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Abstract: A direct determination of trace elements in stream sediment samples by laser ablation-inductively
coupled plasma mass spectrometry ( LA-ICPMS ) with Li, B, O, fusion glass sample preparation was developed.
The low abundance isotope of lithium ( °Li ) in the flux was selected as internal standard. The effects of homoge-
nization of fusion glasses and the flux blank on the analytical signals were discussed. Multi-standard calibration
was used with fusion stream sediment reference glasses to quantify the trace elements in sediment samples. The
proposed method has been applied to the direct analysis of trace elements in National Standard Reference Materi-
als and stream sediment samples. The analytical results are in good agreement with certified values and those
from conventional ICPMS determinations.
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Table 1  Operating conditions of LA-ICPMS
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SR WREH 2R W (E
S 2R 1150 W BOGHEK  Nd: YAG 266 nm
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Table 2 Determination of elements in Li, B, 0, flux blank

wy/(pgg™") wy/(pg-g™")
TEE B TR R
LRI AHE BRI W E AL
Be 9 4.55 4.43 Pr 141 ND 0.0074
Sc 45 0.86 0.88 Nd 146 ND 0.017
\ 51 1.43 1.53 Sm 147 ND 0.0094
Cr 53 2.36 2.42 Fu 151 ND 0.0064
Co 59 0.43 0.40 Gd 157 ND 0.011
Ni 60 0.46 0.48 Th 159 ND 0.0054
Cu 65 ND 0.021 Dy 161 ND 0.0058
Zn 66 1.22 1.27 Ho 165 ND 0.0043
Ga 71 ND 0.037 Er 166 ND 0.0025
Rb 85 ND 0.016 Tm 169 ND 0.0043
St 88 0.85 0.88 Yb 172 ND 0.0026
Y 89 ND 0.017 Lu 175 ND 0.0017
Zr 91 0.049 0.035 Hf 178 ND 0.0086
Nb 93 ND 0.0048 Ta 181 ND 0.016
Cs 133 ND 0.0010 Ph 208 2.88 2.64
Ba 135 ND 0.0037 Th 232 ND 0.0018
La 139 0.83 0.78 U 238 ND 0.0011
Ce 140 ND 0.013
@ ND FnAki il o

2.4 IR

FEEE 1 TAR AR PE TR RAEHOL A bt 425
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Table 3  Detection limits of the method

e LD/_] i L,)/_l i Ln/_]
(ng-g™ ') (ng-g™ ') (ng-g™ ")
Sc 316 Nb 57.6 Ho 40.2
Vv 341 Cs 442 Er 67.0
Cr 974 Ba 263 Tm 32.7
Co 144 La 27.5 Yb 139
Ni 305 Ce 54.2 Lu 22.8
Cu 153 Pr 24.3 Hf 175
Zn 457 Nd 132 Ta 28.2
Ga 178 Sm 154 Pb 328
Rb 115 Eu 48.7 Th 37.4
Sr 35.8 Gd 238 U 41.6
Y 41.9 Th 29.4
Zr 7.3 Dy 137
— 173 —
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Table 4 Analytical results of elements in National

Standard Reference stream sediment samples

wy/(pg g™ )

- Tkt GBW 07304 GBW 07306 GBW 07309
TEOM Tl mel wEl foRl WEl
Se 45 17.4(3.84)15.4+1.6 16.5(2.41) 172 10.9(2.45)11.1+0.8
Vo 51 121.3(5.43) 118 9 149(2.95) 142+12 95.2(3.72) 97+8
Cr 53 78.6(9.58) 819 184(5.67) 190+24 89.6(4.8) 8510
Co 59 18.2(9.01) 18+3 26.8(10.34) 24.4+3 13.5(6.69)14.4+1.8
Ni 60 41.4(7.47) 40+5 83.1(8.29) 78+7 30..8(6.43) 324
Cu 65 37(5.12) 374 378(10.11) 38318 32.2(8.29) 32.1+3
Zn 66 108(1.62) 10115 136(7.69) 14410 81.1(4.44) 78+5
Ga 71 20.8(2.86)20.5+1.5 15.1(5.21) 16.7+0.8 16.2(8.47) 14+0.9
Rb 85 138(6.74) 13010 110(6.46) 107+8 78.6(6.92) 80x4
Sr 88 138(6.54) 142+18  270(9.53) 26628 158(2.98) 166 +14
Y 89 25.7(3. 15) 26 +4 23.1(3.1) 20+3 28.9(3.02) 27+=3
Zr 91  182(5. 188 +16 172(2.24) 17012 375(1.86) 370 £31
Nb 93 18.2(3. 63) 18 +4 11.8(7.08) 12+5 17.204.65) 18=3
Cs 133 10.2(5.63) 101 0.24(4.86) 9.1+1.4 5.4(7.04) 5.1+1.0
Ba 135 491(1.22) 470+60  318(1.32) 33040 40(2.16) 430 £27
La 139 41.8(0.82) 40zx9 39.2(1.26) 398 52.4(2.37) 40zx4
Ce 140 79.1(2.82) 78 +4 67.102.55) 68+8 76.2(0.52) 78+9
Pr 141 9.27(5.87) 9.3+1.3 8.51(3.1) 8.4+0.6 9.42(3.01) 9.2+0.9
Nd 146 30.5(2.3) 32:4 32.8(2.68) 33+6 35.7(2.62) 34z3
Sm 147 6.74(4.62) 6.2+0.5 5.88(3.75) 5.6+0.6 6.08(2.29) 6.3+0.5
Fu 151 1.28(8.68)1.31+0.13 1.51( 11.29)1.5+0.13 1.35(4.78)1.33 +0.09
Gd 157 4.68(6.28) 5+0.8 5.45(5.51) 5.5+0.9 5.41(6.35) 5.5+0.4
Th 159 0.91( 14.54)0.9 +0.16 0.68( 8.84)0.69 +0.15 0.88( 1.75)0.87 +0. 13
Dy 161 4.62(7.98) 4.6+0.4 3.82(06.25) 3.8+10 5.22(2.4) 5.1+0.3
Ho 165 0.92(8.21) 1+0.2  0.82(9.08)0.76 £0.12 0.92( 1.04)0.96 +0.08
Er 166 2.6(7.27) 2.5+0.4 2.23(12.92)2.2+0.5 2.82(12.08)2.8+0.3
Tm 169 0.46(7.09)0.46 +0.05 0.36(3.53)0.35+0.07 0.46( 6.65)0.44 +0.09
Yb 172 3.02(5.86) 2.9+0.4 2.21(4.85) 2.1+0.4 2.91(2.35) 2.8+0.4
lu 175 (g:ﬂ) 0.47:0.13 &.3967) 0.340.08 (Z:g) 06(_)3(5)4*
Hf 178 5.83(3.61) 5.8+1.2 5.01(6.48) 4.9+1.3 9.37(2.52) 9.7 1.6
Ta 181 1.56(3.56) 1.4+0.1 0.77(7.94)0.75+0.08 1.14(4.11) 1.3 0.2
Pb 208 34(1.9) 307 28.1(2.54) 27+5 22.8(3.36) 234
Th 232 15.3(3.58)14.6+1.4 8.89(4.8) 9+2.9 11.8(5.16)12.4+1.0
U 238 2.48(7.32)2.6+0.6 2.38(10.64) 2.4+0.5 2.51(14.53)2.6+0.6
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Table 5 Analytical results of elements in National Reference stream sediment samples
by LA-ICPMS and solution nebulizer ICPMS wy/(pg-g™t)
— GBW 07321 GBW 07322 GBW 07323 GBW 07324 GBW 07325 GBW 07326 GBW 07327 GBW 07328
e oG WREL SOLMI EREN SO EREL ORI ERE L ORI ERE L BOCH RIS RO RS BotR wREA
Be 9 - 2.2 - 2.5 - 2.34 - 2.14 - 2.16 - 2.48 - 2.8 - 3.58
Sc 45 10.4(4.49) 9.75 12.0(6.17) 11.7 10.3(6.33) 11.2 6.75(3.21) 6.56 8.91(7.36) 8.44 11.4(3.44) 10.9 7.14(4.31) 7.45 7.95(6.92) 7.91
V.51 81.3(2.07) 79.5 98.8(2.11) 97.6 106(4.11) 102 52.8(1.67) 51.3 52.2(4.57) 52.9 80.2(2.74) 81.7 42.0(7.10) 44.2 45.1(3.91) 48.5
Cr 53 46.6(4.30) 45.2 67.4(4.12) 66.9 90.3(4.79) 95.8 35.1(3.49) 35.8 34.8(6.79) 36.4 140(4.22) 146 49.7(6.65) 44.8 46.6(15.19) 48.6
Co 59 54.003.13) 51.6 15.7(3.05) 15.8 15.5(3.36) 15.5 6.57(4.92) 6.66 11.7(5.71) 11.4 12.1(3.66) 12.2 13.4(7.59) 14.1 14.2(47.27) 10.2
Ni 60 53.4(2.77) 55.5 34.5(5.73) 32.5 47.8(5.36) 46.2 17.3(5.06) 16.3 24.5(9.09) 22.8 72.9(6.11) 72.3 28.6(6.41) 27.7 16.9(6.24) 16.7
Cu 65 5372(2.65) 5381 36.3(4.96) 36.3 37.2(5.87) 36.1 14.2(7.54) 16.2 23.7(10.41) 21.3 28.6(3.52) 27.4 232(1.00) 232 21.1(12.55) 23.3
Zn 66 703(1.90) 688  77.9(1.27) 77.3 165(5.27) 163 49.3(1.93) 49.7 83.5(7.66) 86.6 84.9(2.99) 81.2 103(2.63) 105 57.9(3.38) 54.3
Ga 71 12.8(2.22) 12.6 17.5(7.35) 17.1 16.2(2.42) 16.3 12.1(0.66) 12.1 12.3(3.09) 12.3 17.3(2.17) 17.1 12.5(3.99) 12.9 16.0(2.51) 15.5
Rb 85 91.7(2.64) 91.4 120(3.33) 115 116(5.79) 115 105(7.90) 107 102(7.45) 103 110(6.57) 117 133(5.24) 137 178(5.15) 184
St 88 328(1.16) 322 80.9(4.22) 75.4 58.8(5.12) 56.6 123(2.99) 121  139(3.52) 135 124(8.17) 115 202(2.70) 204 182(3.08) 173
Y 89 24.7(1.64) 24.8 26.6(4.47) 25.2 23.9(1.79) 23.6 22.8(1.78) 23.0 23.8(3.26) 23.9 32.6(2.72) 32.3 23.7(2.15) 23.1 26.8(3.06) 27.4
Zr 91 119(2.77) 122 199(5.95) 207 225(4.36) 224  221(2.61) 222 210(2.53) 212 293(2.67) 295 186(3.23) 188  240(3.18) 232
Nb 93 8.17(4.52) 8.24 15.5(4.56) 14.8 15.2(4.16) 15.4 16.1(2.10) 15.9 15.7(3.56) 15.8 15.8(2.94) 15.8 11.9(4.12) 11.9 13.1(3.34) 13.8
Cs 133 14.003.61) 14.3 9.29(2.02) 9.15 10.4(2.95) 10.7 7.75(2.56) 7.6 7.28(2.93) 7.3 12.2(4.62) 12.9 16.8(2.30) 17.0 17.2(6.26) 18.5
Ba 135 301(3.64) 312 402(2.62) 417  506(1.23) 511 361(3.25) 364  408(1.61) 408  486(1.57) 483  395(3.35) 405 457(2.32) 473
La 139 24.1(1.58) 24.7 38.3(1.72) 38.1 38.4(3.23) 37.1 34.9(1.58) 35.6 37.1(1.46) 37.7 47.8(5.81) 46.1 40.5(1.39) 40.8 48.2(3.62) 49.6
Ce 140 54.002.42) 54.5 71.1(3.86) 75.5 62.2(3.71) 66.8 72.5(1.69) 71.4 73.8(1.03) 73.2 88.7(5.51) 92.5 77.0(2.54) 77.0 96.4(3.76) 97.4
Pr 141 5.79(2.47) 5.57 7.69(2.37) 7.89 7.74(3.39) 7.75 7.59(2.88) 7.78 8.76(2.78) 8.36 10.2(6.78) 10.4 8.37(3.90) 8.54 10.7(5.01) 10.6
Nd 146 21.5(4.33) 22.4 30.203.30) 29.4 28.7(3.17) 28.4 27.5(2.31) 28.4 31.7(3.16) 30.1  43(2.67) 42.4 30.5(3.76) 30.0 36.7(4.82) 36.4
Sm 147 4.41(2.89) 4.59 5.86(2.74) 5.61 5.68(3.73) 5.61 5.90(4.97) 5.53 5.87(6.51) 5.51 7.56(3.26) 7.85 5.24(3.77) 5.43 6.97(4.00) 6.64
FEu 151 1.08(5.12) 1.12 1.24(3.23) 1.17 1.20(1.80) 1.20 0.90(3.84) 0.91 1.10(7.87) 1.08 1.57(7.55) 1.55 1.04(2.88) 1.02 1.01(6.74) 1.10
Gd 157 4.69(2.21) 4.59 4.83(1.29) 4.83 4.91(1.59) 4.85 4.54(2.31) 4.64 5.41(4.23) 5.08 6.41(4.74) 6.64 5.44(3.02) 5.19 6.07(6.73) 6.10
Th 159 0.71(1.20) 0.71  0.79(3.66) 0.76 0.77(3.37) 0.77 0.65(7.01) 0.68 0.79(3.32) 0.77 0.97(4.33) 0.99 0.77(2.57) 0.77 0.96(5.28) 0.9
Dy 161 3.96(3.19) 3.97 4.31(3.10) 4.29 4.72(4.88) 4.51 3.97(1.22) 4.04 4.65(3.52) 4.56 5.60(4.17) 5.61 4.34(4.16) 4.30 4.71(4.76) 4.64
Ho 165 0.80(1.34) 0.81 0.83(5.15) 0.89 0.97(4.50) 0.94 0.82(3.86) 0.83 0.93(4.82) 0.92 1.16(4.28) 1.14 0.77(2.76) 0.81 0.93(2.15) 0.96
Er 166 2.26(2.42) 2.29 2.54(2.64) 2.55 2.52(2.77) 2.63 2.26(4.93) 2.43 2.68(3.77) 2.63 3.62(5.74) 3.42 2.75(5.83) 2.47 2.53(5.58) 2.72
Tm 169 0.31(5.32) 0.32 0.37(3.87) 0.37 0.34(4.60) 0.37 0.34(4.32) 0.36 0.43(4.45) 0.39 0.53(6.91) 0.51 0.35(2.84) 0.35 0.36(11.08) 0.41
Yb 172 2.22(1.17) 2.23  2.54(2.19) 2.60 2.40(2.55) 2.50 2.25(4.17) 2.43 2.81(3.83) 2.67 3.49(1.18) 3.45 2.36(4.84) 2.43 2.43(5.17) 2.69
Lu 175 0.3203.23) 0.33  0.42(5.81) 0.41 0.41(2.06) 0.41 0.38(5.05) 0.38 0.43(1.86) 0.43 0.48(4.96) 0.51 0.35(4.34) 0.36 0.41(8.67) 0.47
Hf 178 3.83(8.91) 3.38 5.69(3.49) 5.57 6.37(3.36) 6.26 5.63(4.54) 5.86 5.32(3.79) 5.56 8.27(5.95) 8.37 5.27(3.57) 5.24 5.86(2.94) 6.07
Ta 181 0.60(3.82) 0.60 1.01(2.38) 1.01 1.14(2.43) 1.13 1.17(4.45) 1.25 1.17(5.91) 1.22 1.23(4.26) 1.18 1.12(4.53) 1.10 1.95(9.83) 1.90
Ph 208 964(1.29) 957 30.8(8.01) 32.7 67.8(5.02) 68.7 22.9(3.49) 23.6 33.6(3.87) 33.6 24.4(2.46) 24.3 128(4.09) 132 36.8(4.02) 36.8
Th 232 9.63(2.91) 9.84 14.9(4.39) 14.2 11.8(8.25) 12.6 13.5(3.63) 14.3 14.6(1.65) 14.2 16.2(4.40) 16.1 17.4(7.16) 19.3 27.1(6.53) 28.1
U 238 6.48(2.46) 6.58 2.93(8.85) 2.79 2.51(6.33) 2.72 3.13(2.33) 3.13 2.97(3.82) 2.94 2.96(4.31) 3.07 3.41(2.67) 3.39 4.62(4.58) 4.97
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