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Abstract: The United States Geological Survey has a history of more than 130 years, BS the key to its enduring development is to
make the changing needs of the country and society serve as the basis of survival. Quantified analysis of its research papers in GeoRef
database since 1970 shows that United States Geological Survey’s scientific research experienced a major turning point in 1990. At
the beginning of the 1990s, the number of papers began to increase significantly instead of being stagnant, and since then, a complete
system of discipline has been formed and the integrity of disciplines has kept stable all the time; the research work has shifted from the
resource—based supply type to environment—based demand type; in addition, nine key disciplines which were identified based on the
degree of discipline continuity have started a relatively stable development trend since 1990; hydrogeology and environmental geolo-
gy perhaps is still the focus in future; the clear shift of research focus can be found through keyword—based hotspot analysis and the
development of key disciplines.
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i s il P i e /%
1 HERYH: 13.09 12 X Jsf 3.18
2 HhER A 10.62 13 AR Hb 2.76
3 R H 8.85 14 17 2 2.26
4 I 8.85 15 T T 2.19
5 A 8.21 16 Mg 1.98
6 PR 7.50 17 b AR 1.98
7 REUA b T2 6.65 18 R YES 127
8 g3t 2 4.95 19 BeABTE RHA 1.06
9 i 2 4.95 20 WY 0.64
10 i b B 2 4.60 21 T+ 0.50
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i Ei teilve  FE s Le151/% e s R e e FrelE
1 PR A 18.31 12 ETES 3.02 1 KSR 1.00 12 ERIEGEINGES 0.87
2 TR SCHb 2 13.36 13 A7 R Hb g 2.63 2 MBEHLESE S 0.98 13 AR Hb 0.87
3 HiERfbAE 9.92 14 T T2 2.51 3 IR 0.98 14 Hh AR 0.82
4 HuERY) B 6.89 15 T AR 2.32 4 WA 0.96 15 eSS 0.80
5 HbE 2 6.25 16 DX 3l b = 2.16 5 BERMLEY 0.96 16 b AR 0.76
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9 a3 5 4.53 20 W 0.51 9 XEMbFEY: 091 20 W 0.69
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