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Petrogenesis and Geological Significance of the Adi Keyh A-type Rhyolite in Central Eritrea.
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Abstract: Eritrea, located in the northern of the Eastern African Rift System (EARS), is featured with rich
Cenozoic volcanic activites that are neglected by geologists. The Adi Keyh rhyolite, developed in central
Eritrea, is confirmed to form at 26.07+0.18 Ma during Oligocene by Zircon LA-ICP-MS U-Pb isotope dating.
After geochemical analysis, the rhyolite samples are regarded as high-K calc-alkaline series characterized
by high SiO, (72.97% - 73.53%), high ALK (8.94% - 9.12%), and rich potassium (K,O/Na,0=1.15 - 1.18).
They are enriched in Th, La, Ce, Nd and Zr, but depleted in Ba, Sr, P and Ti, with high Zr+Nb+Ce+Y and
10000xGa/Al values. They are also rich in LREE with strong negative Eu anomaly. The Hf-Sr isotopic content of
thyolite are high positive gy(t) (+12.0 - +20.4) and low (*’Sr/*’Sr), (0.70424~0.70477). Geochemical features and Hf-
Sr isotopic composition indicate that the Adi Keyh rhyolite is categorized as A,-type intraplate rhyolite, which may
be the product of partial melting of the juvenile mafic lower crust wit the tectonic setting of lithosphere extension
triggered by the Afar mantle plume during the EARS Rift in Oligocene.
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Fig. 1 The Cenozoic volcanic rocks in NE African (a) (after Abbate et al., 2014) and geological map of the Adi Keyh in Central Eritrea
(b) (after Chen K X et al., 2013)
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Fig. 2 Hand specimen and micrographs of the Adi Keyh Rhyolite in Central Eritrea
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Fig. 3 Zircon CL images of the Adi Keyh Rhyolite in Central Eritrea
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x2 BB BETHE Adi Keyh U EEE (wt.% ) . WEMHEL (x10°) TEZMXER
Table 2 Major oxides (wt.%) and Trace elements (ppm) of the Adi Keyh Rhyolite in Central Eritrea

5 KB1901-h01 KB1901-h02 KB1901-h03 KB1901-h04 KB1901-h05
Si0, 73.10 72.97 73.06 73.10 73.53
ALO, 12.66 12.64 12.48 12.35 12.56
TiO, 0.20 0.22 0.19 0.20 0.19
Fe,0, 3.52 3.65 3.54 3.75 2.62
FeO 0.33 0.28 0.55 0.29 0.71
FeO" 3.50 3.56 373 3.66 3.07
MnO 0.09 0.09 0.19 0.18 0.09
MgO 0.093 0.103 0.080 0.103 0.093
Ca0 0.09 0.21 0.10 0.10 0.12
Na,0 420 4.18 420 4.10 420
K,0 4.92 4.92 481 4.84 4.88
P,0; 0.057 0.056 0.056 0.057 0.057
etk 0.73 0.69 0.61 0.89 0.82
ME 99.99 100.00 99.88 99.96 99.88
Na,0+K,0 9.12 9.10 9.01 8.94 9.08
K,0/Na,0O 1.17 1.18 1.15 1.18 1.16
Fe0'/ MgO 37.62 34.59 46.67 35.57 33.01
A/NK 1.03 1.03 1.03 1.03 1.03
A/CNK 1.02 1.00 1.01 1.01 1.01
Li 16.1 16.3 14.9 17.5 17.0
Be 4.86 493 5.41 5.55 471
Se 8.40 8.34 8.30 7.68 7.81
v 3.59 5.81 257 3.69 223
Cr 478 6.06 14.9 5.12 5.52
Co 0.42 0.36 1.80 2.20 0.44
Ni 2.76 332 3.76 4.96 3.18
Ga 229 229 23.5 233 23.1
Rb 922 95.6 88.7 92.6 91.2
Sr 9.09 11.8 11.1 10.3 10.5
Y 108 76.1 922 97.8 922
Ir 1400 1180 1180 1190 1290
Nb 90.6 103.0 88.9 89.2 88.7
Cs 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.19
Ba 199 198 228 240 176
La 180 145 165 165 165
Ce 386 329 350 375 382
Pr 484 37.0 443 45.1 454
Nd 171 132 145 146 146
Sm 27.0 23.0 24.9 25.3 25.2
Eu 245 2.04 225 224 217
Gd 234 19.2 21.9 22.1 22.0
Th 3.72 2.96 3.36 3.41 3.38
Dy 21.1 16.8 19.0 19.3 18.9
Ho 4.26 3.30 3.74 3.85 3.74
Er 11.8 9.32 10.5 10.9 10.5
Tm 1.93 1.52 1.67 1.73 1.66
Yh 12.6 10.4 11.5 11.7 11.4
Lu 1.85 1.52 1.68 1.68 1.64
Hf 25.4 237 227 21.0 233
Ta 495 5.02 4.92 4.95 5.14
Ph 19.3 26.7 134 18.8 18.1
Th 19.4 16.6 16.4 16.4 17.2
U 2.64 2.10 1.97 431 2.62
LREE 814.85 668.04 731.45 758.64 765.77
HREE 188.66 141.12 165.55 172.47 165.42
S REE 1003.51 809.16 897.00 931.11 931.19
LREE/HREE 432 473 442 4.40 4.63
La/Sm 6.67 6.30 6.63 6.52 6.55
Gd/Yh 1.86 1.85 1.90 1.89 1.93
Lay/Yby 10.25 10.00 10.29 10.12 10.38
5 Eu 0.30 0.30 0.29 0.29 0.28

d Ce 1.01 1.10 1.00 1.07 1.08
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ALO; & i H 12.35%~12.66% (3 {H 12.54%), 4
1% % A/CNK & 1.00~1.02(}4 {8 1.01),A/NK K
1.03~1.03(HI{H 1.03), J& 5514 5 5 A (€] 5¢).5
FHRE G A 5 2k (FeO'=3.50%~3.73%) . K X 22 £
(Mg0=0.08%~0.103%) Fl %5 (Ca0=0.09%~0.21%)
(/)45 4., FeO'/MgO 1 HLAE Sl 33.01~46.67, J& T4k

Adi Keyh i 80 %4 1) SREE 4 809.16 x 10°~
1003.51 x 10°, - ¥ 24 914.4 x 10°, it & T #b 5%
S {H(117.98 x 10°) (Taylor and Mclennan,
1981),LREE 2} 668.04 x 10°~814.85 x 10°, *F-14 1y
747.75 x 10°, HREE & 141.12 x 10°~188.66 x 10°,
-1k 166.64 x 10° . LREE/HREE W 4.32~4.73, *F-
I 4.49 M 1 IR ERRL A bR E IR BC 43 i S i Ak
4167, LREE & %, HREE A%} 75 #, 2 La/Sm F1
Gd/Yb A 4350 6.30~6.67 Fil 1.85~1.93, 4%
Fs Lo R AR B A EE AR R B 2 (4] 6a); Bu B 57
RS (8 Eu=0.28~0.30, 3424 0.29), il £ 18
R R R A T KA 14 o3 S s A Rl B

.
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Fig. 5 Major element diagrams of the Adi Keyh Rhyolite in Central Eritrea

(a) K iligs TAS 402 ORI Le Maitre, 1989 ); (b) K,0-Si0,

i (IR Peccerillo nad Taylor, 1976 );(c) A/NK=A/CNK [ fi#

(JRAEHE Maniar and Piccoli. 1989 );(d) FeOT/( MgO+ FeOT)—SiOZ [ i (- Frost et al., 2001 ).
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] 6b) R, A& Th.La.Ce Nd Zr JTGE,
HEf7 45t Ta Nb, 55545451 Ba.Sr.P.Ti JLEK.
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3.4 &F Sr RIS EFHE

ARG T 5 HHRECA 4 Sr [
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(FRUEALAEHE Sun and McDonough, 1989 )

Fig. 6 Chondrite—normalized REE patterns (a) and primitive mantle—

normalized trace element spider diagrams (b) of the Adi Keyh Rhyo—

lite in Central Eritrea (The chondrite and PM normalizing values are from Sun and McDonough, 1989)

ng(t)

13 19 21

15 17
elll’(t)

g
?ﬁﬁ@%

10 20 30 40 5

. §
B X .Q\
BROREL B A »&ﬁ“\&&»
= <
-10 T f T T
0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500
15 (Ma)

& 7 JET A B A Adi Keyh W SUEf 7 HE [ R K i
Fig. 7 Hf isotope diagrams for the Adi Keyh Rhyolite in Central Eritrea
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®3 EHFETHE Adi Keyh ROUSEEA Hf B E S
Table 3 Lu-Hf isotopic compositions of zircons from the Adi Keyh Rhyolite in Central Eritrea

Jenss THEHE 1o "Ww/THE 1o YWTHE 1o 4ERR Ma) £4(0) £w(®  thw tow fmr
KB1901-h04 — 1 0.283157 0.000018 0.004228 0.000028 0.153201 0.001475  26.2 136 141 145 178 -0.87
KB1901-h04 - 2 0.283319 0.000024 0.007135 0.000007 0.302282 0.000978  26.6 193 198 -118 -142 -0.79
KB1901-h04 — 3 0.283330 0.000022 0.010379 0.000031 0.425279 0.000645  26.4 197 201 -154 -162 -0.69
KB1901-h04 —4 0.283212 0.000017 0.005192 0.000007 0.191285 0.000127 26 156 160 61 69 -0.84
KB1901-h04 — 5 0.283177 0.000016 0.004103 0.000041 0.148655 0.001634  26.6 143 148 114 138 -0.88
KB1901-h04 — 6 0.283182 0.000018 0.005048 0.000012 0.183104 0.000184  26.1 145 150 109 130 -0.85
KB1901-h04 -7 0.283251 0.000023 0.008095 0.000022 0.328764 0.001066 26 169 174 =2 -5 -0.76
KB1901-h04 — 8 0.283256 0.000020 0.005818 0.000039 0.231396 0.001213  25.9 7.1 176  -10 -17 -0.82
KB1901-h04 -9 0.283179 0.000019 0.004559 0.000048 0.167998 0.001667  25.7 144 149 113 135 -086
KB1901-h04 — 10 0.283191 0.000022 0.006479 0.000019 0.240987 0.000437  26.2 148 153 99 113 -0.80
KB1901-h04 — 11 0.283199 0.000017 0.004950 0.000021 0.186634 0.001204  25.9 151 156 82 96  -0.85
KB1901-h04 — 12 0.283297 0.000023 0.008284 0.000012 0.352018 0.001096  25.7 185 190 -8 -96 -0.75
KB1901-h04 — 13 0.283168 0.000018 0.003653 0.000045 0.135660 0.001961  25.7 140 145 126 156 -0.89
KB1901-h04 — 14 0.283162 0.000018 0.004435 0.000063 0.171413 0.002964 26 13.8 143 139 169 -0.87
KB1901-b04 — 15 0.283149 0.000020 0.004114 0.000040 0.155568 0.001750  25.8 133 138 158 195 -0.88
KB1901-h04 — 16 0.283238 0.000019 0.005804 0.000043 0.244285 0.002171 26 165 169 20 19 -083
KB1901-h04 — 17 0.283130 0.000019 0.003562 0.000022 0.133011 0.001229  26.3 127 132 183 231 -0.89
KB1901-h04 — 18 0.283335 0.000025 0.008209 0.000022 0.322047 0.000258  26.2 199 204 -151 -174 -0.75
KB1901-h04 - 19 0.283285 0.000025 0.008066 0.000028 0.334484 0.001528  26.1 181 186 -62 -74 -0.76
KB1901-h04 - 20 0.283162 0.000017 0.003532 0.000003 0.128965 0.000225 27 13.8 143 134 167 -0.89
KB1901-h04 — 21 0.283322 0.000022 0.007360 0.000010 0.303549 0.000835 26 195 199 -125 -148 -0.78
KB1901-h04 — 22 0.283096 0.000017 0.002793 0.000014 0.102765 0.000737  26.2 114 120 232 299 -0.92
KB1901-h04 - 23 0.283197 0.000021 0.003914 0.000022 0.147666 0.001172  26.1 150 155 83 99  -0.88

TE e (O)={[( "B HE) (" Lo/ HE), x (e = DY(HE T HD g, o= ( 7L/ H ) x (2711} x 100005ty =1/ N x Inf1+ [(°HE7HE)—
(]76Hf/]77Hf)r1M] / [(mLU/I77HDS_(176L‘1/l77Hf)n\1]};th:tm\n_(tn\n_t)[(frtc_fs)/(ftArt_fnm)]§fl ||lHl‘:(176LU/177H{)$/(176Hf/]77Hf)(AHLR_l; fou— 77 15 L fumr R
KIEHITE £, (85 f= £pes t= FESDIEBNHA] 5 7L/ HE )g FICHETHE ) S SRR 5 (7 L/ "HD) gy =0.0332; (7°HE " HI) gy, =0.282772
( Blichert=Toft and Albar & de, 1997 ), ("Lu/""Hf),y =0.0384; ("*HI/ 7"HE),,, =0.28325; A =1.865 x 107"'y™'( Griffin et al., 2000 )

R4 EaEETHEE Adi Keyh 402 Sr B ESHER

Table 4 Sr isotopic compositions of the Oligocene rhyolite in Central Eritrea

FE D t(Ma) Rb(ppm) Sr(ppm) Rb/*Sr 1Sr/%Sr 20 (¥'St/*sr),
KB1901-h01 26 922 9.09 29.3708 0.715484 0.000010 0.70464
KB1901-h02 26 95.6 11.8 23.4598 0.713288 0.000006 0.70463
KB1901-h03 26 88.7 11.1 23.1393 0.713255 0.000009 0.70471
KB1901-h04 26 926 103 26.0329 0.713853 0.000003 0.70424
KB1901-h05 26 91.2 10.5 25.1510 0.714061 0.000010 0.70477

0 ESEC (7SS, =St S~ (TRbSr)s x (eM'=1); N =1.42 x 107y st ARFRESLTE B AYAERS

418 B AT PRI H R I TG K B A A (> 760 9C),
H LT B B I TC K7 N R AE (Loiselle and
4.1 HAHEH Wones, 1979; S48 J645 , 2007; K4, 2012), &

A RUGBCE AR TR 1 5 CIERE I A7 %2 @& 19 Si0,.Na,0+K,0.FeO'/MgO Hl £ {1k
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CaO &, §4 Ga.Zr.Nb.Ta.Y.Ce.F.REE &0 8 A MW -4A % 5 (Loiselle and Wones , 1979:;

K, 710 Ba Ml Sro WA A 2R |, A BUSRSCH AT L
JER RS, R BE AR L 590 - vEAS R L 55
R ECA VT LA 1998),

AdiKeyh it & %5 H A & & M i & &=
(Si0,=72.97%~73.53%), P,05 % it 1% 1% (0.056%~
0.057%), A/CNK FLAB AL 4K (1.00~1.02) (¢ 2),
R D& 80 ) A, FEAHERR S AR 80U 1)
Al BE. [R5}, A A B (K,0/Na,0=1.15~1.18) ., 4%
Ji (FeO'=3.50%~3.73%) %5t B i AN W] F 1 A3 4
OO /N RE AR 2009) . HE B (ALK Y18 9.05%)
H# + 0K (REE #4118 914.39 x 10°), 27 ALO,(¥)
{H 12.54%) F1 Sr(FIH 10.56 x 10°) Z2 45 4F 5 A 1Y

Whalen et al., 1987; 5K, 2012) A5 10000 x Ga/Al
N 3.42~3.58, ¥ KT 2.6; Zr+Nb+Ce+Y Jy 1688.1 x
10°~1984.6 x 10, LK F 350 x 10° AT B A F A1
FERUH R b (] 8D, 78 A FUR S0 X 8.
B Ti SR T S A4S AR R E S 795°C,
5 0 A B B TR R R PR Z8 T IR, Adi
Keyh ECANET A BURSCS .
4.2 A

A B BUA AT RE TR AL ) = 2 e 5 s
WG IRA (Yang J H et al., 2006) W& %
I 45 0 5 (Eby, 1992) A K Hl5¢ 9 5 3 4 45
(Skjerlie and Johnston, 1992; Patifio Douce, 1997) =

1000 10000
(a) (b
A

100 | & 1000 | A ®
= S
Z N

10 ¢ 100 |

1&S
1&S
1 10
! 10000xGa/Al 10 1 10000xGa/Al 10
1000 1000
(c) (d)

o100 t A 100 | A

g ¢ 5

S o = o
v 3 &
+ o

o, FG =
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~ 10 ¢ 10 |
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OGT
OGT
1 . L 1 " .
10 100 Zr+Nb+Ce+Y1000 10000 10 100, \bicery 1000 10000

8 JENLARHLE S Adi Keyh JiSCHZETIFEIfE (4 Sun and McDonough, 1989)
Fig. 8 Adi Keyh Rhyolite samples plotted in the discrimination diagrams for A~type granitoids( after Sun and McDonough, 1989 )
(a) Nb=10000 x Ga/A 1 & fi#t ; (b) Zr-10000 x Ga/A1 [Elfi# ; (c) (K,0+Na,0)/CaO—(Zr+Nb+Ce+Y) Ffi# ; (d) FeO'/MgO—(Zr+Nb+Ce+Y) I fi# ;
A-A BIREUE 1&S-1 LS S BURBUE  FG- Jr B SCE s OGT- ARAM500 M 1.S RURSCH .
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it o Adi Keyh it 80 FIAR A F R G005 T 1Y R AE 2
7, FLAR 2 BRI I o A AR, HEC S 3O Sr( 4
DRI LRI 4 HBR A 22 i iR e —, 5
FEME A AR A VR ™ A2 AR 435I [R5 28 R AE
(Griffin et al., 2002; Eiler, 20078 2 [ . AR, Hb
A IR A RAE AR A SO Adi Keyh TiACE A5
TR A A

8 P2 BT S i 0 3 R TR s BB
# (Patifio Douce, 1997), X 5L 7 FEHE Adi Keyh
TEUE TR R R AR IE A — 2. LA, Adi Keyh Jii
SUASMNEIE R BRI ERE , (BRI 2 LA 5
— RGP A T, X A A A A
A A B4 G B AN [F] (Litvinovsky et al.,
2002) . I H 41 A 3R A iR 8UA ok B g A
WA UL R OL | 2007) . R, Adi Keyh i
BUA MR A I 25 i o ST R AT REMEAS K

5T R, AS[R] H5E 40 5 R 3 o0 Hes RS T LAJE
A BIRECA , WA BT TRA (Collin et al., 1982,
TR Hiresk B AR DL B A SR i b (75 555
20215 Adi Keyh T SCA 551 5 TURAE, 45
ERIAZS T E Ot (Cr: 4.78 x 10°~14.90 x 10 Ni:
2.76 x 10°~4.96 x 10°.C0:0.36 x 10°~2.20 x 10°)
HINb/U. Ce/Pb HLE(FI{E 36.61 F1119.90)(Hofmann
et al., 1986)4%, Y545 I F AR BT RUA T M5 AlE il
)5 3% o Ak, Adi Keyh i 205 10 78 TiO,/MgO
FLAE (1.90~2.43) 55 (Na,0+K,0)/AL,0; HAE(0.72)
FIE Si0,(72.97%~73.53%) % it 25 5 JC K F #u 7%
B FR AT O3 s RO B 2 J S s — B (Skjerlie
and Johnston, 1992),

SEHROLAE (200738 H, HA IE & y(t) [ELUAE
B2 AR AR AR M PR 1, A A R
A 75 1 L b BR Ab 2 5 EAR 1T BB 3 2B SRk T b
T, B A BEER T M TR A Rl AT LA A A
RIS - Adi Keyh Jii8Us & () (HAE T Hil
MR AL LRI (1] 7b), St R Z ARG TE [(VSt/™Sr),
=0.70424~0.70477] ¥ & Hb 1 {E (Lindberg and
Eklund, 1988), Jf HA 8 5 19 K,0(4.81%~4.92%)
A2 JCE (Cr.Ni.Co) & 55, M35 /R HmTgE>
AR BEER T M ER A I Rl ) 2 B TR, Adi
Keyh Jit8CA AT BEIE LT 4<lE EARS Wit g 2 £

BR T 52 3070 1 il Adi Keyh i 207 9 MgO
WAL . Fe/Mg L E R, - HAX Ca, 551 i
Ba Al Sr, Bu 11 5 % 50, ML R X 28207 1 IR A2 B
T i, A AT AR AT A FR B A CF i
&, 2011; HifE5E, 2019),
43 HIBEEX

W FRI, A B SCA 1T B 2 TR A 5%
P it 55, 2012), 28 T K RIS | 5 Bl
DR P e e B — 2R 1) 5 fof ik Y 1740 40 s PR
(Whalen et al., 1996; Yang J H et al., 2006), it A
R S & H W R 15 500 81 BA A 2 hn s (5
FoCE  2007) oAt 50 AT 43R A B A0 b g
Je YRR 1 11 R S A R 11 EREE A R il
ZALT GA P, M B AR S R S (e
2007) o i i - 3 1L PR3 BT b 58 BBE AR T Hh
ST BT R o M il TR N A, TS (I
45 0019: Yan J M et al., 2019), AE3E 1113035 38 3 7%
WSS LA A, BURSCE (Yang ] H et
al., 2006).Adi Keyh it 80 5 14 £ & 76 Nb-Y Fl
Rb-(Yb+Ta) & i (5] 9a Fl b) H 35 78 A MR PN X 35,
F6 8 AR INFREE =W F H, FEAR R Y/ND HUAE N
0.74~1.19, ¥ /N F 1.2, 7£ Nb-Y-Ce F1 Yb/Ta-Y/Nb
I 1] oc T L7 A A, BURSCE DX, i
HHHEJE T A, BN LRSS (Yang J H et al., 2006) .
BEAE FF45E (2018 7E 45 EARS 1938 B4 J e
R b 2= R R B, R XN IR BUE TE ALO:-
Si0, M 5 [ H 95 A 44 + i i B T A # v
IREEN, B R HIE BT Rl AR L PR B A S
B f1 LA-ICP-MS U-Pb & 445 (26.1 £ 0.2 Ma),
AU E Adi Keyh Hi X IR SCA A #THT AR ) 255K
TGS

b2 BT ) 3k 3 5 5 (Ritsema et al., 1999)
HAC A G 8 (George et al., 1998) L K f + o0&
3Rk 2 (Schilling, 1973) 25 FH8 2 B, MG Hr it
(~45 M)LK, RAbARHBIX 2807 T b Bt bl P
ZALT A AR KPE B T S Bl AR (kRS
2018), JE R T B ZE AR = %) EARS, I ISR
KL A AR JE 7 4 O A Adi Keyh Hb
X LA - BCE W A G AR A
EARS 89 K 1A A AR o 45 A HUCA AR I, AR SC
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INHIZILBCA IR S EARS b #E 76 s k.
HAR, R T — I e 2 AT 1 3h S 2
EARS JE B A E S ( George et al., 1998; Ebinger
and Sleep , 1998; Meshesha and Shinjo, 2008),1H 2
— AP IR R L T T VS A AR AL
VIR 3 = R BT XA 32~25Ma 22 [0 gt

FEIE Bl RO [t my BTk g A% (Schilling, 1973)7,
Bl JE IXBEE A A TE AL B BE(26~12 Ma),
25 LRI WO EARS 2445 BTy b At % 2h5 |
BT AAEE, SEE R T e A B Adi
Keyh HiIX 19 A BUREUE
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Fig. 9 Tectonic discrimination diagrams of the Adi Keyh Rhyolite in Central Eritrea (after Pearce et al., 1984 and Yang J H et al., 2006)
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