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Huangjing Tiankeng., Guangxi, seen in a very

Fig. 2 The complete ring of vertical cliffs of
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Fig. 3 The Tiankengs of Dacaokou and Xiacaokou,

separated by a natural bridge, all formed along the

course of the Yijie underground river in Guizhou.
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Fig. 4  Structural interpretation of Xiaozhai Tiankeng, s R
Chongqing, with the observed fractures that may have ini- ,
tiated Tiankeng development over the Difeng cave river
. . . . ’
and beneath a doline between three hills within the feng-
o ’ b

cong karst. The fracture traces are simplified; those along
the cave passages are multiple fracture sets, and the SW-

NE fractures may break into en echelon series.
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Fig.5 Remains of two fengcong karst hills truncated by
expansion of Dashiwei Tiankeng in the Leye karst of ° ’ ’

Guangxi, seen from the flank of a third truncated hill. s
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Tab.1 Comparisons between the various features of erosional and collapse Tiankengs.
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Fig. 7 Comparative profiles of good examples of immature, mature and degraded Tiankengs.
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TIANKENG :DEFINITION AND DESCRIPTION

ZHU Xue-wen'; Tony WALTHAM?

(1. Institute of Karst Geology . Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Guilin, China;2. Nottingham Trent University, UK)

Abstract: A Tiankeng is a type of very large collapse doline that has evolved by roof collapse over a large
cave chamber where a huge mass of breakdown debris has been removed by a substantial cave river. De-
scribed first in China, the term “Tiankeng” is recognised as a useful term within the worldwide lexicon of
karst.
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