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Guest Editor’s Preface to the “Geochemical Exploration of Critical Resources”:
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Abstract: Critical minerals are required for the materials of industry 4.0 and low-carbon energy resources.
More than 50 critical elements constitute critical materials essential for modern society in such aspects as
advanced manufacturing, electronics, low-carbon energy, defence and medicine industries. Geochemical
exploration is a cost-effective techonology for delineation of spatial distribution and concentration targets for
critical mineral resources. China is in the leading position in geochemical mapping spatial distribution of critical
elements and exploration for deep-seated deposits. Geochemical mapping methodology for global-, national-,
local- and nanometer-scale distribution of critical elements has been created. Deep-penetrating exploration
capability has extended from 2 to 3 dimension patterns and from surface to the depth of thousand meters.
Super-enriched concentration promising areas of rare earth elements, lithium, uranium in whole China were
delineated and deep-seated gold and copper deposits were discovered according to the geochemical anomalies.
This special issue shows some results of geochemical exploration for rare earth elements and new energy metals
such as uranium, lithium and cobalt, gold and copper resources.
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KPR 2N Tl 4.0 FEE PR # iy
AR B EM R, © 2 E bR A, 552
Fha R, EMREERIBATF IR TE T4 AR
SHET R K T A 02017 A SE [ B SER ATER 13817
SATEUAT A (DR OCHE 7™ 4 4 R a] SRR Ry I
AR ), S ] P B A 5 [ o A ) R B R A T
CIEM P B2 ), oGl fa HL P B A e
35 Fh fRAT. B BB AL B B ML EK.
BhLOBL OB WAL RIRAS. B AL WL HE
BEL BB, SR, B M LOCEE. Bk BL.
PEOPE VB R LB EK VEY Ll BURIE (UL S. Geological
Survey, 2017). BKEAZE 512 2014 4F (MRS SCHED ™
JE RS ) N 54 Bk e s, B 20 Fb
KR T UIR, AR, B, M. B BN ML R
WA, WA, K/, 28 B R &
it Bt MEe)E . B, i, 2 (Buropean
Commission, 2014) H* [ & i (1) { 4= =57 B IR
(2016—2020 4F) ) , I T 24 FllEms o =9I H
5K, 2019 A A HY T 38 Rl AT P BT IR, AL AE A
KRS . Bk, . 8. PLL KL L 4L R
BB B BRLOHUR. &L R BB .
LI SN SN 1IN CINIE N N~ SN 11 I 2 N
BRER M. AL maiaE,. A HA.

FRIG AT L . #. 2.
6 FiocE, M L VR IR HEM R0 15 AP LB
L/ AN TN TR W I 7 QNI SN S 7 SN
DS BRI T R L pidt 17 Fhoc
R, BATE AR Ao i, SRR ),
AHEAENBE, W EEENAS 16 FioiR. A
M RS AASEAMROTER . Kk, HE 38 g

WHT 7 BT IR AL E U R R AL 56 MOTER (R 1),
EHME 54 MUK, (WP ED T 2 T
S

PR bR OCHER P B IR A 56 NREETR, X
PG 1 oeiEd . RERAETE . M B
SFLAUR R AR, F5E EOCHT R IE NS A )
P2y, Aap b A EFRLR . AR AEILR . Bk
YRR A kAR A e AR /R TR SR (G 2), Wk
TR XS ITTR AT, RETTR WAL S 70 /AP LR
FIRPE R 118 ME LR, RARTRA
92 4, RAETTRMMRKICA 150 s, H
NEXAETCRAE IR b (R 28 S A FEER 1 fif
b SR EEZRRE LR BE(NASEM), &
A i IR —— 38 [ 1 A S B
TAEJE 5 (2020—2030) ) A5 S HE TR £ HLER EY Sy
A FAEFRE R 55 = AR #4056 381 (National  Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2020),
BT E R “ORBT R A S s i |
FRMG A AR L T B R

L5 B RTIR, SR TT R B Al G B BT IR A ) o
By, BT | RBREEN . BT B
A AR R T A A ISR, SR BRSO P
LRI N, RS HIER R R, ROT HE
BRI AR . DR ST RAEHIR b 1 20 A A
R HA H A FE R SR I A

Hh [ 7E G B T R TE b BR B 2 A AR I RN 5
AELE T HErETS, 22 TR 78 NIoE M
A E AT (A 1), FFSHER 20 RAEZEAAE,
22 T b BR BT M TR 30% A9 A BR b BR AL 2F LR
X SR, N OF S OC R AR Bk B A o A A
W PR AR . R . R AR SRR
S HA BN S

F1 XERESXETE
Table 1 Critical minerals and critical elements
EEIE AR KL R STk
T, R G Bk BE. B BLL Bk, 56 TULE:
HLOERLBLE. L 8. . 8. s, G U, Fe, Mn, Cr, V. Ti, Cu, Al Ni, Co, Wo, Sn, Bi, . S
o - A . Sb, PGE (Ru, Rh, Pd, Os, Ir, Pt), Au, REE (Y, Sc, C P HEIALL
o e S AN N - L= N L S | I e
N R NI La, Ce, Pr, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho, Er, Tm, (2016—2020 %))
f_ N %Q DM /:‘/j N N Yb, Lu), Nb, Ta, Li, Be, Sr, Rb, Cs, Zr, Ge, Ga, In,
WA, mAiATE, A, AR Re, Te, K, B, F, Si, He
N YRIE - .
35 FhORHEVEHR: CRTES
CE I LR N I /TN AN SN C1N ’fﬁ Al, Sb, As, Ba, Be, Bi, Cs, Cr, Co, Ga, Ge, F, C, U.S. Department of
£ BB OB O RARGERL 48, Z. HE He, In, Li, Mg, Mn, Ni, PGE (Ru, Rh, Pd, Os, the Interior and U. S.
HRLOERLOBEL AR BR. BAME4JE . . W I, Pt), K, REE (Y, La, Ce, Pr, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb,  Geological Survey,
TITER. Bk Br. . 48, . R, %, Dy Ho, Er, Tm, Yb, Lu), Re, Sc, Sr, Nb, Ta, Te, 2017
BB L PLRIE Sn, Ti, W, U, V, Zr
20 FhSCHE DT 37 ATLE:
] BB, W, 8L b, B RRAE. Sb, Be, B, Cr, Co, C, F, Ga, Ge, In, Mg, Nb, REE European Commission,
WAL B .. EBED . B 8. (Y. Sc, La, Ce, Pr, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho, Er, 2014

L B RS B R, B

Tm, Yb, Lu), PGE (Ru, Rh, Pd, Os, Ir, Pt), P, Si, W
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Table 2 Usage categery for critical elements
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#(Be). BEMg). F(AD. BK(T). (V). & (Mn). £5(Co). #(Cr). B (Zn). #:(Zr). HHDH. H(Mo).

S L S i1 (REEs). #1%IJ0% (PGE). 4 (Au). 4H(Ag). #I(U). #(Cu). ¥ (Fe)%
L F 7= TE(Si). #%(Ga). #(Ge). Wi(As). Bk(C). IEICHE (PGE). £ (A5
I Ak fE 5 Hi(U), #(LiD). %(Co). &(H). & (He). i1 (REE)%
LYy (C). & (0). AN). & (H). #(P). H(S). MEK). 5(Ca). J(F). F(CD. W(Br). WD), £k(T)%

w(C). A(0). E(H). AN). B((P). Hi(S). W(K). ¥5(Ca). BI(Na). B(Fe). BEMg). #(Zn). H(F).

EWEAGERLE el men. Bo%
T HHELE: #(Cd). KHg). ﬁﬁi(As)\A’f’:}(Pb)\ ¥&(Cr). 4(Cu). 4F(Zn). %(Ni). % (Mn)
ETPEICER: H(U). £H(Th), #(K). #hi(Ra)
E=X1TEN(0)
WAEER(C)
HERY) R G A5 AMEHN)
SRR TR BERES)

HBRIEIRTE R CE: ST E (He, Ne. Ar. Kr. Xr). £5(Zr). 5(Hf). 4H(U). £L(Th). 43 (Pb). #(C).
#(Fe), WZEILK(F. Cl. Br, 1), $AEILERu, Rh,Pd, Os, Ir, Pt)%;
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1 hEXMTERERAR
Fig. 1 Elements in the Periodical Table distributed in China
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CER TR I E M ROR A, Bk
Z RN EM, ARV SCHE T U5 T I A R
WFSE I E LTS5 22— o IR G5 B 0% JE e Nk
FEAEH T REGTEK, K8 T —HE 28 S0 (Y
&52008; BREINIZE, 2016; BUIEY%, 2019; B
4:.2019; FBLT, 2019),

HiER A 27 5 2t UE B O S RO R AT 2 A
S o AR R DUBUI & A A P 4 4
R, W EE TR0 A G488 LB
TR TR 2= AL, 2016; F243K, 2016),
H 33 14 S 2od 25 bR Ak 2 R A R 4 K R TR
KAE, RIS T4 E 670 H km® Hoa HEE XU,
I EL6 =36 S5 BT AT BT, X F A a5 X

WARTF A A TAE, Bk, JCX =fMIocx . i
b2 VBl A 0 /K B ER SEA80 T 3 . B 2000 4F L
Ja, EEE SR g E IR 2 E A R R
I GBI B AR SLIR pF R L 00 v [ b3k Ak 2
BT WiH, WA NH i kI E S A
PN, A ER” BRI PR
S DX O B A M 3R A A A5 I H Y S i (A
SREE, 2010; F25R%E 2016; Wang et al., 2016), fili
SRR TS — TR A R s, g kR T
RIEHER E A3 A FAE IR, SCHREGEIR B Hh Bk 1k 2
WRAHEE E4E, BRIk RH, K
TRERAL T4 A F 564

o E R SR RE, H—EHOH TR
FE 4 E o3 A B0 . B 255K 55 (2020a) 45 ) T 4
shefmt. BWmEMER LT RMES N
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YREE 157 pg/g, SLREE 121 pg/g, SHREE 35.0 pg/g,
BREM AR 3.5 2ENKSTTRYE S E 55
%)4: EREE 173 pg/g, TLREE 134.0 pg/g, THREE
38.5 ng/g, BEM L AEN 3.5, MIEH LKW
i, 164 E LB EF L BRI T X 35 4k, Hip
A 26 SE S5O0 S LB YA, B
KB L E E RO SE o 4, XEERH D
INEAE FHRA TR A A B A
WA TR A R A 00 I Rk
B A e E )20, SRR 400 pg/g
DAL, JEHbFe v b v (A 3 %, Ui p b oh o i
Rl E Bl s LA L EE, 6k
BATE B 0 B9 1 (3 R %645, 2020)

B 5 5 AE U5 R Tt B ) R TR, B R
TR SRR R A A SE 1 IS . 24 R 55(2020b)
FRAE 4 B K S TR W Bk A 24 s, JLIE 31
MHERAL S, R 19 DMRHbIERIL S (B E
LX), FelJE B & B 5 U 0 2 A e A Ak
DX RN 5 2 A S 0 e K RV S, PR FR T 2L
A EER T o X RIS (2020)H 4 H [ Bk Ak
SHEETTHR(CGBY B T T P A A Bl i R ME(E
6.4 mg/kg, I AKIEITRYIFEEENEH 10.99 mg/kg,
X — FE X A TR R SR PR AR B E S AR A

it 26— F B s o A MR A B, TR
145 (2020) M3 42 4 [ I K ST AR A b 3R Ak 2 50080 43
Mr, 7E 4 E LR EAURC T 1000 km®, HHA W
SH A O I IR 2 HR S 79 Ak, IS5 T
AT, B Al R i X 33 Ak 5K
Z5(2020) 5 x5 [ H BT A A 2 il 3R k27 8 A

MERSL, F)Id 1 27 i I BR AL S B A BOR A i B

TGN T A SR B e G A . A A
FER IR 22 37 2 i i B AR U8 MR YR 5 284 . 304b
T A A R A s ER AL 2E TR A S o

VER B PR A 85 iR SCHERT 7 BE IR, R B
£5(2020) % L P4 28 ) 71 87 5% DX A 85y SR A A Joi
AWK bR AL 2E G T 3R E R FLE 4 Hh 22
28 A DT 5% XA R AT AR N AR LA
) DX 3878 AT, HECRD T X T R A DR 28 R 5
W25 1, O — 25 b o 4k 0 R g A 1 T K
¥ o

G — ELAR A SRR B R 1Y) EE A Ry, G
EFAOR AN — BN il — " SRR Bk
AR T AR, 522 45(2020), JR#45(2020) 30
X SE 1 P X 4 | 1 43 A R e XA T T T,
T EEAF(2020) %] 4 4 [ 4 1) Hh BR T 27 56 23 ] 43
MHAT T A WA i —7 HiEkfb 2= E T
VEMFFE T, AR FRAT 20 A [ 58— 2 B A

Wiy MU IR A 8 210 T f# .

Xof 5 T 2 00 M IR AW R U R B e Bk
b2 5w PEM B E B — 3, XIMEAE(2020) A1) F RS
#5417 LA-ICP-MS U-Pb & FEXHC VL R & i B
it SR A 1 M BR AL AF SR EAT T RN R, T AR
BUNH 4 N ERR IR, 2350y ot (1602.8 ~
2527.5 Ma). #Fiociift(700.1 ~ 1164.8 Ma), Fii4E
f(426.3 ~ 477.3 Ma)FlH 44X (137.2 ~ 248.0 Ma),
FEHFI FH K R TR P 7 114 3 R 2 (A o R U5
JELUREY, v AR AR M BR A 2 BT i — A
BEH, LK R TR R AL RE SR L 15 B,
) - S T R DA G

3 REH PR M IRAL RN

R B BTk DL A U R e A
EEXT 4 1 2 AR 1950 4F LR e 45 b IX % B
S0 G, RS0 WE B LRI, 2
2000 4ELLE, A 10 D0 A Sk HE b 1 IR AE
500 m LR, A 9 MRS 1500 m LIF, A
3ANRIE 5 2000 m PLR o &R AR 1)
HEHAR AT mIRIEL. [ 20 e 90 4ECHF A,
e [ N ANIEA: TR SR B BRI, Zadir 30 4ERY
K&, FrAlDEE A, 7840 R KIRE TS T
A H BR A4 BRI R (Y A N7, fohE R4 oK s Bk Ak 2F
TEMHEA | TR G Sh SRR EARW 76385,
197 WA AR

T TG R RIR T [0] 1 £ AL A ST IR b BR fb
SE PRI R TR I i e b BR Ak 2 B A AL S A R R 5
T 5 DX RIS T 0 Ay A o 0 A D 1 L S A [t
RBP4 AR BR A A AR 5 PR A R
IGAIE” (F2sR4E, 2020¢), B4 14 Ry /K AR = bk 4
4 1 M BR A2 RO B R 6™ B F8 7R (RBP4,
2020), “INAREM M ZK &0 A B 7 R MR fh 2
PR b R S (WS4, 2020)i83C A0, it
Gl FL U 0 b 3R Bl 2ok A SR B A BRURE 2R A5 1 B s,
ST T AR A G 4 R R AR 0T ORI B ST A
BRALZFIRMAAL, F 275K 55 (2020¢) A& IR AR 1 AR
RIG R K b7 BRI TR . )2 e A - e v gl ok
4, WA R AR DATRHS ) & 3 2 BB A ik ik
PR M Ak 4, A Ak 4 g AR A
F) b 3R, M T AR 3 b 2 B T 1 5
IEME R, Au, S Bl Hg 5 &0 % UIHE, 4
A A E A A S 22 524, Au B SR TLA 43 A
PR A ERIOCER S FIEFETE R L E He RE
FRIE, 455 AR e R a5 0 AR 1) — 3K,
FWET R o A AR A R i R, 4
S SRRMOTE R E N E 2 mH BB
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Fig. 2 The depths of gold orebodies discovered from 1950 to 2018

WS 2 (13 2 Bm U o, SO T AR i
B A GOR AL T BB o 7T 55 (2020)38 18 X R
KM RSV MBS, B8 Au, Ag. Cu. Pb,
As. Sb. Bi, Hg. Mo. W, S, Co. Ni, V. Cr,
Ba. Sr, Cl. F. Se. Fe,03;, K,0. CaO, MgO 5§
TG 1 DX B VR A W 4 4 A, B X T
R & 4502 W HAB T D i R 5 0 sh 5 1S,
Ni. Co. Sb. Ba. F 28 0% ¥ 7F Wr 2Ll AR 27 TR
PLE 4L, T K0 WM fERIRE A B . Au. Ag.
Cu. Pb, Zn. Bi. Hg. Cd. Se. Mo, W, S, F4
JCRER LA R RTINS, X
JC R T [0 HOE B4 J5 A 22 B8 1K F13T b B0,
FE0T RETE b R IE S - g S S S, X T 5
PEHERfL 24 A R e DL o A R L. Fb
D 55 (2020) 1R 8 I A5 36 M1 52 — A 8 TR B F 4l
ZKO1 Fr A0 B A0 . R 07
RETG A MTAE, L5 B IR TR LR AE S 4 1 IR AR
A, AR IREHE R R PR A 2 AT o, A
O A RIS R IR T E, ZE M B &
RS G R e Y2 IR &, T 680
e, EERTRAKS, HRVERET, 3
B R UR TR &0 TE BT i . BRI ™ S 5%,
W AT YA BT R BRI R R Pb 34k
W . MR &) @)~ (f Pb
B> S0 )~ (E S A) (N,
ik IR A (2020)BF 5T AR BB & AR RE i S RE
e 1A | R LLATE A 5 AL 1= JC R RRAE,
PO 2 A0k BT R O & CU A R R A
(Sm/Eu)#/(Sm/Eu)sespms-(Sm/Bu) s B i, UiBH T4
SR B RS T ) R PR IR, i s

FIR IR (0 32 s A QAT e A 4RI T35 40 4 T
B2 -4 (2020) 6] B K AR T R AR 4 8 I B9 2
W Au FRH R FEITET R, h— &SR
Z R AR b A PR AN TR A, U e R AR
T PR (ORI T AR, (AR VY T A A,
AEEARETH —WME U MMWIEH. K
SPC(<—2.3%0) . = 6'50(>22.1%0) F1 H F 1+ & 4
(AMREE>1.89) 1) J5 fiff 47 3 20 15 A th A1 30 7 2 43
Mo MR P IR 0 R 1l o R fh 2 5 5 IR
TR ERR T R A S B — BT N R o 1 R
S 11 305 1T J22 1T B TR 0 £ 8 ) 38 b % 1 3
L MR REBR ST R 2L B R Y -, RRAE A AL
PERER TR S, SR R W E Ik
B HE

BT 4R 1000~3000 m 7 AR b IR Ak 22 AR R
S T b S T A ) JR A TLART T 25 0 43 A Y L
11 HL A 4 B A A 0 2R 4 7 00 R A T I
PR =P BRI T RS . IR RIIE, e
FEZRAH 2800 m HEERKHEH IR, FHHKE
T4, 7£ 300~1500 m R B8 4 P 203 t.
PRSI ARY AN RS BRI L), e L BR A B BE )
PR B A e B TOR R EE, A 44 i 31 = 4k,
X G A H A R R SRS

DL “RREE EATEE N IS BES R Bk ko
SRRSO AR, MBS AE(2020) 8N T
BE A AR S AR M Bk AL 2E BRI AL . B NI XY
J A ER AL 2 = AR R, 0 R B [7] 437
FE5IRE N (As. Sb. Hg)-(W. Bi. Sn)-Ga-Au.
Ba-Cu. Ag-Pb. Zn-Mn-Mo; HiZ%Ic% . AW
HA N As, Sb, Au, Ga, ALOs, WKL EILK
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Al H VR MR 8 /R CE, Au, Ag. Pb, Zn, As.
Sb. Ga. Ba. Mn RI{ENEHEARRICE, 0 IKIEH
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