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Abstract: As a significant component of Gondwanaland, the South China Block holds a crucial role in recon-
structing the paleogeographic framework of the supercontinent. In this study, we have compiled and com-
pared lithostratigraphic, geochronological, and geochemical data from Cryogenian-Ordovician clastic sedi-
mentary rocks across multiple sub-basins within the Cathaysia Block, situated in the southeastern portion of

the South China Block. The abundance of siliceous and conglomeratic rocks, along with local unconformities
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in certain layers, suggests a proximal deposition during the late Cryogenian, followed by a late Ediacaran
transgression and middle Cambrian uplift. Australia and India were the primary sources of zircons in the early
(1300 ~ 1000 Ma) and late Grenvillian (1000 ~ 900 Ma) age, respectively, while detritus from East Antarctica
contributed to a lesser extent. Notably, India served as a prolonged source terrane for the Cryogenian-Ordovi-
cian basin in the Cathaysia Block, whereas western Australia shifted from being a major to a secondary sedi-
ment supplier during the late Ediacaran. Intrinsic 850 ~ 700 Ma magmatic rocks that were exposed during the
middle Cambrian uplift of the Cathaysia Block, in response to the far-field stress effects of the external tecton-
ic movement, contributed as one of the provenances. Thus, the Cathaysia Block was inferred to be located in
the northern margin of Eastern Gondwana during the late Neoproterozoic-early Paleozoic and had persistent
connections with India and Australia, adjacent to East Antarctica. During the Gondwana assembly, the forma-
tion, uplift, and exhumation of the Pan-African orogenic belts in India and Australia influenced the prove-
nance variations of sedimentary basins in the Cathaysia Block.

Key words: Sedimentary provenance; Detrital zircon; Late Neoproterozoic-carly Paleozoic; Cathaysia

Block; Gondwana supercontinent
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TE T FEV SAGSRAE T AR P K AETR A DO A
IR IEFEl W 2 AR S A B 2o o () 0 DX Jal o o] A
WERE, 20165 VPG4 HuJoa 7™ s - % Jmy,2017) 6

RESUET 2 H 8E T AR S Rl ) 5 Ry
2, DL 2 ml - EE 2R B R A
AN R T P A (1] 2) Tk B (A ) 0
W, AR B Je s i e s, iy ib i lie 5 55
FaR Ak ke AWy RO DO N IR AS 28 S (EPAN /B
iR A AR B B & A — U, K AR
JEE SR B R (2R R 4545 1 201752020) o 33X SE T A
FELFE R 2 T T 7 LB, FE R 51
WK, s R-pER A R R T
BETHRR R (e A2 b T R A W e, 20165
e Xl 9 A S B L 20165 VT PG 45 Hb BB 7 1)
BH KR, 2017 ) 2R HUS R A e, 2017 ) o

HErd AL P 2 A JE G I AT
FERA (7 I SR A 5T B, 20165 VLPE4S
S A 7 B AR TR R, 20175 1 A4S 48 H 5 9 A s
2017) o 1 P4 7 b FE R T BEIRIRE AT I B kb
H T 4250505 AN —2, 5 A 7 rp =
i JZ R LA Ay TR (i 82 7 b I A F 5 B
2016) B PGILARR HuX T 98G5 P RS 2 (] 2
A TAEE G i, ThIER G S A b 1]
AR R AR S A RO DA () 8 T A e
2017) o BLAN, P e 7 i FE sl S BRI A X
WAL, F-rh FER T 2RI R 5 R AT
FEHE)Z M AR G ) PHAR B, FR /s i AR AR A
BT (VPG M P B A T Kk R, 2017) o R BE R
VY T 1 DX o 98 G A R T TR B O 5
2011) FE B PG K HLIX, PG H T o AR
HLL AP S fi/D , $5 /R LA ST FH IR /K 2 )
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1R 18 A 2, T v FE e UAR T i Rl o0
KB A8 /NIRRT DO PRk 7E 3B A AN 45
JE B BRI -SRI (BN 2018) JHE 2R 733
rh TR B TR RLEE R AR 1] PEAE A F P
[ RSN, & AR ORI Jr Il (8 R () 0 X Sl b
VAT, 2016) SFEARAEIS L b IX Hh FE R SE
HED A YA B2 AR TR AR A 4L,
H R R AR s B i, 2R AR SRR
P AR AR AR (B Jp . 2016) 454
S TE S AL A 5 2 TR, T DA A 5 i
Hte rh FE R 32 81— AL 3 SR A

G SN Ry B B A B e G-t 2k
AL T b 3 BRI HA IS Tl 2 T A 5%
BT PR (Shu L S et al., 2014) 55 58
At AR A ZE b SRR G S T R Tz
O X3l T R A ST e, 2016 5 V175 4 b 5™
P KR, 20175 AR AR ML R A G, 2017) L 48
N FER IR F AR RAR DT R fb . AR AR
5Bt He v FE iR G0 AN A 1 H R SR BT ki e
BB 44 T E A e, 2017) (B HL AT BERS 7R R
B DX A 4 T o A AR B il R R A b X B 1 R -
BB 2R 22 ] A A Hz il BTN © SR A Ry i X
SR AT R T R (490 ~ 480 Ma) , 3 Ky ma #R v
i 1 IR T 3 S 2R RN B P 2R 2 [R] (1) JRy AN 4
4 (Wang W and Zhou M F, 2013; Xu Y J et al.,
2014; Yao W H and Li Z X,2016) , HIlt., JH#F L 88
AL FHRMATESR AT DIE AL i R A e B A
B GH AR IEFE R LT T RIS A, Qs TN
AR R (Li L M et al.,2017) JRHEVEH (7K 24
SEL2010) AR B A S5k VR A AR 9 AR AR
(Chen C H et al.,2018) . 3X A GE/& XT3k H 18 K.
PG o S AL i = 7 g S R e ] 45 2R 1%
{HAE A F . FE A Amadeus T Officer 730 4 F--
€ b )22 22 (1A A BE AN B 45 i (Yao W H et
al., 2018) i H FER AL 18 P AR A5 0 AR B 1)
PUAIES , R IR Y # AR AR
FATRATA TG A Th B S BRID o X P i
FEAR I 32 TS A AL R LA 1 L
FH T B0TE R F R B P 25 2 B DT Ak B 1 DX 1 £y
JEAREAS B A A S p A TN, R AR

SNBSS R A I (Xu Y Tetal., 2014),
3 A E TR G R AL

3.1 EE MK YIRS AT

VORI R, fe 2= XL 53k s I 28
TR PR A T 2 U TR 1 Mo BR AL~ R AE
fii L ANRE S e (B D IR S, DRI X B
FRIEA T PEAN o 8 1 b 22 B3 22 SR AL ICV ([Fe,05+
K,O+Na,0+CaO+MgO+TiO,)/ALOs, Ak 4) y JBE /K
i) LAk S AR F8 K CIA (ALOS/[ALOs+CaO*+
Na,0+K.0], ALYy JEE R 7 i, CaO* A INBRA Y
B R 6 5 19 CaO L) , AT LA Js e P41 0 T Ak 2
IRARAE X TR By 1 BR Ak 27 SRR AIE 1) 52 0 (Nesbitt
and Young, 1982 ; Wang W and Zhou M F,2013) AE
A-CN-K = A (1] 3a) w1 VG N e 2 ith 2 500kE
Al TR 08 23 DA A LR B DN S 1 T AU A b e 34k
O3 AR AR LA R R R A s AE DT AR R
25 1Ak 22 RAR A 355 o SR T, B8 7 b 22 250k
T A-K oA, 4878 BUA TS B ASAAE B 52
1E CIA-ICV H J & (5] 3b) v, Z2 %008 b 2 ke 5
i1/ o) P S R AR A ICV E > 1, CIA{H &
FIE R AGRKFN DU, F8 7R B8R 1) FHE PR A4
22 AL AE FHS2 0 . Al Fe . Ti \ Th.Sc.Co Al La 5|
IR TR AEDIR S B P BRI A 7 R e , 21k
2 XA I SE AR, 38 FH T B Bl 5 A Bk Ak 27
= H Xue E K et al. (2021) HEBR T K A7 ki
A A SR 43 ) A B s vk a0 - LR
HUTBUE A R T E s R L, JEE BT &R
AN TG ER 45 5 AT DA I e o rh Z€ s i
i FE R K LSRR A AT AR Y H BRAb 2 R
(E4) o v FE R FTRE 5 1Y 100x TiO/ALOs £ 100
Fe,0,"/ALO; FU{H , UL J Eu/Eu* Fll Sc/Th (B % /& , vl
REA K AT i 1 s IR A (4] 4a) BT
B, b g8 sl A 98 R e LS AR A
100 x TiO»/AL,Os, 100 x Fe,05 "/ALO;, Eu/Eu*, Sc/Th
FL AT S (B 4) , Ui A IR A T ool i
e B A AL (€] 4b de 4d) AEZR X LA
AR Can ) S PG R A ER B AT ) B A KB
BT RS MRBUR AR KL 5 FNE R, AT LA e
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B0 N e b X FE R RS A AR R b2
30 (1 8 A i) G e DX R A R BH I 4
PR R 26 (5 4) ek FEE TR B a2k £
A5 5 bR AU TR XA B8 4 1) 43 28 7 42 (Roser and
Korsch, 1988) i1, KR/ s W5 R & 2 A e o iy
DUBREr , sk i 7 b € HEAE i D AR 0 o 2k
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Fig. 5 Major element discrimination function diagram for

sedimentary provenance
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1.426xK,0-6.861 ; P1—H:E A FIAL D A A HEE PRI, #5788
JREBA T By IUH 55 P2— R PSS E IR X, 45 7 B 5 BRI
RIBEB KB 3K NS 55 P3—F R ERTE 22 A IR X, 4678 B
PRI 2R R I Bl e e 0 55 55 5 PA— R R A0 B BT L AR
WIRIX, $8 78 WSl It 2 A e i AR 55

3.2 BEHEAWIRS
3.2.1 TR S 295

G54 T R AR 59 AFE G 0 T B A AR IS B
i, A5 T A gn ok A 8 AN A A2 (-
M ALK, R R, - FE R, L
Wit ) Rt 22 21 ¢ T 5 A A Y 55 (1] 6a . 6b L 6c
6d) o B2 o HEASBH AR IS R, UL 3] — 2 2 %2
AERBEH AN A= . (1) 1300 ~ 1000 Ma = B4E

B TFELH AN 1000 ~ 900 Ma YR ERELLL 4 6b(1) (6¢(1)-
(2).6d(1)-(4)7;(2)1000 ~ 900 Ma [1] FBLAERA L ,
£ 1300 ~ 1000 Ma F1650 ~ 500 Ma A7 BAERARE
2H (% 6a.6b(2)-(3) .6b(5)-(6) .6c(3) .6c(5)-(6) .6d
(5)-(6)13(3)850 ~ 700 Ma [ T SLAE WA BEA , H1-A
1000 ~ 900 Ma IR EAEISHELL (14 6b(4) (6c(4) I,
H:rF 1300 ~ 1000 Ma F1 1000 ~ 900 Ma 4F#3 #2043
S5 A AROR R H 2 13z B U R B B B
850 ~ 700 Ma A4 S A p AR B B L) B P A
B FAAT 5 T 650 ~ 500 Ma 4E I ELH 512 AR
1 s s 5 (Xiong C et al.,2019) JHEZH (1)U H
PAEFCH A Z T B4 () IR g Fr b
b FER G MR () BN WL, T2 A AR
FRFE S R L ASTRIRE B TE] > 1300 Ma FRRETE 85 41 4 i
TR SRR, AT AR i TS B ROR 1 T
I ARG, TE B AE A N I SE T TR T A T
ASJE T S 300 75 SR B ME LA MER AL PR FRE Y
SO, A G T IR ) B 5 D48 AR X ()
25 Tt A D30 TR R X
3.2.2 T B RPN TR IR S Py i

ZRG T A R B A% PR R AR 1 Y
JE A L S A R R A R A
TE—2E£ 1000 ~ 900 Ma [y 73 A  (H 22 AR /D,
NI SR RS (Xia Vet al.,2018) 31X
B A ARAE A R Z2 4 1000 ~ 900 Ma, T TR A &
A KA 1300 ~ 1100 Ma B85 7 o PRI se 2 A4 R
B I AT BB AN AN T A AR TR R
i H A TE IR AN PE L &R (Xia Y et al.,2018) , i 2 )
KT 1) A ALV ) (5] 6e-m  6q-s) , 38 78 9 1
TEAR )7 (AR AL) (Wang Y T et al.,2010; Shu L
Setal.,2014;Xue E K et al.,2021) . [R]1 3, A WA A
k4% ¥ il e ] B 2 A SR i P I
1990 FZ 15 45 55, 1999) , SR 4B B Ao 4 5 i
Hpg a5 (AR 5 67) , 1000 ~ 900 Ma [ 25 44 AH Xif
/0 PR S A B B ez B S D X1 m e s
R (Xu Y Jetal,2013) 28 Tk, Hepg e/t
1000 ~ 900 Ma A4 (R 5 b 7 a1t F= 2L TR
TR AT BEPERAG

IR R AR AT Be ROk A AN IR
DX A AR R A A A BB T | 1 an 2R IX) BLan L
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Fig. 6 Detrital zircon age spectra and paleocurrent data of late Neoproterozoic-early Paleozoic successions

of different sub-basins in the Cathaysia Block
BOBAR T A Xue E K etal.(2021) ; FUBVH MBS A X AR (1994)




404 2 W T A AR T - R A AR A AR S A R R X ECA R AR R L 223

2% 0 I KR I VG 3 L A e AU RN B BE AR (Yu T H
et al., 2008; Xu Y J et al., 2013; Yao W H et al.,
2014;Qi L etal.,2018; Wang K X et al.,2018; Wang
Wetal.,,2018,2021;Xue E K etal.,2019;Yang Z Y
and Jiang S Y, 2019) . 1300 ~ 1000 Ma F1 1000 ~
900 Ma 4 % 1 1 i B A 7230 B i B b ok (B
2 CHITH T RER ARG - F AR P A, L F5 R
| \P 75 355 i) Albany-Fraser Belt-Musgrave & 111 T
(1300 ~ 1050 Ma) 1 75 Fg A% ¥ 9 Windmill Is-
lands-Bunger 111 (1300 ~ 1050 Ma) . Ifij J5 #& RJ GE>
H %< 75 #% M i) North Prince Charles 111 (990 ~ 950
Ma) FIE[ B BB % 2% 5 1k 111 (990 ~ 950 Ma) ( Fitzsi-
mons,2000;Boger et al.,2001 ; Daczko et al.,2018) ,
PUIEIE R R AR A2 R HAT 29 950 Ma (4%
B UM, 2R IH A X EL AN % 30 o3 i b 55 A2 52 i
Helr] 42232 % B BN BB P s AR (151 7a) o ThoT
AL (£ 1600 ~ 1400 Ma) F % Ji8 55 41 15 45 15
L [T AVE SR e Y AW v = e abi A5 WS KA i
AERS I (5] 7d) , HAERE itk (1] 6a-d ) R A
IV PR B I (1] 7e) o IR IE, AR RN X 1R B
el R TR AR 1S %) A 2 R X R R S RT3 A1
TR i s A HLE R A5 3R AR AT R S M 8 A 52 i
H 1300 ~ 1000 Ma 5 41 Hewe(2) 1E L SRAEL T (5 EL A1)
KECHTE (E]8), 5 WK PEHE 1300 ~ 1000 Ma
BRI T 1000 ~ 900 Ma 8541 i ew(OHE K Z N
TUE (5] 8a 8¢ . 8d) , R = R AE AR R A
1000 ~ 900 Ma #5471 i £ (1) FEAE— 2, {15 KA
SV VG FR A s A B S AT AL, 1300 ~ 1000 Ma 1Y
AEWSTHEZH A AT RESR A ORI PSR, A 2 25 R
M (Xue E K et al.,2019),
3.2.3 fe it N FERTTUR R S P
rh2E R 48 b K4 850 ~ 700 Ma ALY A fig
ok B e B e ng 2 38 1l # X (Xue E K et al.,
2019) o HIf ABFFEHEDN 850 ~ 700 Ma fitt 5 4% 41 > I
FEREE (YuJ H et al.,2008) 8K , B0 i ARG
HELAAE B RV R e R Ll A = v
F S AT, 76BN AR AL AS B (2 (%] 72 7b  Tc;
Wang W et al.,2019) Al Z T, 205 111 Hb X B 5T
TG AR TR B 2 W JE 45 4 L 850 ~ 700 Ma 4%
HEL A B (] 76) o a2 R e : (DR

Wi X2 s A o oo AU S (LW X et
al.,2005; L1 Z X et al.,2010; Wan Y S et al.,2007;
Chen C H et al., 2018; Yang Z Y and Jiang S Y,
2019); (2) HFERGAE IR BT 1) LT R M Z AR
TOHL B R B TG, H 850 ~ 700 Ma 5 47 i 53 A%
T HAh A 85 47 (Xue E K et al., 2019) ; (3)850 ~
700 Ma 5 7 e () B LT 22358k (B (1] 8b . 8c)
5 DX e AR TR H 850 ~ 700 Ma
PR IB B A — 30 T 2R TRUE dht oot AR e
A1 S BB (] 6b4 6¢4) , 3X & e IR AL
AT BB B AR 1) 55 )2 I 5, 0 U D 2 5 e o ol
BCHEJE At et AR S HAR S R A R
AR MUE A, R AR E R R ARTTRTEE
1 (Yu J H et al.,2009) 40, T i A A F
e R BB AL, R 25 i A<k (18] 1) o i FE R
2 T KO ) B AR Ty ARG Dy ) (L 6) iy
JUHT AR JE TC e GE 2 TP e 7 A 7t
3.2.4 YU I 25 AR AR ARAIE

JLF B AR 2135 HA 1000 ~ 900 Ma 1) 3 22
AR A (4] 6a .6b 6c.6d) , F5 7R /b — 2L [F Y
YIRS LA, BIr A 47 3% 1 #8 Bk /> 24 2000 Ma, 700 ~
650 Ma, 1300 Ma L4 & 2500 Ma [t %% 41 (4] 6a . 6b .
6¢.6d), [AIFEFR /R EATTZ ] AR AU o 1 10 VE
Ti) B T K 7 1] (1] 6e-m, 6s-q) , HLiIF B 4 5 it e
HHEZDL—TREMANY I (Wang Y J et al.,
2010;Shu L S et al.,2014;Xue E K et al.,2021), 1
AN [) DX 353 R 2 ) e A o P i 2 5 1 g s ply L
i Z2 A~ W 15 e Hodr A UTRR W e G AR A S 8k
1300 ~ 1000 Ma . 1000 ~ 900 Ma 850 ~ 700 Ma #il
650 ~ 500 Ma 4= i F 21 55 A [R) f4) 44 3 14 Fn 4 D
A BN L BIE 3R =R [RIAE RS T ZH R 40 Al
1 (5] 62 6b 6¢ . 6d) LA BT AT B BE, BR T
1000 ~ 900 Ma FJ LR F1 , FABAR I DR (%) fa
ANHAmZE FR2ES

WA P 3 2 A OB /R R TR Y =2k
U5 2 — , 2/ AE K 20 B R R4 Qb o A% ARORL
JRFH (1300 ~ 1000 Ma) 4F % 7 41 7687 0t G s
JE Ol A ) B S AR MR R R e b TR
BEARRR Y M2 5 FE AR (5] 6a . 6b 6c . 6d) BRI
Tl RPLEEIETE T2 43 A B RE A PT RE S i
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K etal.(2021)

A S FE Th/Sc-Zr/Sc ) 51 [ rh 30 B B i i A
BB (Xue E K etal., 2021) L5 AR B AR
I EB IR R, RIER T 5 A TR A
P G A A B AR S i — A R
FEITEC 12 AR T B AR T S AR TR AL & b
A AEATE SR AT DABETR, L i DA i e ot A G 31
AR RE FbaS e H R A R e R A
(¥ 6a.6b.6¢.6d),

TR P4 | S LG = AN b i e et R s i
H1)Z 9, 1300 ~ 1000 Ma 4 5 45 A1 HL 2 5 R R4
PR Ch ) B0 (49, HF FRReE A o B
BLE 6b(2) 6¢(2) 6d(4) ], I AT LAHERT, K B 1
AN PG R S AT R 3 o e B ki ) AR R s AR
AT A F o H FE R T R AR A AN PR3 i
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(2).6b(4) .6¢(4) ] 10 P4 A A HhFE R tH 1 245
AGERAIE SR, 0 FE R0 5 TR M Bk fb 2= R AE 22
SEANE L ([ 4) DR UL, ) 7 AR 2 R A 2 b 1T B
Z RN TE M R 55 o % F R TE 5 i 2 R B
1, ELITCRRAH S Afr 2 B A2 B el DA i B i) ) 3= 6 Ak
TS0 DL (X 52 R A R0 L 19945 Shu L S et
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Fig. 9 Simplified temporal and spatial evolution models showing Neoproterozoic to Paleozoic
paleoposition and tectonics of the South China Block
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