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Abstract: Abundant brachiopods (Nanorthis cf. hamburgensis (Walcott)) have been collected from the Sanchakou area,
northern Qiangtang, and according to the fossils the authors erect a new Early Ordovician lithostratigraphic unit—Sanchakou
Formation, which is the lowest horizon controlled by fossils in the Qiangtang region at present. The further determination of
the unconformable contact relationships between the Middle —Late Devonian Lazhulong Formation and its underlying Silurian
and Ordovician has prove the affinity between the northern Qiangtang—Qamdo plate and the Yangtze plate. This provides im-
portant evidence for the determination of the nature of the Qiangtang—Qamdo plate.
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Fig.1 Geological map of the Sanchakou area, Rutog County, Tibet
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Fig.2 Stratigraphic section of the Early Ordovician Sanchakou Formation in

the Sanchakou area, Rutog County, Tibet
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the Mid—Late Devonian Lazhulong Formation and
its underlying Early Ordovician Sanchakou
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