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China’s Regional Differences in Mineral Resources Demands
and Trend Analysis
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Abstract: This paper estimated the consumption of crude steel in various areas of China, calculated the consump-
tion and per capita consumption of three kinds of mineral resources in Yangtze River delta, Zhujiang River delta,
circum-Bohai Sea area, central and eastern and western China, and made a comparative analysis of the levels of
consumption of mineral resources under the same GDP per capita in various areas of China and in developed
countries, and investigated the energy, cement, crude steel consumption trends. The results show that the crude
steel and cement consumption per capita in eastern China will soon reach the peak, while it will take 10 years for
the energy consumption of central and western China to reach the peak. The crude steel and cement consumption
will need 10 years and the energy consumption will need 15 years to reach the peak in western China.
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Fig. 1 Regional overview of 2008
(Source: National Bureau of Statistics of China Newsroom, 2009)
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Fig. 2 China’s regional per capita GDP in 2008 compared
with Japan and USA
(Source: International Energy Agency(IEA), 2008)
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Table 1 Measured results of crude steel consumption in all regions (Unit: million tons)

1995 16.1 36.5 30.1 21.2 56.5 14.5
1996 12.1 28.0 23.0 23.8 61.9 16.0
1997 13.0 29.3 23.6 24.7 64.4 16.4
1998 13.5 30.9 25.3 27.4 72.0 18.2
1999 14.6 34.2 28.0 30.4 81.1 20.1
2000 14.2 36.9 29.1 30.9 84.0 20.1
2001 16.1 46.8 35.1 38.3 103.8 24.8
2002 18.0 59.7 41.8 46.6 128.7 30.5
2003 22.1 83.3 51.3 59.8 169.3 39.1
2004 25.3 100.8 56.8 71.6 201.6 47.2
2005 26.9 126.4 66.3 88.7 245.0 58.3
2006 27.2 140.7 70.4 98.4 267.9 67.1
2007 29.4 166.4 74.9 111.2 293.7 77.3
2008 27.9 173.7 77.3 122.5 307.4 86.8
4.06 6.66 3.23 C 2.2
85.4 164.7
83.4 ( 4 2008 GDP
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Fig. 4 The proportion of major consumers of mineral re-
sources in 2008

(Source: National Bureau of Statistics of China Newsroom,
2009)
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Table 2 Per capita consumption profile of various regions of China and USA, Japan at the same level of GDP

GDP
( 1) ( / « 1) «C 7))
292.5 2.3 993.8 9938.7
402.6 7.6 229.3 9741.1 1942
669.9 3.6 640.0 9714.0 1970
1224.5 3.3 1664.2 12267.5
413.8 8.7 392.5 12242.3 1963
535.2 4.2 861.3 12584.9 1978
330.7 3.7 12115 8813.9
421.1 7.3 211.9 8205.7 1941
597.1 3.2 596.3 8874.1 1969
278.6 1.9 924.4 4717.2
202.0 5.7 80.2 4642.2 1905
240.1 15 297.5 4776.5 1962
596.1 3.2 1292.1 9843.0
402.6 7.6 229.3 9741.1 1942
669.9 3.6 640.0 9714.0 1970
237.7 2.3 885.1 4238.6
154.1 4.8 42.4 4348.7 1901
271.4 1.4 301.3 4426.3 1961
, 2009; International Energy Agency, 2009
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