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The Development of Geopark Ecotourism in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau:
A Case Study of the Kanbula National Geopark
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Abstract: Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is one of the tourism hotspots in the world, and geopark has become a new
luminescent spot in the development of regional tourism. Up till August 2009, Qinghai-Tibet Plateau had built 17
national geoparks. Qinghai and Tibet constitute the main body of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. With the Kanbula
National Geopark of Qinghai as an example, this paper has analyzed the basic conditions for the development of
tourism products in the park, proposed 6 principles for the development of ecotourism product, i.e., environmental
protection and sustainable development, people's livelihood, basing the foothold on the park’s reality and taking
the market as the development orientation, the cultivation of characteristic high-quality products, the community
participation, and the development by joint efforts both from China and abroad. The geopark diversified
ecotourism system is composed of 5 kinds of products, namely sightseeing, leisure holiday summer travel,
scientific investigation and science popularization, sports tourism, and religious tourism.
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Fig.1 Sketch map showing the location of the Kanbula National Geopark in regional transport network
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Table 1 The classification and evaluation of tourism resources in the Kanbula National Geopark
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Fig. 2 The distribution of major attractions in the Kanbula National Geopark
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Table 2 Ecotourism product system of the Kanbula National Geopark
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