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SPLENDOUR OF THE YANGTZE GORGES

Zhang Lisheng
(Chengdu Institute of Geology and Mineral Resources ,610082)

Abstract

The Yangtze Gorges are magnificent, mystical ones with a long civilization and fine
scenery, having always enjoyed the reputation of being “Natural — Historical Picture Gallery”
and “Natural Geological Museum”and being one of the world — famous tourist attractions. The
Yangtze River was formed 30 — 40 Ma ago. The Yangtze Gorges have attributed to intensive
erosion due to neotectonism, karstification and the Yangtze Rive's strong incision since the Qua-
ternary. There are {ine and mystical natural landscapes and rich and colourful artificial land-
scapes in the Yangtze Gorges. According to the genesis, the natural landscapes may be divided
into gorge landscape, karst landscape and landslide — rockfall landscape. The scenery in the
Yangtze Gorges is as beatutiful as a picture. The legend of the Yangtze Gorges is rich in mysti-
cal colour. The civilization of the Yangtze Gorges is splendid and glorious The historic sites of
the Yangtze Gorges are of world renown scenic spots in the Yangtze Gorges which are depicted
briefly in the paper are as follows :a beautiful mountain city — Chongqing, a wonder under water
— ancient Fuling hydormetric station, a wonder in architecture — Shibao Stockade, one of scenic
spots and historical sites in the Yangtze Gorges — majestic and spirited Tiansheng Town, Wanx-
ian, a wonderful scenery in Sichuan — The Temple of Zhang Fei, a historically famous town —
Baidicheng, Fengjie, magnificent Kuimen — Qutang Gorge, a site of ancient cultural remains —
Daxi, “potted landscape gorges” — Little Yangtze Gorges, a deep and quiet picture gallery —
Wuxia Gorge, Qu Yuan’s hometown — Zigui, dangerous shoal with a torrent surging ahead —
Xiling Gorge, a man — made lake appearing in the deep gorges — the Yangtze Gorge Dam, cave
world — Sanyou Cave and Baima Cave and the pride of the nation — Gezhou Dam.
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