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STRUCTURAL AND SEDIMENTARY FEATURES
OF TWO TYPES OF MESOZOIC CONTINENTAL
" MARGIN IN SOUTHERN XIZANG (TIBET)

Gao Yanlin and Tang Yaoqing

(Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences)

Abstract

Two major types of late Mesozoic continental margin can be distinguished
in southern Xizang., Qne is the Pacific-type (active) continental margin
characterized by a typical trench-arc system at the northern side of the
Yarlung Zangbo suture,and the other is the Atlantic-type (stable) continental
margin characterized by continental shelf —slope -rise at the southern side,
Their structural and sédimentary anits are differnt, as shown in the follow-

ing table;

Unit

. First-order Second-order
Region .
i Pacific—tybg_s 6. back-arc basin
continental margin 5, intermediate-arc bain
North in Eurasian or 4, island arc (high T/P belt)
' Gangdise plate 3, fore-arc trough
' v 2, fore-arc basin
" 1, trench (?) subduction zone
Yarlung 7
Zangbo Ophiolite zone; remnant block of the Tethys
fracture
Atlantic-type 1. continental rise (high P/T belt")'
South continental margin 2, contiental slope
' . below
in Indian plate 3, continental shelf {
upper

4, continental nucleus

This paper further discusses the characteristics of sedimentary, forma-
tions,tectonic deformation and evolution history of either enviroment accord-
ing to the data of stratigraphic, sedimentary facies, paleontolozy, paleo-

magnetism and isotope geochronology,



