in this article, and the tradition-

al hydrometallurgical processes and development were also described. With the merits of high leac-

hing efficiency, low cost, and less environmental pollution, the high — pressured acid leaching,

heap leaching and bioleaching methods had been considered as the main trend for hydrometallurgi-

cal technology of nickel laterite in the future.
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