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Table 1 Statistical table showing the length and the discharges of

Subterranean rivers in S, China
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Table 2 Classifications of subterranean rivers in S, China

accordmg to length
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Eig, 1 Sketch map showing different regional characteristics and its
distribution of subterranean rivers in S,China divided by
development degree and aquiferous properties
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Table 8 Statistical table showing the aqueous index of
subterranean rivers in some regions
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Table 4 Statistical table of development degree of

subterranean river in different stratum
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Table 5 Average composition of carbonate rocks in the

Yangtze Paraplatform
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Table 6 Statistical table of development degree of subterranean

river in different stratum
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DISTRIBUTION OF SUBTERRANEAN RIVERS IN
SOUTH CHINA

Yang Lizheng
( Chengdu College of Geology )

Abstract

Subterranean rivers in S, China cover a vast area between 102°E-
110° and 22°40’N-—32°00’, According to incomplete statistics on Guangxi,
Guizhou, Yunnan, Sichuan and Hunan provinces, there are about 2836
subterranean rivers totalling 13919 km in length, with a discharge up to
1482 m3/s, A regional zoning of subterranean rivers from undeveloped to
developed is displayed, extending from the watershed between the Chang
~jiang River and the Zhujiang River northward to the Changjjang River
and southward to the Hongshui River, The water-bearing sections of the
underground rivers are mainly distributed in the transitional sloping terrain
between the Yunnan-Guizhou Platzau and the matured karstic plains of
Guangxi, The structural patterns of the subterranean rivers may be
divided into three types: single tube type, dendritic type and trellis
type. They are closely related to the regjonal geologic structures, the single
tube type associated with tight folds is distributed in th Changjiang River
valley, whereas the dendritic type is distributed over a large area of
carbonate rocks in the Zhujiang River valley, Although they are all
developed in carbonate rocks of various ages, most of them are developed
in the Permian and Triassic ones, and less developed in the Devonian
ones, The geological structures that favour the development of under-
ground rivers include the anticline, the axial part of a syncline, faulted
and regional fissured zones, and the turning point of a fold, among which

faulted zone is the most favourable,



