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Tab.2 Water supply standard in scenic areas of China
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Tourist carrying capacity in Huangguoshu waterfall resort

WANG Jian!?, PENG Jian®

(1. School of Geagraphy Sciences, Nanjing Normal University, NanjingsJiangsu 210097 ,China;
2. Department of Tourism, Human College, Guizhou University, Guiyang, Guizhou 550025, China;
3. Management School, Central University for Nationality, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract; There usually are unique and beautiful natural and human landscapes in karst area, where tourist
attractions are abundant but eco-environment fragile. How to avoid irreversible damages to local environmen-
tal system and how to maintain the sustainable and healthy development of local economy, society and e-
cosystem is one of the most challenging problems standing in front of karst scenic area. Tourist carrying ca-
pacity is one of important standard to judge whether a scenic resort develops sustainablly or not, which is
significant theoretically and practically. Taking Huangguoshu waterfall resort as a case, and by analyzing the
key limiting factors, the authors studied quantitatively the tourist carrying capacity of the resort. The results
revealed that the tourist spatial carrying capacity is 21 933 persons a day, and tourist ecological carrying ca-
pacity 51 354 persons a day, and tourist economic carrying capacity is 98 716 persons a day. Spatial size is i-
dentified as a key factor limiting the tourist carrying capacity in the study area. On week days, the amount of
arrived tourists is within the carrying capacity, but at weekends, partial over-bearing occurs at Dapubu
scenic area—the major part of the Huangguoshu waterfall resort, and in the so-called golden weeks, such as
Labor Day holiday and National Day holiday, the whole over-bearing problems become serious. Finally, the
authors, aiming at such problems, put forward some countermeasures to address the current tourist carrying
capacity dilemma existing in Huangguoshu waterfall resort, including tourist diffluence, real-time tourist in-
formation release and developing more scenic spots.

Key words: Karst areas; tourist carrying capacity; Huangguoshu waterfall resort; over-carrying



