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Abstract: The tectono-stratigraphic regionalization is a global and strategic work, also the “skeleton” of in-
vestigation and research in all fields of geology and earth science. An integrated regionalization scheme of
the first to third levels of tectono-stratigraphy in South China is proposed in accordance with the development
characteristics of Qingbaikouan-Triassic strata. The principle of regionalization is to find out the unique tecto-
no-stratigraphic characteristics of each unit distinguishing from adjacent units. South China tectono-strati-
graphic regions are divided into 3 first-level units, 6 second-level units and 44 third-level units according to
the tectonic setting and evolutionary history, ocean-continental reconstruction distribution, deep tectonics and
structures, tectonic uplift and depression, stratigraphic sequence and structure, sedimentary facies sequence,

and so on. Then it is revealed that the formation and stratigraphic filling sequence of the prototype basin in
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South China and the tectonic environment controlling the development of the basins are closely related to the

evolution of peripheral ocean basins and the ocean-continental transition.

Key words: Qingbaikouan-Triassic Period; the division of tectono-stratigraphic regions; convergent zone; ac-

cretional zone; South China
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Table 1 The basis of comprehensive division of tectono—stratigraphic regions in South China
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Fig. 3 The deep reflection seismic data image of South China
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Table 3 Comparison of the Yangtze and Cathaysian stratigraphic characteristics along the

Jiangshao—Chenzhou-Qinfang suture zone during the Qingbaikouan to the Silurian (1000-419 Ma)
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Fig. 5 Sketch showing the paleogeographicl locations of South China in the key periods from the
Qingbaikouan to the Early Triassic
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Fig. 7 Sketch showing the Nanhua-Permian tectonic evolution of South China
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