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THE CLASSIFICATION SCHEME OF SPELEOTHEMS

ZHU Xue-wen

(Institute of Karst Geology. CAGS ., Guilin. Guangxi 541004 ,China)

Abstract: There is not a systematic classification scheme for speleothems. In order to meet the needs of clas-
sification for speleothem, a classification scheme that fits for the case of speleothems in China is put forth in
this paper according to cave exploration and survey up to-date and the features of rain-water-type karst in our
country. The basis of the scheme is the hydro-dynamics conditions for the formation of stalagmites, and the
major standard is morphology feature. The speleothems are divided into 5 types by the cause of formation.
The 5 types of speleothems are respectively formed by gravitational water deposit, non-gravitational water
deposit, synergetic deposit, overlapping deposit and the homomorphic-heterogenetic deposit. The name and
some characteristics of more than 60 kinds of speleothems in morphologic features that have been discovered
in China are listed in the paper.
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