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Fig.1 Route of the tiankeng tour through Chongqing.
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Fig. 2 View along the floor of the Qinlong Tiankeng,
towards the natural bridge at its western end,

in the Wulong Sanqiao Park.
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Fig. 3 Xiaozhai Tiankeng seen from the southern rim; ‘
the path down the stone steps is obscured by trees and ’
shrubs —it curves round to the right and descends ’ » 400~600m
the steep debris fan inside the lower pit. N N 3 (
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Fig.5 Dashiwei Tiankeng,in the Leye karst, with
N o
some scale given by the road on the right.
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Fig. 6 Huangjing Tiankeng. with its perimeter cliffs
all over 120 m high. ’ A
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THE 2005 TIANKENG INVESTIGATION PROJECT IN CHINA

Tony Waltham

(Nottingham Trent University, UK)

Abstract: A Summary report of the Tiankeng investigation project, hosted by prof. Zhu Xuewen in China in
2005. This included an extremely successful field tour to tiankengs (giant collapse dolines) in the karst of
Chongqing and Guangxi, and an indoor meeting in the karst Research Institute in Guilin when the definition
of a tiankeng was formalized.
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