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Fig- 1 Distribution of Late Cretaceous basins
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The age of the Late Cretaceous red beds
in southwestern Henan province

FENG Zu‘jiel, ZHOU Shi‘quanz, and LI Zhan"yang3
(1. Dept- of Geography, Nanmyang Teachers School of Henan, Nanyang, 473061, China; 2. No- 4
Geological Survey Party, Henan Bureau of Geology and Mineral Exploration and Development, Nanyang,
4730565 3. Institute of Archaeology and Cultural Relics of Henan Province, Zhengzhou, 450006)

Abstract. Southwestern Henan province is located in Henan and near its border with Shanxi and
Hubei provinces- In this area there are a series of nearly parallel downfaulted basins: such as the
Liguanqiao, Taohe, Xixia, Xiaguan and Wulichuan basins, which formed in the process of
transformation of the tectonic mechanism during the post-orogenic stage of the Qinling orogenic
belt - Terrigenous clastic red sediments 1 000~4 000 m thick are deposited in the basin- Based
on the fossil dinosaur eggs. charophytes, sporo-pollen, ostracods and dinosaur skeletons as well
as isotopic ages, the age of the red beds in these basins are assigned to Late Cretaceous, and the
red beds of each basin are subdivided-

Key words: red beds; dinosaur eggs; charophytes; sporo-pollen; ostracods; Late Cretaceous:

southwestern Henan



