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Abstract: With the rapid rise of the new energy industry, the strategic value of cobalt has continued to increase.
At the same time, the potential ecological risks of cobalt have gradually received attention. China Geochemical
Baseline Program (CGB) has established geochemical baselines for cobalt, which provides a quantitative
reference scale for resource evaluation and the establishment of environmental baselines. The cobalt baseline of
rocks in China is 6.4x10°%, and the background value is 9.3x10°°, which is close to the abundance of China’s
exposed crust. The baselines of cobalt in the surface and deep layers of China’s catchment sediment/alluvial soil
are 10.99x107% and 10.62x107%, respectively, which are slightly higher than the baselines of other continents
(countries) and slightly lower than the baselines obtained by the “Regional Geochemistry National Reconnaissance
Program”. The baseline of cobalt in sediments/soils of rocks and catchment waters is mainly controlled by
geological background. In areas where chemical weathering is strong and carbonate rocks are well developed,
secondary enrichment can also be an important impact on cobalt baselines in catchment sediment/alluvial soil.

Key words: cobalt; geochemical baselines; rocks; catchment sediment; alluvial soil

A ERE SRR FBIEHERALE A RR” (S5 2016YFC0600600), EHET “IREBIRM LA 5" (45 Sino-
Probe-04)H1H [ 1y 5T 4 2 Ry SR & I H - b2 R IEME ST ETEMN” (95 DD20190450)8k A BT Bl

WA H 3Y3: 2020-08-19; &l H #: 2020-09-21; M4 % H#1: 2020-10-16, STE44E: BARZE.

W—AEE T XA, 53,1985 A 0T A . B2 AT A IE sk Ak A IR F 5T - Sl iRHAE: 065000, Vfdb44 EEYs i 4 6 84 5,
E-mail: dopsonliu@sina.com,

FEIAAEH: FoR, B, 1963 4E4E, {4, BF5Eh. KYIASEBIA MBRILAAT5T . @ iRHbE: 065000, W[db48 DT 461 84 5

E-mail: wangxueqiu@igge.cn,



808 o OER

EE

Ht—

Biog—mok e SEtEmEtEe)R, BAm
S5 s RIRRUE PR R AP A, AT T4 3 R st R T
G4, [FIEFEL AP JCER (U.S. Geological
Survey, 2011), HH7ERZS . EIBT . 525 FHT RE IR <0
SR F B Z RN o R AR B A R R
PR A T e 2 ki, i 3l Blir i i skt
TR, AT 51 R 42 3K Rl A% Bl 58 U8 5 oK 2
W o AR = oo EAR A B Z —, Y AR
B b B, AR RO O AR E P, T HR
APEFE B, B EPCE Y 21 AT
(FRBRI, 2018) TEHE &A1Y A2 07 B A A
(2016—2020 4F) ) Hr, BB RBESIA 24 Fi g P17
FEHE S AR | R S A OGBS B H SR
(European Commission, 2014, 2017; U. S. Geological
Survey, 2017),

o R A AR — OB T 2, HAR IR R B =,

F RTER A i i 4Bk 1.1%, 90% LA F 4k VR 5K it
Mo 2012 4ELISR, A BE IR X AMIAEE | R
AR v RE A 1T ] 2 B0 AU 347 38 3 s T 0 (A
i dh, 2019). 74 HI 5 5 FEEME] . BUA R HE K
W BRFREE T, A ke v [ A0 T L 1 22 4 [m] 20 AN
(3

BhBR TAE N — R B B BEUR, e —Fh A
AR AR . VR 04N e 2 AR P 1Y
KK B (Aery and Jagetiya, 2002), HAS[]HJE )
PN R A PN SO K /SO v I | 1 - & E ey
. MR T KB D RE (P T, 2019) Bt —
T e & S AR ), 2ok 5 Al iR AR S AT R B
ORI, F: 2 J6AE (Jensen et al., 1990; Sauni
etal., 2010),

A LA G AN AN B B A Y TR PE, S
WatyE K, R SR g, B B Y ek
B NAR, AT BEXT N2 fdt i i v 7E 15 (B
W, 2019). AESE N R R IE FZE R R b |
FERRBAA N T REAE LR Bk RO R R S
B, 5. ok, &, S E S m AL, i dx)
B AR IR AN AL o (B BE A T AR T 7Y

PR T, Nl 5 Qe U5 T g A A EE R AL,

P M5 R A T e ) B R JH At ke XU 1) i 2 285 |
LA SR MR AL 2 R A FE AL, 2019; Bk
B, 2020).

T X} U5 e s R R B AR AL A B K, B D g
LR . A E R SCH 2 E bR R A 2
=] b 3R Ak 2 K b2 — BOA Ry e 2 K — B E R
SR Al b 3K Ak A UL B8 i A S i e B U PR
PE MY 1 R s R, M BR fk 2% & ME (Geochemical
Baselines)iX — ;& )i iz 177 4= (Darnley, 1995; F 2

SKAE, 2016), HuBRb2ESE R4S 7 3 55 2K Hb
fh2E LM, RERMHE RE M F TR LA S
Yy 1 0 L (RN 2 [R] 43 A i R Ab 2= B e, T
i B AR A 5 R Bk S R R, Hh
TRV . PRBESLMERE . T R s AL AT
MRk R AR T S PR R(E 253K, 2012; F
2R 4R 20205 AR, 2020),

r [ 3 BR A 2 B E TR (CGB), A i TR AR I
LI 2 —(FEW SCRZEERE, 2009), T 2008 4E )3 5h,
2014 4E5¢ MR AL TAE(Wang et al., 2015), %it&I H
S 7 E KR 81 WARAR(EE 76 DITER)HERTL
SEOEUEE, KR IO R T I SR % W Tk,
A v G TR R O 179 b R b A 3 v B (2R
42016).

1 FEER

1.1 REFEAZE

4> Bk M K b 2% 3L E M A% (GRN) BT R
160 kmx160 km (Darnley, 1995), H [l it 5k 1 27 3t
HEPI RS 2 W B R BR AR R 73 4 ASF S, A~
RA% /N A 80 kmx80 km, 45N WIS Hh ik 2~4 4
TEAKIR B R o PR IXCORAEZ F JEITA y
SAAMPTRRY, L XCRAE I KT, VDR XK
ARG MUY, B D DX OR A 25 1 W (0t ) B
FE il (Wang et al., 2015), 4= [E 52 5% 3 382 A~k 5k
KHAE, B mAL A R AR R ZRE SRR E A G, R
ERE ST RO S s sg ], TEERE TR
FKHARMTE 5. RIZHENRA 0~25 om HEE, K
JERERCR B 100 em RELLT, HERER 6 617 14
(E23R A, 2016) SRR A AR5
12 000 4314
1.2 ZWESWAHESREEH

FE S 20 T AR AE b ) b 5 R 2 B b ek 47 B
Hb 3R A 27 S A I T 43 BT AR 52 Hh 0 5E . FRE
0.25 g #:dh F 10 mL HF, 5 mL HNO;, 2 mL HCIO,
Hff, 2 HCIO, BR, 3R 8 mL F/KIERIG,
225 mL RO ED, @5ES. 2801 mL &
THWW, 2% HNO; # B2 10 mL (B BEE TR
1000), LA Rh JRpakR, FHSF B0 {30 & & oo
R (K E5E, 2012),

FHIE 50 PEREAL IR A 4 PR T4 4
BT %) 1 A ORG % FE o vREAA E 3 a  iAE (C) A
HE(EL(Co R X B (A g C=1gCr-1g Co) A il o 425 il FRE
BORWER 1, Bioc R Mt w254 2 100%. K
% 1 R i 22 (RSD)SRF 1l (8 1) T RRGHE
(RSD)H 0.04~0.06, Hi4H %N 99.9%, Kt bR
Jg 1x10°°,
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Table 1
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Calculation formulae and control limits for accuracy and precision of reference materials

Tt O M s

s 0 ORGSR B

S ETEEAE LN EPANE AR IR R

/EL(Q—QY Cc-C S-S
AN Alg C=|lgC,. -lgC, 1n_1 :MXIOO% =”7d|><100%
RSD=———#=——x100% (C,+C))/2 (S,+8,)/2
s il B s il BR
il 3 3 B 7 i B o L -
Herx®x Au, PGEs  H'EL® Au, PGEs
INF 3
<0.15 <17% <50% <100% <100%
K R - - - - -
KF 345
Kot R <0.10 <10% <50%
1%-~5% <0.07 <8% <40% <50% <50%
>5% <0.05 <3%
?2 TREMESTEAHEEENC)SHFTFE
Table 2 Cobalt reference values (10’6) of rocks of different tectonic units and crustal abundance
. v X E A
T3 oo E T MIN 2.5% 25% 50% 75% 85% 97.5%  MAX %IJP‘%L
4 [ 11 699 0.04 0.57 1.91 6.44 14.2 18.7 475 174 9.26
Kl —45E 5 1Ly 2711 0.14 0.47 2.16 6.84 15.4 21.3 45.7 127 10.1
b i@ 2186 0.18 0.58 1.85 5.89 14.9 21.1 53.3 155 10.1
b7V Ny A ] 233 0.31 0.70 2.17 5.50 11.4 14.3 38.9 76.7 7.92
ZEAR IR (L 1258 0.22 0.66 2.52 8.08 15.8 20.4 49.8 108 10.6
FATE — T s 1Ly 493 0.29 0.90 5.52 10.80 15.2 18.0 50.1 103 11.4
P i — = Y13k e 1036 0.30 0.79 2.66 7.12 14.0 17.7 45.6 104 11.4
Y F i hiiE 2 060 0.19 0.70 1.58 6.39 14.9 18.3 47.6 174 9.31
e R LA 1733 0.04 0.42 1.24 3.81 9.9 13.2 272 136 6.04
Hofth2 2 25 1 (0 Ak bt 2
Clark and Wash- Egiz;izﬁ Shaw Wedepohl ~ Rudnick and Gao B FRBA A FR i AR v 2R R A
ington (1924) (1985, 1995) (1986) (1995) (2003) (1976) (1997) GRIGHMELA A, 2007)
100 10, 17 12 24 27 25 19 10
3000
2 EEA PSR RE
2.1 SHEEAHRHEES RIS St T A 4 A 28
o ] A R 2 A A7 AE P A (R 1), 2000 |«
F 8 E AL T 1.00x10°%, 5 — 4b 0 T £
=

10.0x10°°~20.0x10°, 4 [ 5 A7 % 3 v (. (b A2 1E)
N 6.44x10° %K 2), XA A1 AT 3 fihnvfE 22 A B
JE AR 9.26x10°°, 5 IR ¥ A HER B A
(2007) 45 i (% o =] 1 88 b oe 3= BE AR R, (HE] BT
ZRF G R R R b S O (10.0x10°°~
29.0x107°),
22 HEABHERTERATHSH

B TR TR R 3 BT A A R W A T 2 R .
E R AR A AT = Sl (= M B N I N < 5
B — T P80 Ly > 28 08 B 3 1y > V0 i — — VL3
e >R I — 24 523 114 >3 F o h i > b e i
i 4 >3 BRSO R0 > A g i L L de s SR
YA T — T B o 0 E AR R i Ll S A
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Histogram probability distribution of cobalt
in China’s rocks

Fig. 1

FEAEME R 10.8x10°° Fil 8.08x10°°, AH X 4> [ 5L v
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EEEEUE ly 3.81x10°°, MHXT 4 EEME T 4E 0.6 15 (%
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Fig. 2 Cobalt distribution in rocks of different tectonic units
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Fig. 3 Histogram of probability distribution of cobalt in catchment sediment/alluvial soil

3w B UURR 4 5kt S v 4 B 4 AR

3.1 $H7EIC/kIE/ T i SR S AR AT
K ST/ L 3 (LT AR L 38 ) gl 1
O3 ARG I BOES A, 22 RN E N F
11.0x10°~13.0x10°% & 3a), & JZ2 + % i F
8.00x10 °~12.0x10°® it (& 3b). FEL3ERZ .
TR 2 A 10 5 o (B (R AL (ED) 4 B2 11.0x10°° Al
10.6x10 (3 3). WS T4 [ X Sk f 454 1 1) 3575
(97K R TR R A 12.0% 107G, 2012) ., Bk
WL R BRI E KRR (EF) W IR T H
BR AL A R TR IR 3045 T KSR R 9/ e A Y
FEMEME R 4) 5HAMKREE (FIZOM M, w4
WE(ELS T o M7 %h F2 FE M4 27.0x107° (Rudnick and

Gao, 2003), = [ H 2 H5E 45 R 9.10x10 *GR I
TEFIERI A, 2007).

W 25%5r AR IR s E, RZ . K=
IS BB R 7.81x 1070 1 7.34x107° 4% 75%
SIOEAE N SRR, RE . WE RIEMES
RN 14.2x10°° Fl 14.3x10°°, FHZE)Z IR
B DAVRJZ 3R A, A5 20 3 (P A2 M) Fe (e N
1.03, FEARFEME AL N 1.02, 25%5 i He il
1.06, 75% i E LA A 1.00, BEHIMN 4 FELEE,
EifERZIRZE LR &R Z R AR,

32 HEAEMERTICAE/ TERNSE

H ] R ki — B B 4] 43 Sk ANAS — R K A i B
I, R 3 RN G BTG L Se b ) T e,
Mgt a0 . Bl 4 & as B ochs & & o A K
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Table 3 Characteristics of Co baseline of catchment sediment/alluvial soil of different tectonic units

b B 38 ALIEAY
Co Bl RER S I 5 U
/107°° = " 0% 25% 50% (17 %%) 75% 100%  BAR JUfe -
N a H a2
B/ME K= T Al Rl PHME CFHME
e XE 3382 0.02 7.81 11.0 14.2 75.6 11.6 10.3 11.0
) w2 3380 0.91 7.34 10.6 14.3 80.8 11.4 10.0 10.7
N 2 2162 0.31 7.35 10.8 14.0 75.6 11.2 9.88 10.8
bl ;
®E 2162 0.91 6.97 10.3 13.6 63.0 10.8 9.48 10.4
x£ZE 1221 0.02 8.39 11.4 14.6 57.1 12.4 10.9 11.3
G .
wZE 1221 1.06 8.09 11.3 15.2 80.8 12.5 10.9 11.4
s *KZ 909 0.99 7.74 10.9 14.1 46.3 11.0 9.80 10.9
Rill—Mgs 2
RE 907 0.91 6.51 9.53 13.1 60.1 10.0 8.74 9.79
£t =2 613 1.06 8.03 11.0 13.4 39.0 10.9 9.94 10.8
PLIE w2 613 1.06 7.4 10.6 13.8 67.6 10.9 9.61 10.6
HEHAR =2 209 0.98 7.38 8.4 10.9 21.3 9.3 8.73 9.18
ksl w2 209 2.85 6.81 8.2 10.0 28.1 8.7 8.27 8.40
FARER #EZ 350 3.21 8.58 11.2 13.6 38.5 11.4 10.7 11.2
5 1L RE 350 2.27 8.58 10.9 13.7 28.5 11.2 10.5 11.0
. .5 = 202 3.75 10.1 12.3 14.4 40.9 12.3 11.6 12.0
Wik —HrEws
RZ 202 3.24 10.0 12.1 14.1 27.0 12.2 11.5 11.9
e x)Z 349 2.17 6.38 9.66 13.6 63.7 11.0 9.42 10.0
PR — =T o
TRz 349 2.37 5.89 8.90 12.9 63.0 10.8 8.99 9.58
wF =2 400 0.02 10.8 14.3 18.2 57.1 16.3 14.3 14.3
Cikisil w2 400 2.62 11.6 15.2 18.9 80.8 16.9 15.1 14.9
15T £2 350 0.31 5.85 9.1 13.9 75.6 10.9 8.9 10.2
SRl w2 350 1.15 6.86 10.6 15.5 44.1 11.8 10.0 11.3

x4 PESHEHAMKEEEZR)HEEEET L

Table 4 Comparison of cobalt baselines between China and other continents (countries)

[ 5% /4t X, VA IWIRIN SRR 2 B A R (/1076
el 37 KE L4 RZ L4 KRV LI VAR
Salminen et al., 2005 (ICP-AES) 7.00 8.00 8.00 8.00
A 37 IR B2V
Reimann and De Caritat, 2017 (ICP-MS) 6.30 6.80
4t 3& (R i 51 i ) [ivae AJZ CcZ
Sminth et al., 2005 (ICP-MS) 8.93 10.4
| R VA RZE KGR/ 58 )2 Q0RO Y/ 1 38)
(ICP-MS) 11.00 10.6
500 300
100 4 . 100 3
] . .. i ’ S
] : i : . . E:
= g3 %% MR =a= %%% ----------
s ] 5
) g ] ¥
1 + IE
a b
01 T T T T T T T T 0] T T T T T T T T T
4|1 m Wvo N Xi: Iomw vV W

I — VIl & B A FR IR 2
[ —VII tectonic unit names are the same as Fig. 2.
El4 AR—FZWERTRE@SXREOCKBIARY/ LIRS ESHHELE

Fig. 4 Boxplot of cobalt values of deep (a) and top (b) layer catchment sediment/alluvial soil of different tectonic units
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Fig. 5 Histogram of soil cobalt baseline ratio

Kl 5 & ot R ) H S RE SO
DL A5 3 BAOCTR 2 | TR )2 e S R v (R A X 4 [ 2
HEM = R

AN [ AE) 35 PR H - R 5 o o A AR AE R 2
o il 2 R 2 B S MEE 4 A R
10.8x10°F110.3x10°°, 5o i 3&)2 FGZ 6 & 3
WEM M9k 11.4x10°° F1 11.3x10°%, &A43E soc
JEIAEME SR ZREEZ R KEVNMNET: 375
PLIE > P — T 03 1147 > AR B 3 1L > e sodr
T A >R L —2% 58 i Ly >4 g 3 LA >V i — =
VL5 1A >3 BOR sl o 4% s b AR x4 [ &
SRR e, M A R E AR 1.3~1.4 fi5 . XS
o PR e e R I BELOR e, R X 4 [ SRR
EAE 0.8 5. Hetyns BICAHR 4w g el 7 i
FERAIG, LT 0.8~1.2 Z A,

AN O R 2 IR ZRE AR TE — B £ 57,
PO B R RIS AT 114, /N HER
Wl 0.85, HA I BICHENS T 0.94~1.04 2
] o 38 BH R 1 %5 Ly -4 v Rl 0 ) o 4 T 3R
JZ, AR I L D A TR R, HoA A 1
DA B Sk ) A )

4 GhELMEME R B R e
Albanese et al.(2015)if & BR YA HC X A+ 8 Kk

k27 3 T (GEMAS) X BRI A 401X - 338 4y Ik v
FFRWEFE, AR IR KIS S FEE | RS 2
SO SR S B R R P E Y SR
A S S O 22 B0k, (D ESErh B BAT S AR
Mo e, 8 AS—ZAh R B T LA R ) b 5 Ak
P S5 (2) R A R oK B 1 Sh v R D F RO
()i Pl IR A PR 4 5 B A 2 KT BRI o AR ST
A5 5 55t (A A JE R IR 1 BT 22 ) AN AR KUK
A BRI b E R SRR R

41 HEESEAXIPXER

Sy GETt 8 F B A KA A S R (R S M
Bl 6) 7525 A J VRS B = BARHE Y B >
SR A >R > A > Th IR M A>T B A > TR A
STRTRER A o X KO, Al Bl S i B 2R A1 1 PRI,
X T SEUTRUE , B 7 A0 YR T T R AR
ETEAR R AL A A Ry iR B —, e sEE . |
SNk PR I B AR R 44x10°°~89x10°°), THifE
T TR &k 2 AR 1% K A BRI 3T AR (O M
1.4x107°~2.1x107°) o AS[F] R 27 H Al A 3 ol 4 A
FRIELE T ABFR AT TR B B4R, 1984; RV
HEFELE A, 2007).

AR ) S IR X ) Ak e A A X (1A
7)o 5 — W E AT 1.00x10°°, &5 — kb W {5 7 T
10.0x10°°~20.0x107°, 8 ~FE A A RM A, AR ER
T RVER M KORE B R S B AR, A B AL
1.39x10°° Fll 2.14x10°°, 5% T BR(85%43 ) 5351
ALK 3.75%10°C Tl 5.44x10°%, BHRR BRER AR 1 O
FR A 2SR 43 SR AR A3 A (B 7),
R BRIB TR 6 25+ TR T LA 6 1 M 340 11 A5 5 0 4L
IEAA A LR, MR IEN T 1.00x10°%, HAh AR
TR A A S A i SO BUE A A3 A, AR i
fiF 8.00x10 °~20.0x10°°, [Hitk, K 7 FaA%iny
WER AT A 2R, 1.00x10°° &b 1) 531 e WA 26 T Bl R
AR SO, B AL 10.0x107°~20.0x10°° AR
T HABITE A

B ELAA SR AN SRR R ERE, R A s

®5 SEXEEALAPHEELI/I0C

Table 5 Statistics of cobalt content in major rock types/10~°

T /ME 25% 50% 75% 85% KA # EHE
FEEE 11 596 0.04 1.93 6.49 14.3 18.8 174 10.5
IS 52 45.8 76.3 89.4 102 115 155 90.8
preiE ey 552 7.89 35.1 43.6 50.8 54.7 174 43.9
aldas 989 0.36 13.5 18.7 24.7 28.9 72.7 19.4
TR M 497 0.34 7.55 9.9 12.6 14.3 29.1 10.2
R A 2559 0.10 1.09 2.14 3.93 5.44 34.3 3.01
A =s 1360 0.34 12.2 15.8 19.4 21.9 77.8 16.4
W E A 3727 0.22 435 8.15 12.5 14.9 82.7 9.21
[ndicE e 1 860 0.04 1.00 1.39 235 3.75 75.7 231
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ERes | 0 L VAR 7/ B C e el (O L VAR TR Y E | R
IR M AE A A A T 2 32 B DURAE TRk RR R0
YrpohE . T EAEMUMER . 5 TR,
It Co™ %% 5 Mn*" | Mg™" | Fe® S R AER TR 4,
EARIME AT | RE AT SRR BERERR R W 10 A A (X1
&, 1984), HULE SEERRERRER T Y3k | 3L
FHR YR, MR EERRER T Y R M
R A
42 HEEESHRES

AN [l ) 3 B 6 ELAT S [] (9 M 5 e £k g 5, 3 ol
Hu BT S 25 St T A AR R A R G
R ] R S A (1 8) A TP [ A TR L P RS
ERFNALHES, rhES ARG AR D o A A TE L YE
ZARELYE T RERITIE L BRI A A O VR AR
5 AN, I ke S B T RIS
thiale, ZBAREPEAL T LR se il Jefe i 22 48 L it 1
W, BRI VRO T VIR — = T, R TEE
P F H E R AU 7 GRS, 2003).

o B A Tz (B 8), P A H ik
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