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and Rare Dispersed Mineral Resources in Red Mud Reservoir of Pingguo Bauxite in
Guangxi. South China Geology, 39(3):571-580.

Abstract: Red mud is a solid waste produced in the process of bauxite production, which is rich in in strate-
gic key metals as Zr, Nb, Sc, Ga, REE, etc, a preliminary evaluation of which can provide scientific basis for
the comprehensive utilization of resources. The analysis of red mud in red mud dumps of Pingguo bauxite in
Guangxi shows that the main chemical components of red mud are Fe,Os, Al,Os;, CaO, SiO,, TiO, and Na,O.
Compared with primary bauxite, the content of Li elements is relatively poor, while Be, Zr, Hf, Nb, Ta, Sc,
Ga and REE clements are enriched. Fe, Ti, Zr, Nb, Sc, Ga LREE and HREE content in red mud meet the re-
quirements of resource recovery and utilization. It is estimated that red mud dumps of Pingguo bauxite con-
tains 928.2 ten thousand tons of iron (TFe), 174.3 ten thousand tons of titanium (TiO,), 11.81 ten thousand
tons of zirconium (Zr0O,), 1.71 ten thousand tons of niobium (Nb.Os), 3954 tons of Sc, 1452 tons of Ga, 3.62
ten thousand tons of light rare earth oxides, and 1.67 ten thousand tons of heavy rare earth oxides. The niobi-

um resources of Pingguo bauxite red mud dumps have reached the scale of large deposits, and the scandium
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resources have far exceeded the scale of large deposits.

Key words: bauxite; red mud; rare, dispersed, and rare earth element minerals; Pingguo; Guangxi
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Fig.2 Red mud sampling distribution of Pingguo Bauxite deposit in Guangxi
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Table 1 Analysis results of major elements in the red mud samples of Pingguo Bauxite deposit(wt.% )

5 Si0,  ALO;  Fe,O; FeO Ca0 MgO KO NaO TiO, P,Os MnO %k TFe
I-1 8.87 21.10 34.20 0.947 12.39 0.496 0.078 4.20 5.85 0.140 0.127 10.90  24.68
| ) 8.92 20.88 33.94 0.905 12.47 0.427 0.112 4.60 5.65 0.141 0.124 11.13 24.46
[-3 9.68 20.84 30.63 0.788 13.44 0.345 0.134 4.84 526 0.127 0.099 13.17 22.05
1-4 10.28 20.30 28.49 0.705 15.50 0.483 0.133 471 527 0.155 0.100 13.27 20.49
I-5 9.04 18.24 30.12 1.660 13.28 0.488 0.220 6.13 6.46  0.158 0.120 13.25 22.38
I-6 10.55 19.81 28.91 0.744 15.67 0.444 0.127 4.99 5.60 0.220 0.118 12.08 20.82
1-7 10.44 19.58 28.92 0.840 15.29 0.375 0.130 5.15 542  0.156 0.084 12.94 20.90
-1 9.15 21.96 31.32 0.777 12.22 0.397 0.121 4.82 565 0.151 0.112 12.66 22.53
-2 10.10 18.30 32.02 0.874 14.57 0.396 0.097 4.83 586 0.138 0.101 12.02 23.09
-3 9.99 18.10 32.10 0.792 14.33 0.408 0.128 5.03 5.62 0.148 0.116 12.54 23.09
-4 9.00 19.68 33.84 0.960 13.23 0.479 0.110 4.16 5.69 0.143 0.127 11.91 24.43
Ir-5 9.46 17.85 33.77 1.010 14.23 0.438 0.121 4.28 6.45 0.159 0.138 11.35 24.42
II-6 10.90 18.84 30.83 0.920 15.13 0.406 0.106 4.72 598 0.166 0.105 11.16 22.30
-7 8.73 22.30 33.85 0.886 12.29 0.405 0.103 4.20 5.75 0.146 0.115 10.50 24.38
m-1 11.51 20.20 24.56 0.818 16.28 0.320 0.191 6.42 6.04 0.220 0.103 12.48 17.83
-2 11.01 19.85 27.43 0.734 16.31 0.483 0.123 5.01 592 0.216 0.109 12.05 19.77
m-3 11.36 20.55 22.03 0.728 16.36 0.303 0.244 6.97 6.12 0.224 0.094 14.24 15.99
-4 11.45 19.90 22.52 0.617 16.56 0.408 0.273 6.97 6.07 0.226 0.109 14.15 16.24

SEIAE 10.02 19.90 29.97 0.873 14.42 0.417 0.142 5.11 5.81 0.169 0.111 21.66
3 EETE 19.90 wt.%; CaO &M 12.22 ~ 16.56 wt.%, -3 &

21 Bon, AR R EARE 4 M Fe,0s ALO;
Ca0., SiO;. TiO,. Na,0, it A /> & i FeO, MgO.
K;0.P,0s MnO. T | 1T | I 5 7% Je 22 2R e A i o
Fe,0; & 1} 22.03 ~ 34.20 wt.% , V-3 & i 29.97
wt.% ; ALO; & 4 17.85 ~ 22.30 wt.% , ‘F- 24 &

1 14.42 wt.%; SiO, 7 4 8.73 ~ 11.51 wt.%, V-1
P 10.02 Wt.%; TiO, 5 F 4 5.26 ~ 6.46 wt.%, V-1
T 5.81 Wt.%; Na,O 9t 4.16 ~ 6.97 wt.%, ¥4
TS wt%. | SRR FE SR UR A i Fe.0s ik
28.49 ~ 34.20 wt. %, -3 5 5 30.74 wt.%, 11 5576
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Table 2 Analysis results of trace elements in the red mud samples of Pingguo Bauxite deposit(x10™)

== Cr V Ni Co Bi Li Rb Cs Sr Be Zr  Hf Nb Ta Sc Ga Cd In
[-1 1630 342 81.5 833 336 374 510 128 83.6 622 2780 77.8 382 199 102.0 56.6 3.34 1.34
[2 1700 444 79.8 765 3.30 438 572 139 87.1 613 2700 764 375 17.1 120.0 49.2 337 1.8
[-3 1420 339 724 524 3.02 425 652 140 852 578 2650 73.6 360 21.3 909 60.3 278 1.18
[-4 1510 354 727 51.6 2.88 404 615 1.67 970 6.12 2670 73.8 366 16.6 122.0 66.0 3.23 1.14
[-5 1750 570 89.9 613 3.62 56.0 10.60 1.54 79.6 646 3080 852 437 24.6 1550 46.1 3.36 1.34
[-6 1880 449 77.8 519 2.80 32.1 652 1.61 101.0 6.67 2880 80.9 386 17.7 1450 442 3.64 1.10
[-7 1550 401 77.0 50.1 2.74 364 549 135 949 641 2790 77.0 381 17.0 136.0 43.6 328 1.13
-1 1600 380 742 57.0 3.02 343 470 1.15 959 629 2670 76.0 365 167 729 433 3.10 1.20
M2 1660 320 79.1 61.5 3.36 480 459 145 1250 639 3030 84.8 412 244 157.0 48.8 3.00 1.36
-3 1620 400 740 63.6 3.19 451 644 150 120.0 624 2900 81.0 395 18.7 156.0 46.5 3.18 1.8
-4 1510 362 762 732 335 472 546 144 966 646 2630 748 365 167 138.0 49.8 3.14 131
-5 1680 382 85.1 74.6 3.65 467 524 158 937 688 3060 87.0 412 19.7 163.0 48.1 327 143
-6 1660 376 854 61.6 3.22 484 490 130 90.6 6.54 3090 87.6 421 193 151.0 423 325 1.29
-7 1630 457 759 60.7 332 353 502 125 108.0 7.19 2720 772 376 17.3 755 463 334 121
-1 1830 592 70.8 45.1 255 258 7.3 170 90.6 630 3180 88.4 428 24.8 1450 480 3.81 1.12
M-2 1790 450 75.6 51.6 2.80 309 592 1.55 1040 6.50 3070 87.3 421 23.7 1480 413 3.61 1.14
M-3 1730 504 73.7 49.6 259 273 872 145 938 630 3380 943 466 27.7 138.0 480 398 1.14
M-4 1700 532 69.6 503 241 254 1140 1.81 100.0 6.07 3130 86.8 422 242 157.0 423 3.83 1.07
SEYI(E 1658 425 773 59.8 3.07 391 642 147 97.0 639 2912 81.7 398 204 131.8 484 336 1.23
oS

92 97 47 173 0.16 24 84 49 320 21 193 53 12 09 14 175 0.09 0.056
FREMH
JEia 212.0 633 038 453 201 2335 53.8 273 14.0 355 26.6
SR 1498 452 904 554 422 46.6 8.13 2368 80.5 305. 209 1113 57.8 2.84 151
flf 1064 439 125.0 463 3.59 527 1140 2769 89.1 363 24.7 947 59.0 2.28 1.50
YEPE 1183 426 131.3 51.8 3.94 480 13.15 2308 76.7 302 199 96.7 844 229 141

A F LSS TR {EHE Rudnick and Gao S(2014) ; 5445 246

PETRTRKE N Fe.05 5 1 4 30.83 ~ 33.85 wt.%, ‘K- 1
i 32.53 wt.%, 55 35 U6 % AR Je #F i Fe,Os 1% 12
H22.03 ~27.43 wt.%, P E 2414 wt.%, [ 1T
SRV IE TR YR RE i Fe0s 75 1 55 M5 7 8 J2E AR e
R Fe.Os & w1 T 115 o5 U8 % o R AR
Ca0 . SiO, 7 4 5 AR e FE AR Ve A Ca0 \Si0 7%
I,

RVEHEdh H Fe,05  TiO, 3 S48 i , ARV AR i
B TFe & 10 15.99 ~ 24.68 wt.% , F 2 & &
21.66 wt.% , 7R JERE i TFe -3 & B AL T R k™
WA i A7 (25% ), AR Je A i TiO, -39 & i
(5.81 wt.%) e & T4 20 A FEAED Tl f A7 (1.5%)
(7 B8 Tl SR F W2 25 ,2020) 6

(2012) ; 5 FELR B PG4 = 2555 (2016).

32 HAMBHITE

2 fE 3a @, 110 S IR1EZERTR
FES B A W EC K Li.Rb. Cs. Sr.Be . Zr Hf
Nb.Ta.Sc.Ga.Cd.In 7 & 2= SR, AR et ih
A WEOTR S S Lo B U E AR L RRE A
{1, Be.Zr Hf Nb.Ta .Sc .Cd.InJLEK % & tb i
2k = 3%, Zr JHf Nb. Ta .Cd . In TR &1 5
ST R AR s 10~45 R TR RE S LIt E o
H25.4%10° ~ 56.0x10°, F-F4) 5 7391 10° 5 ARYeAE
M Rb IR & 4.59%10° ~ 11.40x10°, F-2 & HE
6.42x10° ; FRIEFESL Cs L E F RN 1.15%10° ~
1.81x10°, SE-44 & i 1.47x10° 5 FRIBAE S StOLE &
HoN79.6x10° ~ 125.0x10°, P2 &5 5 97.0x10° ; 7
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Table 3 Analysis results of rare earth elements in the red mud samples(x10~°)
B35 La Ce¢ Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy Ho Er Tm Yb Lu Y LREE HREE YREE
[-1 258 568 309 107.0 24.6 5.13 29.7 6.00 442 9.24 26.5 5.09 36.0 529 239 993.63 401.02 1394.65
[-2 253 555 29.2 101.0 23.5 487 29.0 584 432 9.25 264 499 355 530 251 966.57 41048 1377.05
[-3 219 557 258 889 19.8 4.09 26.0 5.06 38.5 8.55 249 4.64 32.5 4.84 258 914.59 40299 1317.58
[-4 258 549 302 102.0 21.9 4.54 28.1 557 424 9.56 27.7 521 36.0 529 284 965.64 443.83 1409.47
[-5 270 564 329 116.0 26.1 534 31.6 6.68 51.6 11.40 33.6 6.46 45.5 6.64 300 1014.34 49348 1507.82
[-6 319 590 37.9 130.0 26.5 533 33.0 6.65 50.5 11.10 32.9 6.20 42.6 6.32 314 1108.73 503.27 1612.00
[-7 301 610 356 121.0 25.7 5.07 31.1 597 443 9.72 282 530 37.1 5.52 263 109837 430.21 1528.58
M-1 235 503 27.6 94.8 21.3 442 26.6 545 404 888 25.8 4.86 33.7 5.00 240 886.12 390.69 1276.81
-2 258 629 29.7 101.0 22.8 4.69 29.7 593 44.6 9.82 29.0 543 37.8 5.64 276 1045.19 443.92 1489.11
M-3 256 613 29.8 102.0 224 4.63 29.0 574 432 9.53 27.6 5.19 36.2 536 282 1027.83 443.82 1471.65
M-4 244 538 29.0 100.0 22.9 4.72 282 5.68 423 9.11 26.5 5.00 35.1 5.18 251 938.62 408.07 1346.69
-5 255 572 30.8 109.0 25.3 528 312 6.40 48.5 10.50 30.7 598 42.0 6.17 285 997.38 466.45 1463.83
-6 333 704 39.1 132.0 28.7 5.78 34.6 6.83 50.8 10.90 31.3 597 423 6.21 290 1242.58 47891 1721.49
-7 264 545 304 104.0 23.6 4.89 293 597 450 9.76 28.1 534 37.0 548 266 971.89 431.95 1403.84
-1 312 584 354 120.0 25.5 522 32.0 6.63 52.0 11.80 34.6 6.55 45.1 6.66 334 1082.12 529.34 1611.46
IM-2 325 587 385 128.0 262 537 333 6.71 51.7 11.40 33.7 6.42 439 6.45 324 1110.07 517.58 1627.65
-3 333 594 38.6 129.0 279 5.69 346 7.40 56.7 12.50 36.2 6.84 47.6 7.06 337 1128.19 5459 1674.09
M-4 303 565 349 116.0 243 4.88 303 6.14 48.8 11.00 32.5 6.25 43.6 6.42 320 1048.08 505.01 1553.09
SEHEIME 278 579 32.6 111.2 244 5.00 304 6.15 46.6 10.22 29.8 5.65 39.4 582 284 1030.00 458.16 1488.16
lot: 107
31 63 7.1 27 47 1 4 07 39 08 23 03 2 031 21
FREAH
BT 110 290 17.5 512 88 1.64 9.6 205 143 289 84 153 9.7 142 82 48034 131.71 612.10
SR 212 442 314 1099 24.1 5.00 29.6 626 47.1 10.26 29.0 526 34.0 5.52 232 824.60 39895 1223.56
B 207 502 39.1 138.0 28.8 5.01 303 6.31 47.0 10.18 289 5.34 345 564 246 919.86 414.05 1333.91
WP 165 455 312 109.1 24.0 4.40 26.1 549 40.8 891 259 482 31.6 5.13 197 78887 34516 1134.03
s A F FE(HE Rudnick and Gao S(2014) ; JEHT i 45 15575 (2012) 5 P28 FBLR SV 74875 (2016).

JFEN Be LR SN 5.78%10° ~ 7.19x10°, F-44
1 6.39%10°; AR AL Zr LR & 7 2630x10° ~
3380 10°, -1 5 F 2912x 10°; R FE M HE L E &
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10°, P45 55 20.4x 10 JRIBH Sc LB & 70N 72.9%
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% NbICREHE N 14615, Ta L= B 40 1.46 15, Sc
JCREEN 37245, Ga LR BN 1.821%.
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R AEAL PR UKy 84.2x10°.7.02x10°, 1.56 % 10,
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Fig. 3 Diagrams of variation for trace elements (a)and rare earth elements (b)in red mud relative to the upper crust abundance
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Fig.4 Diagrams of average content for trace elements (a)and rare earth elements (b) in red mud relative to raw ore
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