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Positive Effects of Online First Publication on Improving the Quality
and Academic Influence of Sci-tech Journals in China:
A Case Study of Acta Geoscientica Sinica

YAN Li-juan, SUN Xiao-hong, ZHANG Gai-xia, WEI Le-jun”
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, Beijing 100037

Abstract: This paper discusses the effects of online first publication on the quality and academic influence of
Chinese sci-tech periodicals in the era of digital publishing. Taking Acta Geoscientica Sinica as an example, we
considered the received date, revised date, online first publication date, publication date, citation frequency, first
cited date, print version downloads, and online first publication downloads. The publication cycle, quality control,
publication process, citation and download, and main evaluation index of the journal were analyzed. Online first
publication can greatly shorten the time of paper publishing and attract excellent manuscripts; political errors
were avoided, and the academic and publishing quality significantly improved. Furthermore, enhanced
publication promotes the knowledge production and dissemination of academic journals. Online first publication
process and enhanced publication can effectively avoid academic misconduct, and improve citations and paper
downloads. Online first publication is of great significance in promoting the rapid development of sci-technology
journals and improving their quality and academic influence.
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Fig. 1 Publishing cycle of Acta Geoscientica Sinica
(data from Issue 3, 2018 to Issue 3, 2022)
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